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ment of New South Wales and the Com-
monwealth Government requesting them to
defer the extradition proceedings regarding
Wooleott-Forbes until he has served the sen-
tence imposed upon him in the United
States of America?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied: No.

ADJOURNMENT-—SPECIAL.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY: I move—

That the House at its rising adjourn to a
date to be fixed by the President.

Question put and passed.

House adjourned at 11.42 a.m. (Thursday).

Tegislative Assembly,
Tuesday, 13th April, 1943.
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QUESTIONS (6).
DEHYDRATED APPLES.
As to Imports.,

Mr. SAMPSOXN asked the Minister for
Agriculture: 1, In view of his statement, as
made on the 3th March—in reply to ques-
tion submitted by me—to the effect that, as
far as can be ascertained, no dehydrated
apples had been imported into Western Auns-
fralia from Tasmania since November, 1941,
will he explain how it is that Tasmania, the
dried fruits imports from which State are
predominantly apples, iz credited by the
Government Statistician with baving for-
warded 186,152 lbs. of dried fruit of a valus
of £3,191 for the year 1941-42, and 124,000
lbs. of a value of £2,830 for the seven months
ended 31st January, 1943 (imports by the
Defence Forces during the latter period are
excluded) ? 2, In view of the position as
disclosed by these figures, will he take sfeps
to discourage the importation of dehydrated
apples into this State?

The MINISTER FOR THE NORTH-
WEST (for the Minister for Agriculture}
replied: 1, According to the statistician the
figures given on the imports of dried apples
are substantially correct. 2, The dehydrated
apples produced within the State have been
supplied exclusively to the Defence Forces,
althongh some fruit not up to Defence Foree
specifications has been sold for loecal con-
sumption. It was anticipated thaf approxi-
mately 600 tons of dehydrated apples would
be processed this season, but owing to the
late start of the faetories on aceount of the
difficulty of obtaining the necessary equip-
ment, this figure will not be reached. It is
understood that all dehydrated apples pro-
duced this year will be utilised for the De-
fence Forces exclusively. Steps are still
being taken and will continue to be taken, to
ensure that all available shipping space is
utilised to the best advantage to the State,

SALT.
As to Freight and Wharfage.

Mr. KELLY asked the Minister represent-
ing the Chief Secvetary: 1, What is the
freight per ton on bagged salt landed at
Fremantle er South Australiag 2, What is
the freight on bagped salt landed at Fre-
mantle ez Esperance? 3, What is the wharf-
age per ton ex Sonth Australia¢ 4, What is
the wharfage er Esperance?
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The MINISTER FOR THE XNORTH-
WEST (for the Chief Secretary) replied:
1, 24s. per ton, plus 30 per cent., £1 11s. 24d.
2, 20s. per ton, plus 35 per cent., £1 75, 3,
Refined salt—Wharfage 5s., harbour im-
provement rate 6d. per tom, both plus 20
per cent., 6s, 7.2d. 4, Crude salt—Wharf-
age ls. 8d., harbour improvement rate 6d.
per ton, hoth plus 20 per cent., 2s. 7.2d.

GHOOLI STATE FARM.
As to Production, ete.

Mr. KELLY asked the Minister for Agri-
culture: 1, The average return per acre per
year of wheat grown at the Ghooli State
farm, from its inception to its cessation?
2, The average yearly oafs produetion?
3, Amounts of superphosphate sown in each
instance?

The MINISTER FOR THE NORTH-
WEST (for the Minister for Agriculture)
replied: The reply to this question being in
the form of & return, I lay it on the Table.

APPLE AND PEAR ACQUISITION
BOARD.
{(a} As to Effect of Operations, ete.

Mr. HILL asked the Minister for Agri-
enlture: 1, What was the number of bushels
of apples and pears preduced in the 1938-39
year (last year of export}—(a) for the
whole State; (b) for the Swan electorate?
2, How many bushels of apples and pears
were there exported that year—(a) for the
whole State; (b) for the Swan Electorate?
3, What efifect have the operations of the
Apple and Pear Aecquisition Board had ovn
the apple and pear growers in the Swan
electorate?

The MINISTER FOR THE NORTH-
WEST (for the Minister for Agricenlture)
replied: 1, (a) apples, 1,797,490 bushels;
pears, 157,346 bushels. (b) Swan electorate
including road board distriets of Armadale-
Kelmscott, Mundaring, Darling Range, Gos-
nells and Swan: Apples, 109,307 bushels;
pears, 44,183 bushels. 2, (a) apples,
1,301,295 bushels; pears, 67,041 bushels, (b)
no figures available. 3, The cessation of ex-
ports occasioned by the war would have had
a disastrous effect on fruitgrowers gener-
ally, including those in the Swan electorate,
if a scheme for orderly marketing bad not
been iniroduced. Growers in the hills dis-
triets have suffered disadvantages owing to
the loss of their own particular market in
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the metropolitan ares for early apples and
pears. Other growers throughout the State
also have lost their markets, particularly for
“G@ranny Smith” apples and export pears.
The operations of the Apple and Pear Mar-
keting Board had evened out disabilities
created by difficulties arising out of the war.

(b) As to Swon Iistriet Produce,

Mr. SAMPSOXN (withoot notice) asked
the Minister for Agriculture: 1, In view of
the answer given to the member for Albany
respecting the comparatively small number
of cases of apples and pears exported from
the Swan electorate, will he recommend that
aequisition be abandoned so far as the Swan
electorate is concerned and that a subsidy
of 2s. per case on the basis of average indi-
vidual production for the past three years be
paid to those growers? 2, In view of the
non-export of Bartlett pears for many years,
will he support non-inclusion by acquisition
of Williams, Bon Chretien, Duchess or Bart-
lett pears (all of which are generally known
as Bartlettg)?

The MINISTER ¥OR THE NORTH-
WEST (for the Minister for Agriculture)
replied: As this would not be in the best
interests of the fruitgrowing indusiry of
Western Australia, the answer is ‘“no.”

CEILING PRICES.

As te Application to Public Ulilities and
State Enterprises.

Mr, NORTH (without notice) asked the
Premier: Will ke inform the House whether
the new Federal scheme of ceiling prices is
to be applied te public utilities and State
enterprises’

The PREMIER replied: With many other
people, I listened with great inferest to the
scheme put forward by the Federal Trea-
surer over the wireless last night but not
kaving been consulted on the subject, I have
no more special knowledge about it than has
the hon. member,

ASSENT TO BILLS.

Message from the Lieut.-Governor received
and read notifying assent to the following
Bills :—

1, Business Names,

2, Public Authorities (Retirement of Mem-

bers).
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BILL—COMPANIES.
Further Recommutial.
On motion by the Minister for Justiee,
Bill again recommitted for the further con-
sideration of Clauses 12 and 93.

In Commiltes.

Mr, Marshall in the Chair; the Minister
for Justice in charge of the Bill

Clause 12—Mode of forming incorporated
company :

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: I move
an amendment—

That paragraph (b) be struck out.

Clause 12 was passed as printed, whereas
Clause 15 relating to provisions for com-
panies limited by guarantee was deleted.
Had paragraph (b) of Clause 12 been de-
leted, originally, Clanse 15 would have been
consequentially amended, In view of the
fact that Clause 15 has been struck out, it is
necessary, for consistency, to delete para-
graph (b) of Clause 12,

Amendment put and passed; the clanse,
as amended, agreed to.

Clause 93—Issue and effeet of share
warrants to bearer:

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: I desire
to move that the clause be struek out.
Somewhat the same position has arisen in
this instance. Clause 109 was deleted but
Clause 93, which deals with the same matter,
that is, bearer share warrants, remains in
the Bill. Had Clanse 93 been struck out,
Clzuse 109 wonld have been consequentially
amended. To be consistent it is now neces-
sary to delete Clause 93.

The CHAIRMAN : T would point out that
the proposed amendment is a direct negative.
I will put the clause and members will be
entitled, if they desirve, to vole against it.

Clause put and negatived.

Bill again reported with further amend-
ments, and the report adopted.

BILL—COMMONWEALTH POWERS.

Returned from the Council with amend-
ments.

BILL—COQAL MINE WORKERS
(PENSIONS).
Council’'s Amendments.

Returned from the Council with schedule
of 41 amendments.
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In Committee.

Mr. Marshall in the Chair; the Minister
for Labour in charge of the Bill.

No. 1. Clause 2, (1)—Definition of “mine
worker”—Insert after the word “who” in the
first line of paragraph {a) the words “at any
time since the thirty-first day of December,
one thousand nine hundred and thirty-seven
has been or”:

The MINISTER FOR LABOUR: This
amendment deals with the definition of
““mine worker.’”” There are also other
amendments that will alter the term ‘‘mine
worker’’ in such a way as to restrict it to
men working underground.

Myr. Watts: How many amendments are
there altogether?

The MINISTER FOR LABQUR: There
are 41.

Point of Order,

Mr, Watts: On & point of order: Is it
the proper practice to present 41 amend-
ments to a Bill of this size to this Com-
mittee when members, so far as I can ascer-
tain from the documents before me, have
not the slightest idea what they are, even
though we know that they have been passed
by the Legislative Council for at least a
week 7

The Chairman: The Leader of the Opposi-
tion bas lost his opportunity to deal with
a sabject of that sort. I cannot give a
ruling because the House itself resolved that
it should deal with the amendments. The
hon. memher might appeal to the Minister
to postpone consideration till a later stage.

Committee Resumed,

The MINISTER FOR LABOUR: The
point raised by the Leader of the Opposi-
tion has plenty of merit. As far as I am
aware there is no other copy of the amend-
ments beyond the one I have. It will be
difficult enough for me to pick up the sense
of each amendment as I go along, and, I
imagine, ever so much more difficult for
the Leader of the Opposition and other
members who will not have the amendments
in front of them. X am, therefore, prepared
for the Comniittee to report progress and
ask leave to sit again at a later stage. In
the meantime, I will aseertain whether
copics of the amendments are available. If
not, I will arrange to have a number of
copies struek off.

Progress reported till a later stage of
the sitting.
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BILL—COMMONWEALTH POWERS.

Council’'s Amendments.

Schednle of 21 amendments made by the
Council now considered.

In Commitiee.
Mr. Marshall in the Chair; the Premier
in charge of the Bill.

Point of Order.

Mr. Watts: We are in exactly the same
position with this Bill as we were with the
Coal Mine Workers (Pensions) Bill, al-
thongh some imembers know more about this
than they did about the other one. Never-
theless, the situation is praectieally the same.
Members bave no real means, except what
they have seen in the Press, of discovering
what the amendments are. While 1 do not
want unnecessarily to delay the business of
the Committee, I hope some means will be
found whereby members may see these
amendments in concrete form before being
asked to discuss them,

The Premier: The position in this case
is different from what obtained when we
were dealing with the Coal Mine Workers
{Pensions) Bill inasmueh as I understand
that the Legislative Council has had this
Bill printed with all the amendments in-
serted in their correet places. I thought
there would have been sufficient eopies for
distribution amongst members, but I am now
informed that only four or five copies were
made. As distinet from the previous Bill,
the amendments in this case are not as
numerous, and, after the large amount of
diseussion that took place on the Bill here,
members should all be familiar with the
amendments because most of them were ex-
haustively diseussed in this Chamber prior
to the Bill going ta another place.

Hon. N. Keenan: If the Bill, as passed
in another place, has been printed, why has
it not been circulated?

The Premier: Only four or five copies
were printed to pass the third reading stage.
The Bill has not been finalised. I do not
wish to take the responsibility of selecting
four or five members here ‘to be the re-
cipients of those copies. Nor do I desire,
to diseuss the Council’s amendments at
length, but will indicate to members whe-
ther or not it is the intention of the Gov-
ernment to accept them. In the circum-
stances members should be prepared to dis-
cuss them and, should we Teach a stage at
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which it is apparent that progress should
be reported, I shall have no objection to
that course being followed.

Committee Resumed.

The CHAIRMAXN: The question before
the Committee is the Council’s amendment
No. 1, reading—

Clause 1: Add at the end of the clause the
following words:—*‘and shall eome into opera-
tion on a day to be fixed by proclamation, but
30 that such day shall aot be earlier than the
first day of January, one thousand nine hun-
dred and forty-four.’’

The PREMIER: The effect of the amend-
menf, is that instead of this legislation eom-
meneing on the date upon which it is as-
sented to, the Council desires it to become
effective by proclamation not earlier than
the 1st January, 1944,

Mr. J. Hegney: Did the Couneil give any
reasons in support of that course?

The PREMIER: I think I poticed some
reference to a Federal election being held in
the meantime, and the Council apparently
does not desire the legislation to be put into
operation prior to that election. Whether
that is the position or not, I do not know.

Mr. J. Hegney: What bearing would the
election have on the legislation if it were
agreed to?

The PREMIER: I do not wish to discuss
that phase. The desire of the Government
is clear. Problems regarding post-war re-
construction will have to be diseussed by the
Commonwealth and the States, and it is
desirable that the terms of reference regard-
ing these powers shall be known as soon as
possible. Members have discussed the merils
of the Bill and the varions amendments as
well at great length. During the past week
or two reports in the newspapers indicated
that other countries have been dealing with
post-war reconstruetion problems. There was
a eolumn in “The West Australian” indieat-
ing the attitude the United States of America
is taking regarding monetary problems and
currency and reconstruction matters, as well
as respecting many other phases of post-war
considerations. The same position arises
in Great Britain and in Canada. It
is desirable that action be {aken by
Anstralia in view of its relationships with
the Allied Nations so that at the peace con-
ference delegates will know what power they
ean exerrise when problems are being dealt
with,
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We have been told that the war may con-
tinue for periods varying from 12 montbs to
five years. We all hope—probably without
much reason apart from wishful thinking—
that hostilities will cease soon. Should that
be so, the nations rust beg prepared to dis-
cuss peace terms and to know thoroughly the
powers vested in the respective delegates at
the conference table. Naturally the Com-
monwealth Government is anxions to Know
what powers are to he referred to it. Tt
would be ridiculous if, with respect to the
guestion of marketing, for instance, the Com-
monwealth delegate at the peace conference
was vo situated that he could not make any
definite statement but would bave to explain
that he was compelled to refer the matter to
the Government of Western Australia hefore
he eould say what was to be done. It is
eminently desirable that the terms regarding
the powers to be referred to the Common-
wealth Parliament shall be known as early
as possible. I move—

That the amendment be not agreed to.

Mr. WATTS: The amendment has much
to commend it. When the Premier was
speaking, the member for Middle Swan raisad
ar objection which drew from the Premier
a referenee to the forthcoming Federal elec-
tions. That seems to be just the very time
when the Bill shounld come into operation—
after the people have had an opportunity to
say what they think about the work of the
Commonwealth Government. If they con-
firm that Government in its work then it can
proceed with its plans having the full sane-
tion of the people, and will be able fo oper-
ate over a period of at least three years.
If, on the contrary, the people deem it neces-
sary to turn the present Government out of
office, then gnite a different set of eirenm-
stances might apply and the present State
Government might not be disposed to pro-
¢laim this legislation at all. Thus the
Council's proposal seems eminently justifi-
able, namely, that the legislation should stand
over until the 1st January, 1944, which is
a date subsequent to when we anticipate the
Federal election will have been held.

Mr. J. Hegney: You are drawing on your
imagination.

AMr. McDONALD : The discussion is largely
seademic. There is not the slightest chance
of the Commonwealth Government desiring
to make use of any of the powers referred
under this legislation before January, 1944.
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The Premier: But the Commonwealth Gov-
eroment will want to make its plans.

Mr. MeDONALD: I{ can do so now. All
plang made in connection with post-war re-
construction ave, for the time being, subject
to eventualifies, the exact nature of which
no one can possibly know. What the condi-
tions will be and what we shall be able to
afford to do at the end of five years, no-one
can conjecture. Any plan will be sub-
ject to all kinds of possibilities, but one of
the certainties on which the Commonwealth
Government can rely is that any reasonable
proposition bearing on post-war reconstruc-
tion will reeeive the support of the State
Parliaments. Nothing will be done to make
use of the power conferred by this Bill dur-
ing the present year. Dr. Evatt is now tour-
ing the world, though in saying that I do
not infer that there may not be good reasons
for his going abroad. I support the amend-
ment. A litile time should be allowed to
elapse so that public opinion may become
stabilised.

Hon. W, D. JOHNSON: There is a good
deal of the Kathleen Mavourneen about
this Bill; it has been delayed and post-
poned at every possible opportunity.

Mr. McDonald: These are the quickest
constitutional amendments that have ever
been made. :

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: I am speaking
of the eonditions under which the Bill was
diseussed in this Chamber. The methods
adopted were unigue in my experience,
Members of the Opposition were given more
latitnde then on any other Bill I have heard
diseussed here. The member for West Perth
said that nothing could be done until Janu-
ary next; he argued that the amendment
should be accepted because no progress
could be made meanwhilee. But when we
reach January, we will be in the same posi-
tion. The Act will not come into operation
until it hag been proclaimed and so there
will be more delay. I have known of meas-
ures being passed to come into operation
when proclaimed and of their not having
been proclaimed. Consequently we are not
justified in concluding that this Bill will
automatically come into operation. If will
nof come inte operation until it is pro-
claimed and thus again there is reom for
delay.

It would have been more honest and
straightforward had another place opposed
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the Bill straight-out. What is happening is
that efforts are being made fo postpone and
delay it in the hope that something will
oceur and lead to its being defeated, An-
other place is not comcerned about the wel-
fare of the returned soldiers or the dis-
organised workers or the people. It is con-
cerned about big business and big profits
and the maintenance of pre-war econditions
under which the people may be exploited,
one section growing fat af the expense of
the other section. These amendments are
just camouflage. Another place is opposed
to the Bill. Well, let another place throw
it out! If that Chamber is honest, straight-
forward and courageous why try to murder
the Bill by making a lot of amendments?
Why not simply say, “We are not concerned
about post-war recomstruction. The world
of pre-war days is good encugh for vs. We
have privileges, rights and opportunities
that will be denied us if reconstruction takes
place.” I can understand the opposition of
another place because it is entrenched be-
hind privilege.

This privileged class has to be told that
Australia is not being run for a privileged
few; it is being run for the many, and this
Bill is to give the many some opportunity
to live decenfly and under eonditions that
will be a credit to Australia. T am op-
posed to all the amendments. ¥ believe in
the Bill in its enfirety. I can see chaos
prevailing: in Australia unless we give the
Commonwealth Parliament authorify to en-
able it to organise and make preparations
for keeping the people going until we pget
back into our normal stride, all of which
will take time. I would like to see the end
of the Legislative Council and of the privil-
eged class that has been dominating Aus-
tralia all too long.

The PREMIER: I wish to make it clear
to the Commiitee at once that the remarks
of the member for Guildford-Midland in no
way represent the attitude of the Gov-
ernment to the Couneil’s amendments. The
hon. member has been very unhelpful in
regard to this Bill. He is one of the whole-
hoggers who want everything done in their
way. The Government is prepared to con-
sider the amendments in the hope of getting
nearer to the Bill than those amendments
would bring it. We are prepared to be rea-
sonable. T cannot see that a tirade of abuse
launched against a Chamber with which we
might have some conflict is going to be help-
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ful, and it is certainly not going to help the
people of Australia to get more power to
deal with post-war reconstruction. Some of
the references might have gone a little fur-
ther or even not so far but, because one or
two words are added or deleted, it does not
follow that the measure will be of no use at
all. It will be of assistance in post-war re-
construction, and I do not want any member
to conclude that the attitude of the mem-
ber for Guildford-Midland is in any way ac-
cepted by the Government,

Mr. J. HEGNEY: I resent the imputa-
tions made by the Leader of the Opposition
against this side of the Chamber. I do
not stand for that kind of opposition.
It the Bill is worth supporting at all, it is
worth supporting on its merits instead of
with respect to anything that may happen
in a few months time. The Commonwealth
representatives at the Convention represented
the three parties in the Commonweslth Par-
liament, If there was any sineerity amongst
them, the powers are necessary should any
changes take place in the Commonwealth
arena. The Leader of the Country Party in
the House of Representatives supported the
proposals, and so did the Leader of tha
U.A.P. The Opposition in the Common-
wealth Parliament supported the Con-
vention proposals, and the Bill comes
here with the support of the Com-
monwealth Parlinieent. The reason for
the amendment is the possibility of a
change of Government in the Commonwealth
Parliament, and the further possibilify that
this Government will still ba in office when
that change oecurs. That is a rotten pro-
position. Indeed, I resent such a suggestion.

Whether much in the way of reconstruc-
tive work will he done in the interim is
doubtful, hut the Commonwealth Govern-
ment's proposals for reconstruction are be-
ing considered at the present time, The
Commonwealth needs power at an early stage
in order that the necessary proposals may be
framed in advance. If we may defer the
exercise of the powers until 1944, we ecan
enqually well postpone them until 1943. XNo
ore knows how soon the war may end. The
Commonwealth Government should he well
ormed fo protect the people upon the cesea-
tion of hostilities. Those who suggest post-
roncment are merelv concerned to hang on
to the old order of things. T hope the Pre-
mier will nnt arcent the amendment.
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Question put and a division taken with the

following result:—

Ayes 19
Noes . . 1B
Majority for .. .. 3
AYES,
Mr, Berry Mr. Needhoam
Mr. Colller Mr. Nulsen
Mr, Coverley Mr. Panton
Mr. Oross Mr. Sleemon
Mr. Hawke Mr. Tonkin
Mr. J. Hegney Mr. Triat
Mr. W, Hegney Mr. Willcoch
Mr, Johneon ﬁr. g!;hora
Me. Leahy r, Wilson
Mr. Mlilington {Teller.)
NoEs.
Mr, Boyle Mr. Sampson
Mra. Cardell-Olivar Mr, Seward
Mr. Kernan Mr. Shearn
Mr, Kelly Mr. J. H. Smith
Mr. McDonsgid Mr. Thora
Mr. McLarty Mr. Warner
Mr, Norl:p lh\'lrr. Fatt.;
Mr. Perking T, Done
rrer {Teller.)
Question thus passed; the Council’s
amendment not agreed to.
Xo. 2. Clanse 2, paragraph (a)—Delete

the word “the” in line 3 of the paragraph,
and substitute the word “any”:

The PREMIER: T move—

That the amendment be agreed to.
I do not think there can be any objeetion
to the amendment. In connecetion with the
last war there may be something desirable for
the Commonwealth Parliament to legislate
upon but not properly within the province
of that Parliament for the purpose. The
effect of the amendment is that for all time,
whenever Australia is engaged in a war, the
Commonwealth Parliament shall have power
to take steps for effective repatriation.

Question put and passed; the Couneil’s
amendment agreed to.

No. 3. Clause 2, peragraph (a)—Delete
the word “the” in line 6 of the paragraph,
and substitute the word “any”:

The PREMIER:: I move—

That the amendment be agreed to.

This amendment is obviously on exactly the
same Jines as the one just agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Council's
amendment agreed to.

No. 4, Clause 2, Paragraph (b).—Delete
the word “and” affer the word “employ-
ment” in the first line of the paragraph
and insert the words “of unemployed per-
sons on the construction of national works,

mv

public works, and local government works,
and the relicf of unemployed persons by
oceupational training and insurance against.”

The PREMIER: T bave indicated that I
am prepared to agree to some of these
amendments; of three amendments, I have
already agreed to two, so we are getting
on very well. However, I certainly cannot
agree to this amendment, heeanse I consider
this reference to be the most important in
the Bill. A tremendous problem will face
the people of Australia in the post-war
period in placing in employment those who
have been engaged in warfare and in muni-
tion-making. The Prime Minister, in this
morning’s paper, tells us that at present
1,500,000 people are engaged in the Forces
or in munition-making. Some of the latter,
about 100,000, he sald might be retained in
their present ocenpation; but employment
will have to be found for 90 per cent. of
the 1,500,000 engaged in the war effort. Of
the people in that age group, 58 per ecent.
will have to engage in an entirely different
employment. That will be the biggest job
we, as a nation, will have to do. It can
only be done by the national Government;
not one of the States is competent Bnancially
to deal with it.

Members will recall the difficult times we
faced during the depression period, when
we had to find employment for those out
of work, and sustenance for those for whom
work could not be found. The Government
of the day spent £4,000,000 in providing
sustenance alone for the unemployed of this
State. We do not wish such a condition of
affairs to recur. What will apply here will
apply also in the other States, but the
problem will be greater for Western Aus-
tralia because, as the Prime Minister poinig
out in this morning’s Press, a greater pum-
ber of people in that age group, on a per-
centage hasis, are engaged in war work than
are so engaged in the other States. We
will have to provide employment for 75,000
people by some means or other. The Gov-
ernment of the State alone could not pos-
sibly face up to that task unless it is finan-
cially very much better off than it is at
present. The member for Nedlands will re-
call how he, during the depression period,
together with the other members of the
Government in which he was a Minister,
had his life worried out over unemployment
matiers, T am not throwing bricks at that
Administration, but it was a problem witk
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which it could not deal. Bear in mind that
at the most only 30,000 people were then
out of employment; whereas it is expected
that in this State there will be in the post-
war period 75,000 people for whom employ-
ment will have to be found.

Therefore, the problem will be two and-
a-half times as great as it was during the
depression period, and I honestly believe
that the State Governmenf, with all its re-
sources, eould not suecessfully cope with sueh
& situation. The State Government ecould
not do so suceessfully during the years 1930-
1934, when our people were suffering great
hardships, were starving, houseless and had
no clothes of any consequence. They wor-
ried through that very bad time somehow or
other. This problem will have to be dealt
with on a nation-wide basis, and for that
reason 1 think the Commonwealth must be
granted greater power than it has at pre-
sent. During the depression the Common-
wealth deliberately said that unemployment
was the responsibility of the State, as it had
no power under the Commonwealth Constifu-
tion to deal with the matter. Now the Com-
monwealth says that, if we refer this power
to it, it will accept the respounsibility. The
Commonwealth says, “We will accept it as
following on the war.,” We, therefore,
should not be niggardly in giving the Com-
monwealth power which it reguires. I
move—

That the amendment bs not agreed to.

Mr. MeDONALD: The Premier hag cor-
rectly said that this is the main paragraph
in the Bill. The question for the Committee
1o decide is whether it will go back to the
paragraph contained in the Bill 2s intro-
duced, or whether it will endorse the para-
graph as amended by the Legislative Coun-
eil. The paragraph as introduced in the
Bill originally simply means that Western
Australia is called uwpon to haul down the
flag as a self-governing community, neither
more nor less. This paragraph, as the mem-
ber for Nedlands said, is the Bill. It can he
taken as the whole Bill. All the other para-
graphs can be looked npon as comparatively
immaterial. I am not satisfied that the
reople of Western Australia desire this Par-
liament to haui down their flag as a self-
governing community, and I have not the
slightest intention of voting for anything
which is going to have that effect. We have
here an amendment presented to uz by the
Legislative Council that will prove to be a
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substantial safegnard against all the evils
which the Premier has visualised as possible
to happen in the post-war period. In the
depression, the Commonwealth Government
said, “We have ne power over unempioy-
ment.,” Here the Commonwesalth is given
the specific power.

By means of this power as proposed in
the amendment, together with the power
which the Commonwenlth has always had
of advancing money to the States to help
them in any emergency of that kind, the
Commonwealth Government will be fur-
nished with all the power which so far it
has shown it may be desirable for it to use
in the post-war period; and if the Com-
monwealth Government at some later stage
declared that the power pranted was not
sufficient, and demonstrated to the satisfac-
tion of the people of this State that some
additional power was required, it could be
sure the case made out would receive re-
sponsible treatment from the Parliament
and people of Western Australia.  The
paragraph has been very fully debated pre-
vionsly and T do not want to go into it
again, I have said, and say now, that if
passed as printed in the Bill originally it
will mean the end of the Federal system,
and to act in that way is something for
which this Parliament has no warrant or
anthority whatever and something which we
could not possibly justify being done with-
out consultation with the people. I support
without hesitation an amendment which I
think will sufficiently meet all that the Com-
monwealth Parliament has shown it needs
for the post-war period, and whieh wiil be
within the reasonable diseretion of this Par-
liament without a special referenee to the
people, a reference which I feel cannot
easily be made in a time like the present.

The PREMIER: Reverting to the point
which the Leader of the Qpposition raised
earlier, I am not anxious for the debate
to proceed without members understanding
the amendments. It has been said that mem-
bers find it impossible to get an adequate
idea of what the amendments are and I
want all to be thoroughly eonversant with
what is being discnssed- In the cireum-
stances I move—

That progress be reported and leave asked to
sit again at a later stage of the sitting.

Hon. N. Keenan: Can we get a eopy of
the Bill as it left ns?
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The PREMIER: That will be provided
if possible, together with a copy of the
Council’s amendments.

Motion put and passed.

MOTION—FARMERS AND PASTORAL-
ISTS’ DEBTS.

As to Mortgage Interest.

Debate resumed from the 24th February
on the following motion by Mr. Stubbs:—

That this House is of the opinion that the
Government should introduce legislation at
once to reduce during the war to not more
than three per cent. interest rates on mortgage
debts owing by farmers and pastoralists, whe-
ther to government instrumentalities or other
financial institutions, because—

(a) of the severe stock losses in the pas-
toral areas;

(b) the compulsory reduction in wheat acre-
ages;

()] thegse’vere rationing of supplies of
superphosphate and other essentials;

{d) the insuperable difficulties regarding
manpower ;

{e) the inerease in all costs of production
during the war which are greater than
any compensating increagses in prices
of some producta;

{f) it is not fair nor just that interest should
be charged in full when dlmmlshlng
returns and higher costs make it im-
possible to pay it out of earnings, thus
subjecting the debtors cencerned to
capitalisation of arrears with result-
ant compound interest.

MR. BOYLE (Avon) [3.32]: The motion
moved by the member for Wagin is of para-
mount interest to the agrienlfurists and
pastoralists of Western Australia. In
effect it means that the interests concerned
have been asked to take notice of existing
conditions. Surely that is not a very big
request to make! It really seeks endorse-
ment by the House of a course of action
which is becoming inevitable. With the re-
construetion of primary producing and pas-
toral aetivities the interest bill remains sae-
rosanet and the motion asks for a rednction
to not more than three per cent. The Min-
ister for Lands, who T regret is not in the
House, referred to the Fyfe report on the
pastoral industry. In my opinion it was a
monumental and excellent report, the fate
of which unfortunately appears to be that
of almost all reports of this particular
nature.

It appears that reports of Royal Commis-
sions and Select Committees invariably wind
up in the official wastepaper basket or are
placed in pigeon-holes, which, as the mem-
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ber for Mt. Marshall says, is the official
name for a waste-paper basket, The Minis-
ter’s speech is well worth an examination.
The Commission was appointed at the re-
quest of the Pastoralists’ Association. It
was not a voluatary action by the (Hovern-
ment. It was the result of a reguest made
in February, 1939, by the Pastoralists’ As-
sociation, that a2 Royal Commission should
be get up to inquire with a view to relieving
the disabilities of pastoralists which were
of a most deplorable and appalling nature,
due largely to the unprecedented drought in

those areas. According to the report there
were 321 pastoralists whose indebtedness
was made up as follows:—
Amount
No. of Total per

Credltor. Accounts. Amgunt. Acco:nt.
Unfon Bank 26 908,000 35,000
Bank of Naw Bouth Wales 33 643,000 20,000
Agrivaltural 188,0 4,000
| firma 215 2,427,876 11,260

Total . 821 4,176,376

This was up to the 30th June, 1939, and the
information is taken from Mr. Fyfe's report.
The total number of stations in the North-
West and goldfields districts, known as the
four pastoral districts of Western Australia,
is 454.  Therefore 75 per cent. of those
pastoralists have this colossal indebtedness
to bhear. This is an industry which hag pro-
duced wealthy men in its time, but the posi-
tion of those men today is one of utter finan-
cial hopelessness. The Minister stated that
everything was being done to the capacity
of the Government. I would like to know
what ig thig eapacity of the Government. I
will tell the Honse what that capacity has
been in regard to relieving these men. The
Minister said that 52 persons had had
£152,000 written off by private agreement—
an average of £3,000. This has occurred in
over two years,

I notice that in giving evidence before the
Federal Rural Reconstruction Commission
Mr. Adkins, Seeretary of the Pastoralists’
Association, mentioned that the stock firms
had met the pastoralists well, but that the
banks had refused to take any action what-
ever in reducing the indebtedness or, ag he
put it, “were adamant in their refusal to take
steps to relieve the position.” So we have
history repesting itself. When the Federal
adjustment of farmers’ debis took place we
found that the unsecured ereditor and the
second morigagee, whose debt had been made
unsecured, were the people who received
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tliese poor rveturns and the secnred banking
mortgagee, and financial institafions were left
entively out of the picture. The Govern-
ment azain is evidentiy refusing to accepr
Mr, ¥sfe's veport, which 1 shali deal with
nwre extensively in o few minutes, by set-
ting up, as the Minister said, a private com-
mittee and dealing, in two years, with a total
reduction of £132,000 ont of the £4,000,000
odd of indebtedness. Yet the secretary of
the Pastoralists’ Association ¢ame before the
Rural Reconstruction Commission a few days
ago and told the story that we have heard
times out of number in this House, namely,
that the secured creditor in Western Aus-
tralia, under the present Government, is
someone who must not be touched.

We have this mountain labouring and
bringing forth a mouse of that size. The sum
of £152,000 written off a tofal indebtedpess
of over £4,000,000 represents under four per
cont. of the full amount owing which is to an
extent made up of interest compounded, and
it is written off only in the case of 16 per
cent. of the pastoralists. Of the debt
96 per cent. still remains, and 84 per
vent. of the pastoralists have not heen re-
lieved. That is the song of progress and the
areat achievement effected by the Govern-
ment in giving eonsideration to Mr. Fyfe's
report. The Royal Commissioner, in his
reeommoendations, practically laid down the
lines that the Country Party had put for-
ward in various appeals before this House.
T am not saying that Mr. Fyfe looked to uns
for guidance, but the Royal Commissioner
evidently came to the same conclusion thol
we had arrived at in the years past. His
recommendations are praetieally on ali fours
with those that we put before this House
and which were rejected by the Government.

The Minister said that the Commonwealth
would not find the money. That had nothinz
to do with the crux of the report. The Royal
Commissioner recommended A review and
suspension of the debts which would not in-
volve any money at all. He recommendeil
an immediate review of the pastoralists’ debts
with a view to suspending the surplus debt.
He then said that at the end of four years
the debis should be reviewed again and, it
there had been any betterment in the pas-
toralists’ affairs, some of the suspended debt
could be brought hack into the accounts of
the pastoralists. He went on to say that at
the end of eight yearg thera should be a final
review and that any surplus deht beyond the
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capacity of the stations to carry should be
written off. Now, that is plain English, but
tiere has been no attempt on the part of the
Government to give effect to AMr. Fyfe's
report exeept, as the Minister for Lands said,
tu set up a comwittee which dealt with
the whole four per cent. of the accrued debt
and which has given no efiect whatever to a
valuation of the assets of the squatter; nor
has it indieated in any way a writing-off of
the surplug debt.

We bad confirmation of our worst fears
when Mr. Adkins, Secretary of the Pastoral-
ists’ Association, gave evidence a few days
ago and said that the Associated Banks, to
whom the pastoralists are alleged fo owe
over £2,000,000, are entirely left out of it
and that the stock firms, which have stood
behind the pastoralists from the inception of
their properties are asked to do the writing
down. The writing down to three per cent.
of the interest has been referved to by some
members of this House—one in particular—
as being written off for some people and
on to others. I prefer to deal with that
phase later. But in Western Australia
the farmers and pastoralists’ debts would
aggregate £35,000,000 with an annual interest
bill of £1,750,000. Af three per cent.
this would be reduced by £750,000 per
annum. If the financial institutions were
not so purblind that they cannot see, they
wonld know that they are asking their par-
ticular donkeys to carry a load that will
nltimately break down the debter, and that
the relief of interest payments must ulti-
mately resolve itself into a hetter security
for the morigagee and a much hetter pro-
position for the finaneial honses.

I referred to the small amount of notice
taken of Royal Commissions. I am not
speaking withont my beok in that regard.
In 1931 we had what was known as the
Dickson Comamission inquiring into farmers’
disabilities. The reports were excellent.
They were shelved into that pigeon hole
referred to by the member for Mt. Marshall.
We had the Federal Royal Commission on
wheat in 1935. That Commission issued a
magnificent report which has since practi-
cally gone into the limbo of forgotten
things, One of the Commissioners at that
time, Professor Wadham, is with the Rural
Reconstruction Commission going through
Western Australis today. He, with his
co-commissioners, prior to 1935, had spent
18 months investigating the position. I hope
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his work will be of more value now than it
wag then. Professor Wadham is an outstand-
ing man. We had the State Royal Commis-
sion on the pastoralist industry in 1940. Then
there was the Agrienltural Bank Royal Com-
mission which evolved that masterpiece
known as the Agricultural Bank Aect, 1934.

To date we have had very little indeed as
a result of the Royal Commission which
dealt with the pastoral industry. The mem-
ber for West Perth remarked that Western
Australia had no constitutional right to de-
crease the rate of interest or to fix a maxi-
mum rate below that already set out in the
applicable National Security Regulation,
which fixed that rate at 5 per cent. On the
23rd February I sent a telegram to the Fed-
eral Treasurer, Mr. Chifley,
that was the real position, and Mr. Chifley
immediately replied—

Your telegram re interest rates received.

Matter now being examined and will advise
you further,
That reply was received six or seven weeks
ago. If Mr. Chifley had been quite sure
that the State Parliament had no constitu-
fional authority to reduce the interest rate,
I do not think he would have hesitated to
say s0. As I have received nothing further
from him, I conclude that this State has that
right. '

Mr. McLarty: I think you should have
sent Mr, Chifley another telegram reminding
him about the matter.

Mr. BOYLE: I do not think I should
burry any Commonwealth Minister, and
seven weecks is not too short a period to
enable any such Minister to make up his
mind on a point, even though it involves
State and Commonwealth rights. Evidently
the Commonwealth Treasurer could net re-
ply to me setting out the actual position.
T hope the member for West Perth is wrong
in his view regarding that matter. Then
again the member for Murchison when dis-
eussing this motion delivered a liitle lecture
to Country Party members. He intimated
that he would oppose the motion and said—

While I would have no hesitation in break-
ing the contraet hetween the primary producer
and the financial institutions commonly re-
ferred to as banks, I would hesitate to do so
when it affects the private individual and the
Agricultural Bank, which has no power such
a3 the banks have to create eredit.

That is an extraordinary statement by the
member for Murchison. In a way it does
not lack consistency hecanse that hon, mem-

inquiring if
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ber voted in support of the Agrieunltural
Bank Aect, which in Section 47 compels the
Commissioners to compound the rate of in-
terest against the bank’s clients. That is to
say, they are reguired to charge interest
upon interest. Consequently, today the
agriculturists and pastoralists of this State
are not paying simple interest over a given
period, but interest upon interest. There-
fore there is a ceriain element of consis-
tency in the member for Murchison’s re-
marks. He also said—

Taking it by and large, the primary pro-
ducers have had a very bad deal. I do not
absolve their Parliamentary representatives in
that regard. They complained bitterly about
the progress of the industrialist, but the in-
dustrialist is not led in the same way as the
primary producer in Parliament, When we
have a principle we fight for it. The indus-
trialist, too, will displace his Parliamentary

representative if he refuses to give cffect to
big wishes.

Times out of number the member for Mur-
chison has voted against proposals submitted
by Country Party represenfatives in this
Chamber with the object of relieving the
farmer of his burdens. That hon. member
has consistently voted against amendments of
the Agricultural Bank Act and of the Rural
Relief Fund Act which had a similar object
in view. Therefore his refusal to agree now
to a reduction of the interest rate to 3 per
cenf., as suggested in the motion, may
amount to a consisteney that he did not con-
template but which I consider is in keeping
with his earlier attitude. That makes one
think, when one remembers how the mem-
ber for Murchison has risen in his place
from time to time to deal with the question
of monetary reform, that eharity should be-
gin at home, which is right here. The sug-
gestion that there should be a reduetion in
interest charges is well backed np from var-
ious sources, and I shall read a few quota-
tions, Dealing first with the Federal Royal
Commission on wheat, the report of that
bedy on page 265 sets out, in Item 617—
The broad lines of the future wheat policy
for the Commonwealth should embrace the fol-
lowing:—. . . (b) A general review of all
items in the cost of producticn including debts
and interest, with a view to ascertaining the

extent of relief which the industry may expect
from such sourees.

Again on page 231, in Item 638, the report
states—
Apart from labour, the interest on borrowed

capital iz the largest single item in the costa
of the average wheatgrower.
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In Item 639 it is stated—

It is estimated that the total debt of the

wheatgrowers of Australia amounts to about
£151,000,000; that is an annual intcrest bill
of £7,300,000.
So far as we are concerned, I cannot see
anything in arguments advanced against
the reduction of interest rates as proposed
in the motion, and I ecan support the motion
with consistency seeing that it urges the
(Government to introduce legislation at once
to reduce during the war fo not more than
3 per cent. the interest rates on morigage
debis owing by farmers and pastoralists,
whether to Government instrumentalities or
to other finaneial institutions. As the Com-
monwealth Royal Commission on wheat
has pointed out, next fo the cost of labour
the interest burden is the highest single item
in the farmers’ budget. As to the pastoral-
ists, their position regarding interest be-
comes impossible. Therefore I support the
motion.

On motion by Mr. McLarty, debate ad-
journed.

NORTH FREMANTLE PROPERTIES
AND WHEAT STORAGE SELECT
COMMITTEE.

To Give Effect to Hecommendation.

MR. TONKIN (North-East Fremantle)
[3.53]: T move—

That in the opinion of this House the Gov-
ernment shonld give effect to the recommen-
dation contained in the report of the Seleet
Committee on the operations of the Australian
Wheat Board at North Fremantle.

During the course of the inquiry by the
Select Committee it was deemed probable
that certain Commonwealth Ministers wenld
not permit their officials to give evidenee.
In faet the Minister for Commerce, Hon. W.
J. Scully, indicated that he would not agree
to that course, and, owing to the delay, it
appeared that we would not secnre any evi-
dence from representatives of the Defence
Department. The Committee asked Parlia-
ment for one extension of time, which was
granted. When that extended period had
almost expired, we had still had no witness
before us from the Defence Department and
it was concluded that permission would not
be granted for any wiiness to appear. In
the cireumstances the Committee presented
its report to Parliament without having had
any evidence from the Defence Depart-
ment, Within a few days of the presenta-
tion of that report, I received a communica-
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tion from the Defence Department dealing
with certain questions in which the Commit-
tee had been interested. In the circumstanees
I felt that I should take this opportunity in
Porliament to place this communication on
record becamse it has a very distinet bear-
ing on certain aspects of the inquiry. The
letter is dated Melbourne, the 10th AMarch,
1943, and is from the Seeretary of the De-
partment of Defence, It reads—

Adverting to your letter of the 29th Janu-
ary, 1943, requesting that an officer of the
Army pr the Navy in Western Australia be
authorised to give evidence before the Select
Committee of which you are the Chairman, in
regard to the demolition of a chimney stack
at South Fremantle and the subsequent per-
mission for the erection of a wheat hospital,
I am directed to inform you that the Depart-
ment of the Army has now intimated that a
report received from Headquarters, Western
Australian Lines of Communieation Area, dis-
closes the following information:—

(a) The smoke stack in question was part
of old and disused abattoirg in
South Fremantle; the lessees being
the Swan Portland Cement, Ltd,,
and the lessors the State Govern-
ment. The building bad been aban-
doned and disused for approxi-
mately the last twenty years.

{b) The buildings provided a prominent
landmark in the southern area of
Fremantle, and, as it was considered
they afforded a useful aiming mark
for the cnemy, the then G.0.C.
Western Command, in March, 1942,
ordered their demolition,

(¢) In regard to the wheat hospital, this
was erected not at South Fremantle
but at North Fremantle, some miles
from the other site.

(d) No trace can be found in Headguar-
ters, Western Australian ILines of
Communication, of any written ap-
plication ever having been received
from the Anuatralian Wheat Board
for the erection of the wheat hos-
pital, or of any written approval
ever having been given by that
H.Q.

{e) The Commander, Fixed Defences,
W.A., can remember the matter
being under discussion ahout Janu-
ary, 1942, but he did not recom-
mend approval being granted for
the erection of the silos. He was
unaware that any such approval
was ever subsequently given.

The Department of the Army advizes that
in the circumstances it is not considered that
the evidence of an officer at the Select Com-
mittee would serve any useful purpose, but
atates that if your committee atill desires the
attendance of an officer, Headquarters, West-
ern Australian Lines of Communication Area
will make an officer available for that purpose
on receipt of a request from you.
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Following on the receipt of that letter,
I got in touch with the Western Australian
Lines of Communiecation Area and asked for
an opporfunity to discuss the question. The
opportunity was afforded me and I took ad-
vantage of it, and had a diseussion with a
certain major. He told me that there was
no file in the department dealing with the
question, and he was unable to say whether
permission had or had not been granted for
the erection of the wheat hospital silo.
When I told him that seemed to be as-
tonishing, he replied, “I cannot help it;
that is the position.” He would have beca
disposed to deny that permission had been
granted had not he been told that there were
in existence plans for the erection of the
silo hearing the approval of the Army
aunthorities. The Secretary of the Australian
Wheat Board had informed him of that, and
beeanse of that knowledge, he could not say
that approval had not been given, but he ad-
mitted that, had it not been for thai faet,
he would have been inclined to say that
permission had never been given.

The astonishing thing is that at the very
time the erection of thiy wheat hospital silo
was taking place, the compulsery demolition
of the chimmney stack at South Fremantle was
also taking place, and for that demolition
the Army now has o pay compensation.
According to the Defence Department’s
letter, the reason why the compulsory demo-
lition of the chimney was ordered was that
it afforded a useful aiming mark for tlce
enemy. In the very month in which this
chimney stack, beeause it afforded a useful
aiming mark for the enemy, was heing com-
pulsorily demolished, the wheat hospital silo,
which would be many times the size of the
chimney stack, was being erected in a far
more vulnerable area. As I have pointed
out, the military anthorities bere are not in
a position to say definitely whether they dic
or did not give permission for the erection
of that stracture. )

We cannot do anything about it, but it
does not reflect very much credit on the or-
ganisation here, nor does it give us many.
grounds for confidence when we find business
being condneted in that way. I wish to make
it clear that the present G.0.C. was not in
command of the Western Australian Lires
of Communication Area at the time; never-
theless the fact remains that at exactly the
same fime as the aunthorisation was given far
the building of the wheat hospital silo, the
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compulsory demolition of a chimney stack at
South Premantle, in a far less vulnerah::
area, wag taking place, and the military
authorities are unable to say whether or not
they gave permission for the wheat silo to
be ervected.

Having vegard to the faet that, if a
vivilian wishes to erect a dwelling house, he
must first of all submit plans to the military
it case the building might be of such a height
as to ohstruet military operations, and con-
sidering that headguarters did not know
whether or not permission had been granted
for the erection of a large structure like the
wheat hospital silo, we ave impelled to ask
ourselves, what eondition of affairs exists at
military headquarters? To me it was most
astonishing and I felt that Iarliament, which
had authorised the ingniry to be made, should
know what the civcumstances were. The re-
port of the Seleet Committee is self-explana-
tory. One recommendation has been made.
We recommended that the State Government
should make representations to the Common-
wealth Government to give the Australian
Wheat Board the power, which it says it
lacks, to purchase the land at North Fre-
mantle on which are erected the homes
whose occupants are suffering from dis-
ability owing to the existence of the wheat
bins. Accordingly I move the motion.

MR. WATTS (Katanning) : In seconding
the motion, I consider that the recommen-
dation of the Select Committee should de-
finitely be adopted by this House. As the
member for North-East Fremantle has
stated, there has been disclosed a most ex-
traordinary position, one that should not be
allowed to pass unnoticed by the Govern-
ment as guardian of the rights of the eiti-
zens of this State. The Seleet Commiitee’s
report discloses confirmation of the view ex-
pressed by the hon. member when he asked
this Chamber to authorise the investigation.
It has been established to the Select Com-
mittee’s satisfaction, as shown by its report,
that inconvenience has been suffered by per-

sons residing in the locality. The report
states—
Although the area has been gradually

passing from residential to industrial it is
abundantly clear that the establishment of the
bulk storage depots, and the loading opera-
tions connected therewith, have brought about
a more rapid deterioration of property and
have congiderably hastened the tramsition.

The statements of the member for North-
East Fremantle in moving for the appoint-
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ment of the Select Committee seem to have
been substantially proved, at least to the
Select Committee's satisfaction, That com-
mittee consisted of members to whose
opinions this House should pay considerable
regard.

The next point of importance raised is
that of the acquisition of the site by the
Australian Wheat Board. It is doubtless
true that the Australian Wheat Board has
no power to make that gcquisition. It is
equally true that if the Commonwealth has
power to institute the board and give it
authority to handle wheat, the Common-
wealth itself has the power to acquire this
property for that purpose, because it has
power to acquire on just terms property
for any purpose in respect of which it is en-
titled to make laws. I know of no con-
stitutional or other legal objection to its
making laws in regarg to this matter. There-
fore I know of no objection to its acquiring
the property in question.

The Premier: On just terms.

Mr, WATTS: On just terms, of course.
I say quite frankly that the Commonwealth
Government, before proceeding in the man-
ner it did, should have given attention to
the matters that have occupied our Selget
Committee. = The Commonwealth Govern-
ment should have made sure that the sur-
rounding property and the land upon which
it erected the wheat hospital were both pro-
perly vested in the Commonwealth Govern-
ment, as provided by the Constitution—
nzmely, on just terms. It is quite clear from
the Select Committee’s report that neither
of those things has received adequate atten-
tion from the Commonwealth Government.
As regards the very lands upon which the
wheat buildings were erected, it is not clear
what arrangements the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment made for a title to any of them.
The Commonwealth Government has cer-
tainly paid little attention, if any, to the
requirements of those residing in the vicin-
ity. In this matter the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment seems, as in a great many matters;
to be completely onable to carry out most
important transactions in a reasonable and
rational manner. Without going into that
aspeet of the question any further, [ am
going to say that I commend the Seleet
Committee for the work it has done. I am
quite cerfain that it has established a ease
showing that Commonwealth behavicur in
this matter has not been all that it should
be, and that the State Government is war-
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ranted in making the strongest approach to
the Commonwealth Government in the terms
of the Select Committee’s recommendations.

THE MINISTER FOR WOREKS: The
Government has no objection to the motion.
Question put and passed,

BILL—COAL. MINE WORKERS
(PENSIONS),

Councit’s Amendments—In Committee.

Resumed from an earlier stage of the sit-
ting. Mr. Marshall in the Chair; the Minis-
ter for Labonr in charge of the Bill,

The CHAIRMAN: The question before
the Committee ts the Council’s amendment
No. 1, reading—

No. 1. Clause 2 (1).—Definition of ‘‘mine
worker.’’—TInsert after the word ‘‘who’! in
the first line of paragraph (a) the words ‘‘at
any time since the thirty-first day of Decem-
ber, one thousand nine humdred and thirty-
seven, has been or.’?

The MINISTER FOR LABOUR: The
amendment really aims te include paragraph
(b) of the definition in paragraph (a), with
the object of avoiding the necessity for
having paragraph (b) in the definition. In
principle there would he no objection to
this amendment, except for the fact that
the amendment is really tied up with the
next one, which aims to alter the definition
of “mine worker’ in such a way as to
make it apply only to underground workers.
The Government heing anxious to retain that
definition as it was in our Bill, applying to
all workers, whether underground or on the
surface, I move—

That the amendment be not agreed to.

Mr. SEWARD: I understood the Minister
to say that he opposed this amendment on
the ground that the idea is to limit the scope
of the measure to underground workers.

The Minister for Lahour: No! Not this
amendment; the next one.

Question put and passed; the Council's
amendment not agreed to.

No. 2. Clause 2, (1).—Definition of “mine
worker.” Delete the words and parentheses
“(whether underground or ahove ground)
in or about” in lines 33 and 34, page 2,
and substitute the words "underground in.”

The MINISTER FOR LABOUR: This
is the amendment which aims to limit the
application of the proposed scheme to under-
ground workers alone.  The definition of
“mine worker” in our Bill was sufficiently
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wide to cover all miners, irrespective whether
they were digging coal underground or
handling coal on the surface. The Council’s
amendment would exclude from the scheme
all surface workers at any of the coalmines
of Collie, a condition which in my opinion
would make the scheme absolutely unaccept-
able. It is most difficult to imagine a group
of workmen sueh as the Collie miners accept-
ing a scheme for retirement, and for pen-
sions following refirement, for only portion
of the workers in the industry. If a scheme
of that kind were to be accepted, it would
amount te desertion by a section of the
miners of the other section; and that, of
course, cannot be contemplated for a single
moment.

The workers on the surface in the Collie
mines are just as essential for the working
of the industry as are the wunderground
workers, who could not function unless the
surface workers did the necessary work on
the surface, This is an attempt to divide the
workers into two camps and to exclude one
section from the scheme. It is unreasonable
and, if it sueceeds, will destroy the whole
scheme for cveryone concerned, even the
underground workers. Western Australia
would, therefore, in that case be the only
Btate of the Commonwealth to deny its coal-
miners a pensions scheme, Members know
that in New South Wales, Queensland and
Victoria pensions schemes similar to that
which we propose have been established and
are in operation. In cach of those three
States no attempt was made to confine the
benefits of the scheme to only a section of
the workers. The amendment is an attempt
to diseriminate unfzirly between the workers
in the industry and therefore it cannot meet
with the approval of the Governmeni. I
move—

" That the amendment be not agreed to.

Mr. WATTS: T have no particular desire
that the amendment should be agreed to, but
I think I understand what is underlying it,
because I have much the same opinion my-
self. Personally, I look upon the under-
ground workers in a far different way from
that in which I look upon the men who work
above ground. Upon reading the reports in
the Press of the debates on this Biil in
another place, 1 formed the opinion that
that Chamber was prepared to make a start
by granting a pensions scheme to the men
who work below ground. That is mv line
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of reasoning; we should provide pensions
for the workers most deserving of them.
The underground workers have a ‘most un-
pleasant occupation, one which is liable to
reduce their good health to poor health.
They, therefore, are worthy of sympathy
and consideration. The proposition to in-
clude all the workers in the industry within
the scheme is a fairly biz one, but it would
be reduced if the Council’s amendment were
agreed to. I presume the Minister's attitude
in asking us to disagree with the amendment
is that he will later on perhaps have an
opportunity to reseue the Bill from the
wastepaper basket. I prefer that we should
establish the principle, if it is a desirahle
principle, that a pensions scheme should be
introduced, but on a.contributory hasis, the
men bearing the greater burden to be the
first to receive the hencfits of the scheme.
We shounld be satisfled to make such a start.

Mr. SEWARD: I hope the amendment
will not be agreed to, because it diserimin-
ates between the workers engaged in the
coalmining industry by making provision
for underground workers and for certain
only of the men who work above ground.
For instance, a person engaged in clerical
work in connection with a coalmine is ex-
cluded from the benefits of the Bill. T take
it that the measure is designed to give re-
compense to those men who are working
under eonditions which may prejudice their
health. What difference is there between a
man engaged in transporting coal on the
surface from one place to another and a
young man working in the office? Both are
working above ground and both are breath-
ing purer air than are the man working
underground. Yet a distinetion is made be-
tween the man engaged in transport and
the young fellow working in the office. In
my opinion, that is unfair. A superintend-
ent, manager or under-manager is also not
to be permitted to reeeive the benefits of the
scheme, while an elected officer of an in-
dustrial er trade union is. As was pointed
out by the Leader of the Opposition and by
those who sponsored the amendment in the
Upper House, it would be better if the meas-
ure were eonfined to the men working under-
ground.

Mr. WARNER: I agree with the argm-
ment put forward by the Minister. 1 see
no need for the amendment, nor do I think
it will be of any advantage to the industry.
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In my opirion, the scheme could not fune-
tion properly if the workers in the indus-
try were split into factions. This amend-
ment may be the thin end of the wedge
to prevent the passage of the Bill. It
should be a ease of one in, all in.

The MINISTER FOR LABOUR: There
s another point I wish to put before the
Committee at this stage, and it is import-
ant. Very many of the surface workers at
Collie today were for years underground
workers., It was becanse of the effect vpon
their health throngh working underground
for many years that the companies provided
them with employment on the surface. If
the amendment is aceepfed, those men will
be excluded from the benefits of the scheme.
This peint is another solid reason why the
Committee should not agree to the amend-
ment.

Mr. WILSON: I point out that most
of the men working on the surface at the
coalmines in Collie are men who have worked
below for many years. I will give members
particulars. A man named Parker worked
for 13 years underground and, on aecount
of ill-health, was transferred to work on
the surface. Another worker named Walker
worked 20 years underground; he, too, is
now working on the surface owing to ill-
health. Other men have worked 15 years,
20 years and 22 years underground and
most of them, as a result, are suffering from
ill-health. Some have had aceidents under-
ground. One man lost a foot. Still another
had his leg poisoned. Surely, these people
are entitled to some compensation. The
trouble is that members of Parliament have
not been to Collie and are not aware of the
actual conditions under which these men
work underground, in trousers, with flannel
off. I suggest that members of this Com-
mittee go to Collie and see what the men do
for their living and interview some of the
old men there. They might then show less
antagonism to the Bill. There are seven
men below to every one man on top. In one
place there are 700 men below and 100 on
top, and to differentiate between them seems
to me to seek to drive a wedge to split the
men. Collie has been standing well for the
last two years. To agree to this amendment
will create trouble.

Question put and passed; the Council’s
amendment not agreed to.

[ASSEMBLY.]

No. 3. Clanse 2 (1)—Delete paragraph
(b) of the definition.

The MINISTER FOR LABOUR: Hav-
ing defeated amendment No. 1, we desire to
retain paragraph (b) in the definition of
“mine worker,” which provides that a per-
son who was at any time after the 3lst
December, 1937, engaged as a mine worker
in the coal industry shall come within the
definition of “mine worker.” 1 move—

That the amendment be not agreed to,

Question put and passed; the Council’s
amendment not agreed to.

No. 4. Clause 2 (1), Defirition of “mine
worker”—Delete the words “or about” in
line 7, page 3.

The MINISTER FOR LABOUR: This
is consequential to amendment Neo. 2 which
aimed to make the definition of “mine
worker” applicable only to underground
workers. I move—

That the amendment be not agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Council’s
amendment not agreed to.

No. 5. Clanse 2 (1). Definition of “mine
worker”—Delete paragraph (d) on page 3.

The MINISTER FOR LABOUR: This
paragraph refers fo a person who is em-
ployed by the owner of a coal mine in this
State, and who in the course of such employ-
ment is principally engaged in the transport
of coal from the mine to the point of de-
livery by the owner; and for the purpose
of the paragraph “point of delivery” means
the place at which coal is delivered by the
owner of the mine to a ratllway for trans-
portation. Under existing conditions at
Collie the distance of delivery from the mines
to the railway is very short, and those men
engaged upon the transport of coal from the
mineg to the railway are very much an essen-
tial part of the industry. They are eovered
by the appropriate award for mine workers,
and this attempt by the Legislative Couneil
to remove them from the definition of “mine
worker” is one that should be vesisted. I
move—

That the amendment be not agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Counecil’s
amendment not agreed to.

XNo. 6. Clause 2 (1) : Definition of “mine
worker”—Add after the word “definition” in
line 36, page 3 the following words “and who
has actually worked in a coal mine in Wastern
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Australia for periods aggregating in all noé ~

less than five years.”

The MINISTER FOR LABOUR: This
deals with “an elected official of an industrial
or trade union of employees or of an asso-
ciation of employees, ete.” The Legisiative
Council agrees to the inclusion of such an
official in the definition of “mine worker” but
proposes that certain words be added. Under
the amendment, if an elected official of a
trade union concerned in the industry bad
noft worked in a eoal mine in this State for
periods aggregating five years or more he
would not be eligible to come under the
scheme. T eannot imagine that there would
be any elected official who would not meet
this special additional qualification, but we
should leave it to the coal miners themselves
to use their own good judgment in the elec-
tion by ballot of their own officials. That
is the safeguard we have. 'We can rely on
them to elect & practical miner with the neces-
sary experience. If they elected someone
who could not meet this special gualification
we can he sure the official would be elected
because of other special qualifications he pos-
sessed. We ought in this matter to rely on
the sound judgment and commonsense of the
miners to elect their own union official irre-
speetive of how long he might have worked
in a coal mine in this State, in any other
State or in any other country. That is
really a domestic matter for the members of
the union themselves. The elected official
works for the union, which is responsible for
paying him and keeping him in his position
or dismissing him if ecircumstances warrant
dismissal. I move—

That the amendment be not agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Couneil’s
amendment not agreed to.

No. 7. Clause 2 (2) (b)—Delete the words
and parentheses “(whether underground or
above ground) in or about” in lines 36 and
37, page 4, and substitute the words “under-
ground in.”

The MINISTER FOR LABOUR: This is
one of the consequential amendments related
to amendment No. 2. Tt seeks to limit the
applieation of Subclanse (2) of Clause 2 to
men who have worked underground instead
of allowing the subelause to apply to all
workers in the industry. We have already
rejected two similar amendments. 1 move—

That the amendment be not agreed to.

azr

Question put and passed; the Council’s
amendment not agreed to.

No. 8. Clause 2, (2), (¢})—Delete the
words “a person” in line 11, page 5.

The MINISTER FOR LABOUR; The ob-
ject of this amendment is to improve the
drafting. I move—

That the amendment be agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Council’s
amendment agreed to.

No. 9. Clause 2, (2), (e)—Delete the
words and parentheses “{whether under-
ground or above ground) in or about” in
lines 15 and 16, page 5, and substitute the
words “underground in.”

The MINISTER FOR LABOUR: This is
a consequential amendment velating to the
restriction of the definition of “mine worker”
to underground workers. I move—

That the amendment be not agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Council’s
amendment not agreed to.

No. 10. Clause 2—Delete Subclavse (4)
on pages 5 and 6.

The MINISTER FOR LABOQUR: This
has relationship to the special exclusions
from the definition of “mine worker” which
are to be found earlier in Clause 2. In para-
egraph (g} of Clause 2, in the proviso cer-
tain classes of workers are specially ex-
cluded from the definition of “mine worker.”
Amendment No. 10 deals with Subelanse (4)
of Clause 2. Subelause (4) gives the Gover-
nor power by proclamation to extend the
definition of the term “mine worker” for
the purpose of including any one of the pro-
hibited eclasses in the proviso to which I
have previously referred. Briefly, the Gov-
ernment iz anxious in the estzblishment of
this scheme that only the essential classes
of workers shall be covered. That is why
ccrtain other classes, not so esseatial, have
been specifically excluded. But we want the
power to inelude these prohibited classes
when the scheme is well established and fin-
ancially sound. This might meet the ob-
jection raised by the riember for Pingelly
when the Bill was before the House at the
second reading stage, and again when it
was being dealt with in Committee. He
also raised the same objection this after-
noon. I move—

That the amendment be not agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Couneil’s
amendment not agreed to.
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No. 11. Clause 3, (1)—Delete the words

“or about” in line 18, page 6.

No. 12. Clause 3, (2)—Delete the words
“or about” in line 26, page 6.

On motions by the Minister for Labour,
the foregoing amendments were not agreed to.

No. 13. Clause 3, (4)—Delete all words
after the word “official” in line 34, page 6,
down to and including the date “1912-1941”
in line 38, and substitute the words “as set
out in paragraph (g) of the defirition of
‘mine worker’ in Seetion 2.”

The MINISTER FOR LABOUR: I pro-
pose to agree to this amendment, The Legis-
lative Couneil has improved the drafting of
Subclause {(4) of Clanse 3. I move—

That tke amendment be agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Counecil’s
amendment agreed to,

No. 14. Claunse 3, (4)—Delete the words
“or about” in line 40, page 6.

No. 15. Clause 3, {6)—Delete the words
“or about” in line 4, page 7.

On motions by the Minister for Labour,
the foregoing amendments were not agreed to.

No. 16. Clause 5, {1)—Add at the end
of Subelause (1) after the word “mine
worker” in line 42, page 8, the following
words—“exeept as provided in Subsection
{2) of this section.”

The MINISTER FOR LABOUR: Clause
5 provides for compulsory retirement and
the payment of pensions on compulsory re-
tirement. The amendments of the Legisla-
tive Council, Nos. 16 to 25 inclusive, seek to
wipe out the compulsory retirement provi-
sions of the Bill. The Couneil proposes
that retirement from the indusiry shall not
be compulsory. If these amendments are
accepted a man could remain in the indus-
try after reaching 60 years of age for as
long as the tribunal was satisfied that his
health and physical condition were such as
io enable him to earry on. Members will
realise that when the basis of a pensions
scheme is shifted from a compulsory to a
voluntary one, many complications and dif-
ficulties are introduced, and they mitigate
against the suceessful management of the
scheme and ecause headaches for those
Tesponsible,

Under a compulsory retivement scheme,
the management committee or fribunal knows
just how it stands. It has all the informa-
tion available as to when men are reaching
retiring age, how many men will retire each
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vear and so on. It ean estimate its revenue
requirements fairly accurately and Lknows,
with reasonable aeenracy, what its expendi-
ture will he. If the hasis is changed from
a compulsory to a voluntary oac the manage-
ment committee will never know where it is.
It will never know when men are to retire, or
are poing to retire and the probability is that
there will be periods when the income will
not be sufficient to meet the expenditurs.
It is quite conecivable that in one year the
management committee will be faced with a
large number of retirements, and in another
year with a light number. So, from year to
vear the members of the tribunal will be the
greatest consumers of Aspros in the State,
becanse they will have a headache a minute
trying to estimate their required revenue and
expenditure. It seems to me that ‘the Legis-
lative Council’'s amendments, Nos. 16 to 25
inclusive are such as eannot possibly be ac-
cepted. They would upset the whole basiy
of the scheme; and, in addition to ereating
the difficulties T have already outlined, wounld
bring about a considerable numbher of com-
plications. I move—

That the amendment be not agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Council's
amendment not agreed to.

No. 17. Clause 5, (2), (a)—Delete the
words “shall be retired” in line 4, page 9,
and substitute the words “may retire”.

Xo. 18. Clavuse 5 (2}, (a)—Delete the
word “shall” appearing before the word
“vacate” in line 4, page 9.

No. 19. {lause 5, (2), (b)—Delete the
words “shall be retired” in line 10, page 9,
and substitute the words “may retire.”

No. 20. Clause 5, (2), (b)—Delete the
word “shall” appearing before the word
“vacate in line 10, page 9.

Yo, 21. Clause 5, (2)—Delete the words
“shall be retired” in line 16, page 9, and sub-
stitute the words “may retire”.

No. 22. (Clause 5, (2)—Delete the word
“shall” appearing before the word “vacate”
in line 16, page 9.

No. 23. Clause 5, (2)—Delete paragraph
(¢), page 9.

No. 24. Clause 5—Delete Subclause (5),
page 10.

No. 25. Clause 5—Insert a new subclause
after Subelause (5) to stend as Subelause
(6), as follows:—

(6) Notwithstanding any other provision of
this Aet, any mine worker who has attained
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or shall attain the age of sixty years may ac.
cept employment as a mine worker or continue
in employment as a mine worker during the
period of the continuance of the present war
and for a period of three months thereafter,
and it shall be lawful for any person fo take
into or retain in his employment ns a mine
worker during the periods aforesaid any mine
worker who has attained or shall attain the
age of sixty years.

No. 26. Clause 5—Insert a further new
subelause after new Sunbelause (6) to stand
as Subclause (7), as follows:—

{7) Provided that if in the opinion of a
tribunal a mine worker of or above the age
of sixty years is unable to continue his em-
ployment by reason of his physical disabilities
or if, in the opinion of the tribunal the em-
ployment of such mine worker would be detri-
mental to the safety of his fellow mine
workers, such mine worker shall be retired by
the tribunal.

On motions by the Minister for Labour,
the foregoing amendments were not agreed
to.

No. 27. Clause 6, (1), (a)—Delete the
words “or about” in line 44, page 10.

The MINISTER FOR LABOUR: This
amendment is consequential on an earlier
amendment slready defeated, and has appli-
cation to the definition of “mine worker.”
This secks to restrict the definition to the
men who work underground. As we have
already defeated a similar amendment, I
move—

That the amendment be not agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Couneil’s
amendment not agreed to.

No. 28. Clause 6, (1), {a)—Delete the
word “three” in line 45, page 10, and sub-
gtitute the word “five.”

The MINISTER FOR LABOUR: This
amendment deals with the ¢lause which pro-
vides that the pension may be paid under
certain conditions to cortain classes of men
consequent upon their having been regularly
employed in the coalmining industry. One
of the restrictions is that the man must have
actually worked in a coal mine in Western
Australia for not less than 300 days during
a period of five years. The Legislative
Council proposes to substitute 500 days for
300 days. That appears to make the restrie-
tion somewhat harsh and I move—

That the amendment be not agreed to.

Mr. WATTS : The Minister remarked that
the Council’'s amendment would make the
condition somewhat harsh. Why should 200
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days additional employment make the con-
dition bharsh?
The Minister for Labour: Because it
represents 200 days more than 300 days.
Mr. WATTS: That is not a satisfactory
answer.

Mr. MeDONALD: That is a vather poor
and impertinent reply by the Minister. We
are proceeding at a fast rate with the con-
sideration of the Council’s amendments to
a tather important Bill. T have every
sympathy with the coaiminers who are work-
ing in a very unpleasant oceupation, and I
would like them to get what they possibly
can. The Bill should be based on decent prin-
ciples and, as far as I can see, any man can
go along and, by working for two months in
every twelve over a period of five years,
aequire pension rights,

Mr. Wilson: He would not be allowed to
work in the mine.

Mr. Seward: Then why put suech a pro-
vision in the Bill%

Mr, McDONALD: We should not load
the pensions scheme to the detriment of the
miners themselves and the pension they may
receive, by allowing all sorts of people to get
in and participate. The provision for 500
days of work in a period of five years is
very reasonahle and lenient, and there is jus-
tification for that provision compared with
that which appears in the Bill. I cannot
see that its effect is self-evident, as the
Minister suggested.

Mr. WILSON: I can give instances of
what has happened. Five years ago a man
met with a serious accident in the mine and
for two years was unable to do any work.
During the next three years he was only able
to work spasmodically. His pension rights
should be preserved. This phase has been
gone into thoroughly in New South Wales,
Queensland and Vietoria, where direct evi-
dence is procurable regarding such instances.
We could easily unwittingly do an injury to
the worker. In the circumstaneces, the pro-
vision for 300 days is fair.

Mr. McDONALD: I thank the member for
Collie for his explanation, which makes the
position considerably clearer to the Commit-
tee. I am ecertainly indebted to him for
having the advantage of that explanation,

The MINISTER FOR LABOQUR: I did
not regard the Leader of the ‘Opporition’s
query as altogether serious.
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Mr. Watts: It was very serious.

The MINISTER FOR LABOUR: I am
sorry. The hon. member merely asked the
question and sat down.

Mr, Watts: I gave you an opportunity to
answer the question in an intelligible manner.

The MINISTER FOR LABOUR: Yes,
but 1 did not think the hon. member was
serious. It must be obvious that if we in-
crease the obligation to work from 300 days
to 500 days, we make the qualification al-
most twice as diffienlt to fulfil. It is a sub-
stantial period increase,

Mr. Seward: Over five years?

The MINISTER FOR LABOUR: I think
that makes it pretty clear why tha Council’s
amendment is on the harsh side. Tt might
easily rule out many men who would have
a reasonable claim to consideration.

Mr. WATTS: I held a view similar to
that expressed by the member for West
Perth, and I still retain it. The proposal
in the Bill whereby a man is required ae-
tually to work in the industry for nof less
than 300 days in fve years gives him an
opportunity to work 60 days, or two months,
in each year over a five-year period, and
then he becomes qualified for a peunsion.
In the next suceeeding subparagraph is a
provision referring to a worker having been
engaged in the industry for not less than
20 years in all. Comparing the two posi-
tions, the provision regarding the latier
might appear to be harsh. We should pro-
vide for a reasonably lengthy engagement
in the industry as justification for qualifi-
cation for pension rights.

Question put and a division taken with
the following results:—

Ayes . - .. ... 21
Noes . .. .. .. 13
Majority for 8
AYESB.

Mr, Berry Mr. Needham

Mr. Qollier Mr. Nulsen

Mr. Coverley Mr, Panton

Mr. Oross Mr. J. H. Smith

Mr. Hawke Mr. Tonkin

Mr. J. Hegoey Mr. Triat

Mr. W, Hegney Mr. Warner

Mr. Johnmon My, Willcock

Mr, Kelly Mr. Withers

Mr. Leahy Mr. Wilson

Mr. Millington (Teller.)

Nngs

Mr, Boyle Mr. Perking

Mra. Cardell-Oliver Mr. Sampson

Mr. Hill Mr. Seward

Mr. Keenan Mr, Shearn

Mr. MeDonald Mr. Watts

Mr. MeLarty Mr. Doney

Mr, North (Tetler N
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Question thus passed; the Counecil’s

amendment not agreed to.

No. 29. Clause 6 (1) (b)—Delete the
words “or about” in line 13, page 11.

The MINISTER FOR LABOUR: This
is another consequential amendment. I
move—

That the amendment be not agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Coun-
¢il’s amendment not agreed to.

No, 30. Clause 6—Insert a proviso after
paragraph (b} of Subelause (1) as follows-
—“Provided that a mine worker who be-
cause of ill-health certified to by medical
certificate was unable to work sixty days
on his last year of employment but who has
fulfilled all other obligations under this Act
shall not be debarred from receiving a pen-
sion under this section.”

The MINISTER FOR LABOUR: This
amendment aims at allowing a mine worker
to become eligible to receive o pension even
though in his last year of employment he
did not work 60 days, but he must pro-
duce a medical certificate to show that his
health was such as fo prevent him from
working the full 60 days. I move—

That the amendment be agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Council’s
amendment agreed to,

No. 31. Clause 6—Delete Subclause {2),
page 11.

The MINISTER FOR LABOUR: Sub-
clause (2) provides that any worker who
is 60 years or over when this part
of the Act commences and has worked for
not less than 60 days in all in the preceding
12 months shall be entitled to a pension of
30s. & week. There is a proviso that the
tribunal shall not award a pension unless it
is satisfied that the worker’s employment
during the past 12 months was bona fide,
and was not bronght about mainly for the
purpose of obtaining a pension. The Coun-
cil proposes to delete that subelanse. I
move— ]

That the amendment be not agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Counecil's
amendment not agreed to.

No. 32. Clause 6, (3), (a).—Delete the
words “six handred” in line 6, page 12,
and substitute the words “one thousand.”

The MINISTER FOR LABOUR: This
vlass of worker, instend of baving to work
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600 days or more, would have to work 1,000
days or more. The same reasons may be
given for disagreeing to this amendment as
were given in respect of a previous amend-
ment, I move—

That the amendment be not agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Couneil's
amendment not agreed to.

No. 33. Clause 8—Delete this claunse.

The MINISTER FOR LABOUR: Clause
8 deals with possible hard-luck cases and
gives the tribunal diseretionary power to
award a pension where, in its judgment, the
case is a borderline one and, if a pension
were not granted, injustice would be done.
The Council proposes to delete the claunse.
It is fair to give the tribunal some disere-
tionary power to deasl with borderline eases.
I move—

That the amendment be not agreed to.

Mr. MecDONALD: T am easy about the
amendment, but if any clanse is caleulated
to give the tribunal and its actuary a head-
ache, it wounld be this one becanse its effect
is quite wnpredictable. There is no basis to
qualify a man for ohtaining a pension if
it would be inequitable not to give him one,
but no actuary or prophet could form an
idea how many bhard-luek eases there will
be. This clanse will bring the Bill well into
the realms of conjeeture.

- Question put and passed; Council’s amend-
ment not agreed to.

No. 34. Clause 9.—Delete all words after
the word “years” in line 31, page 14.

The MINISTER FOR LABOUR: The
Council desires that an allowance shall be
payable to a female over 16 years of age
irrespective of whether she is caring for any
child or step-child of the mine worker where
the child is under 16. This amendment is
favourable to the female concerned, and I
therefore move—

That the amendment be agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Council’s
amendment agreed to.

- No. 35. Clause 18.—Delete the word
“geeruing” in line 17, page 24, and substitute
the word “received.”

The MINISTER FOR LABOUR: I eon-
sider that the substitntion of “received” for
“accruing” improves the drafting of the
Bill, and will probably render its adminis-
tration easier. I move—

That the amendment be agreed to.

[108]
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Question put and passed; the Couneil’s
amendment agreed to.

No. 36. Clause 19.—Delete Subclanse (6)
on pages 26 and 27.

The MINISTER FOR LABOUR: This is
a highly important amendment. Subelaunse
{6) provides that the companies shall not
be permitted to include in the eost of coal
1o be sold to consumers the total of their
contributions to the pensions fund. If lays
down that the coalmine owners shall not
pass on in the price of coal more than 50
per cent of their eontribotions to the fund,
or more than 2d. per fon. It provides that
the amounts which the companies will have
to bear out of their profits in respect of
their contributions to the fund shall be
recovered from dividends to preference
skareholders. The Council’s amendment pro-
poses wholly to delete the subelause, and
therefore to allow the companies to pass on,
in the price of coal to consumers, the whole
of the eompanieg’ eontributions to the fund.

If the amendment were accepted, the com-
panies would pay nothing, in a real sense,
to the fund. They would not help to finance
it in any shape or form out of their own
profits, 'They would pay the contributions
demanded of them by the tribunal from year
to year, and then would immediately pass on
the whole of such payments in increased
prices of coal, thus saddling the cost on the
consumers. In effeet this would mean that
instead of the Government meeting only its
share of the contributions, the Government
wonld meet its own share and would in ad-
dition have to meet at least 90 per cent.
of the companies’ contributiens, baeanse the
companies would in the increased price of
coal pass on to the Government contribu-
tions which they would otherwise pay ont
of their profits. They ought to pay out of
their profits something towards the scheme.
They are not treated harshly, since they are
permitted to recover from consumers 50 per
cent. of their contributions. It would be a
reasonable action on their part to support
the scheme to the extent to whick our Bili
calls upon them.

The effeet of the Council’s amendment
would bhe to let the companies get off abso-
lutely scot free. The men could not obtain
from the Industrial Arbitration Court an
inerease of, say, 2s. per month fo reimburse
them for their contributions to the fund.
If the companies ave responsible for sooling
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the dogs on in respect of the deletion of
the subelanse, I hope they will soon eall
those dogs off, and reasonably—and graci-
ously tao, T hope—shoulder some of the real,
aetual contributions to the fund. I think
they owe that {o the men who have worked
for so many years in the mines, developing
the industry and making profits possible. 1f
the Bill goes to a eonference the wording of
Subelause (6) of Clause 19 might be capahle
of drastie alteration so long as the subclaunse,
as altered in eonference, would still impose
upon the companies a veal liability to meat
out of their pockets their share of the con-
tributions to the pensions fund. I move—
That the amendment be not agreed to.

Myr. McDONALD: I have no concern with
the companies. In faet, T have only once
met the people interested. I am always con-
cerned, however, to speak in this Chambar
if I see diserimination against any company
or any individual, where discrimination is
not warranted. It may be that the com-
panies should contribute something towards
this fund, bhut I eontend that this Chamber
is not the tribunal to determine that. I pre-
viously pointed out that this industry stands
in a partiealar relationship to the eom-
munity., This is a ecase where the earn-
ings or profits of the companies are
fixed by an independent tribunal, which,
after hearing both sides and considering
all the faets, arrives at a determination.
The last tribunal arrived at a determination
which is the current determination. Mr.
Justice Davidson, a judge of the Supreme
Court of New Sonuth Wales, was the tri-
bunal. After hearing the parties and going
Into the facts, he awarded the company a
certain profit. T am aware of the reply
which was given by the Minister, to the
effect that, when making his last determina-
tion, Mr. Justice Davidson expressed the
opinion that the dividends of the preference
shareholders were too high; although, in
faet, I think I said when speaking before
on this measure that on the market price
of the shares and what had heen paid for
the preference shares, the dividend worked
out at a little over six per cent.

That is a faet which may or may not have
been present to the mind of the judge when
he made that remark. Tf we enter on & course
of eonduet or into an arrangement by which
the profit or remuneration of a company or
of & worker is determined by an arbitration
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tribunal—and in this ease I care not whe-
ther the recipient is a company, a number of
shareholders, a carpenter, a worker in the
goldmining industry or any other worker—-
if the arbitration tribunal says that the pro-
fit from his services or work shall be =0
much, then this Chamber should not, with-
out knowing the facts and without hearing
the parties and without having the machin-
ery to do so, interfere with that determina-
tion. I am not concerned whether the coal
companies are earning a lot of money or
very little; it does not interest me in the
slightest degree. I am quite agreeable that
—and to my mind it would he reasonable—
the Government should at the carliest oppor-
tunity, if this Bill becomes law, ask the tri-
bunal concerned to determine whether any
part and, if so, how much, of the econtribu-
tions towards this pensions fund should be
borne by the shareholders. I hope, if this
Bill goes to a conference, some arrangement
will be made, or some compromise arrived
at, to embody the prineiple I have expressed
in the Bill.

Question put and passed; the Council’s
amendment not agreed to.

No. 37. Clause 32 (1)—Delete the words
“or any two justices” in lines 7 and 8, on
page 32.

The MINISTER FOR LABQUR: This
clguse deals with penalties, and I see no
objection {0 the amendment. I move—

That the amendment be agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Council's
amendment agreed to.

No. 38. Clause 32 (2)—Delete the words
“or justices” in line 9, page 32.

The MINISTER FOR LABOUR: This
amendment is simjlar to the preceding one.
I move—

That the amendment be agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Councilt's
amendment agreed to.

No. 39. Clause 33—Delete all words after
the word “fund” in line 15, page 32.

The MINISTER FOR LABOUR: Upen
reading the clause closely, I agree that the
words proposed to be struck ouf are super-
flaious. The amendment will improve the
clanse and perhaps save the tribunal worry
as to what is actually meant by the last ten
or twelve words of the elanse. I move—

That the amendment be agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Council’s
amendment agreed to.
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No. 40, New Clause: Insert after Clause
13 a new clause 14, as follows:—

Reduction of pensions: 14, Notwithstanding
uhything in this Act hereinbefore contained
or implied, in any case where the receipt of a
peasion under this Act debars or prevents or
ig likely to debar or prevent a mine worker or
i dependant of a mine worker from receiving
or becoming eligible to receive a pension under
any of the provigions of the Commenwealth
Invalid and Old Age Pensions Act, 1908-1942,
the tribumal shall reduce the pension payable
under this Act to twelve shillings and sixpence
per week, or any other approprinte amount,
S0 that the person comeerned reccives or be-
comeg eligible to receive the Commonwealth
pension aforesaid,

Provided that, if at any time Ly virtue of
legislation of the Commonwealth Taurliament
or otherwise the pensions payable under this
Act in no way affeet the right to or the
amount of a pension payable under the Com-
monwealth Invalid and Old Apge Pensions Act,
1908-1942, the tribunal shall pay to eligible
persons the full rate of pension preseribed in
this Aect.

The MINISTER FOR LABOUR: The
new elause proposes to give the tribunal
power to reduee the pensions payable under
this scheme. The idea is that when a ve-
tired miner becomes eligible for an old age
or invalid pension, the tribunal shall have
power to reduce the pension granted by the
tribunal to such an extent as to make the
retired miner eligible to receive in full cither
the old age or the invalid pension. If this
clause is not ineluded in the Bill, the legal
* position will be that the retived miners will
he receiving such a pension from the tribunal
as will render them,ineligible to receive the
old age or the invalid pension. Memhers
will realise that unless this clause is agreed
to, the pensions fund will carry a consider-
able liability which, in ordinary -circum-
slances, would be carried by the Common-
wealth Government, We have no desire by
this proposed legislation to relieve the Com-
monwealth Government of any of its normal
finanecial liabilities in respeet of old age or
invalid pensions,

We want the Commonwealth Government
"to remain liable to pay to refired miners
etther the old age or invalid pensions which
they would normatly be entitled to receive
from the Commonwealth. In this proposed
new clause, we give our tribunal power to
reduee the pension from our fund to an
amount sufficiently low to ensure that the
retired miners will receive in full the old
age or invalid pension, whichever thev may
he entfitled to. The whole purpose of the
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amendment is to keep placed on the shoulders
of the Commonwealth Government full lia-
bility for old age or invalid pensions to
coalminers after they are retired under this
scheme, If the men are retired at 60, they
wilt continue until they reach the age of
65 to receive a full pension from our scheme,
but when they reach 65 and thus normally
become eligible for an old age pension, our
{ribunal will reduce its pension to 12s. 6d.
a woek in most cases, and they will imme-
diately beecome eligible to receive the full
old age pension, whieh will bring their total
pension practically to the same figure as
before they reached the age of 65.

If the proposcd new eclause be not in-
¢luded, the financial burden placed upon our
scheme will become so great as to lead to
very serious incrcases in the rates of econ-
{ributions by the miners and the companies.
From that point of view, the pension to be
received by the mioers would not be worth
while on the basis of the mueh heavier con-
tributions they would have to pay. It is
ot only wise but ahsolutely fair that we
should inelude in our legislation provision to
ensure that the Commonwealth Government
shall not he relieved of its proper responsi-
bilities simply because we in this Parliament
pasg legislation to set up a pensions scheme
for our miners. 1 move—

That the amendment be agreed to.

Mr. SEWARD: So far we have been con-
sidering this Bill as one to give pensions to
the ecoalminers, and the contributions that
have heen fixed have been in order to enable
the fund to pay those pensions. Now we
have a proposal to insert a provision thal
in order to maintain a man’s right to get
his old age or invalid pen<ion. and in order
to relieve the fund of the necessity for find-
ing the pension for the payment of which
we are supposed to be providing, the tribunal
can reduce the amount. That is extraor-
dinary. How on earth were the amounts
that have to be paid by the various contri-
butors to the fund fixed?

The MINISTER FPOR LABQUR: I am
glad the member for Pingelly has raised the
point. Qur Bill was drafted on the bhasis
of similar legislation passed in New Soutlt
‘Wales and Quneensland, and on the under-
standing that whenever our retired coal-
miners veached 63 years of age or became
eligible to receive an invalid pension there
would be no difficulty whatever in their re-
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ceiving such a pension. The whole of the
estimates in connection with the seheme were
based upon that understanding. During the
progress of the Bill through this Parliament
it was discovered from Queensland and New
South Wales that they were not able to
arrange for their retired miners to receive
any adequate payment from the Common-
wealth Pensions Department in respect of
either old age or invalid pensions. This
meant that in those two States the whale
of the financial burden was being placed on
the Coal Miners’ Pensions Fund, and the
financial difficulties that have arisen in New
South Wales and Queensland are such as to
have caused representations to be made by
both States to the Prime Minister for the
purpose of trving ta eonvinee him that ae-
tion should he taken to ensnre that the Com-
monwealth Government pays retired coal-
miners the old age penston when they reach
65 years of age or the invalid pension if
they are eligible to receive that, so that the
Coal Miners’ Pensions Fund in New South
Wales and Queensland might he relieved
of an unexpected burden which was not
thought of at the beginning, and so that the
Coal Miners’ Pensions Fund in each State
might be kept solvent.

T understand that in New South Wales the
State Government has had to provide large
sums of money to keep the fund solvent
because of the Commonwealth Pensions De-
partment taking the attitude—quite rightly,
from a legal point of view—that when a coal-
miner was receiving the full amount of pen-
sion provided for in the fund of that State,
he automatically rendered himself ineligible
to receive the old age pension. So it will be
under our legislation unless we insert this
new clause If j retired miner were receiving
£2 2 week from our fund, his income would
be too great to allow him to become eligible
for ths old age penmsion. Our fund would
have to go on gll the time paying £2 n week
to that man, The estimates contained in our
Bill in regard to contributions from the
companies and the miners were based on the
understanding that the Commonwealth Pen-
sions Department did pay old age and invaiid
pensions in full to retired coalminers under
the pensions scheme, whenever those miners
became eligible for them. We ascertained—
and only just in time—that the position
legally was different from what we had been
led to believe, and as a result we have had
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this new clause drafted for insertion in the
Bill by the Legislative Council, together with
a subsequent one. In the Legislative Councit
the Chief Secretary explained the case
clearly. Members there were anxious to have
this new clause inserted, and unanimously
agreed {o insert it.

Mr, SEWARD: I presume that New South
Wales and Queensland are asking the Prime
Minister to ensure that these men are paid
the old age or invalid pension and that the
rate of pension from the scheme will be re-
duced. If that is not done, the men therz
might be in a fay better position than our
men.

The MINISTER FOR LABOUR: The
representations made to the Prime Minister
by New South Wales and Queensland were
along the lines suggested by the member for
Pingelly, namely, that old age and invalid
pensions should be paid to the men when
they are entitled to them, and that their
pensions from the Coal Miners' Pensions
Fund should be reduced accordingly. How-
ever, the Prime Minister has refused to do
as requested. Therefore the only course for
New Scuth Wales and Queensland to adopt
will be to amend their respective Acis in the
same way as the Legislative Couneil has
now agreed to alter our Bill. I move—

That the amendment be agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Counecil’s
amendment agreed to.

No. 41. New clause?’ Insert affer new
Clause 14, a further new Clause 15, as fol-
lows:—

Increase or review of pemsion rates for mine
workers not in reeeipt of or entitled to Com-
monwealth pensions: 15. The pension paynble
under Sections six or seven of this Act to any
mine worker who is not in receipt of or is not
entitled to receive a pension under the Com-
monwealth Invalid and Old Age Pensions Act,
1908-1942, shall be subject to increase or re-
view as hereinafter provided—

(i) if at the time any mine worker com-
mences to receive a pension under
this Act the maximum rate of pen-
gion payable under the Common-
wealth Invalid and Old Age Pen-
gions Act, 1908.1942, has been in-
ereased ahove twenty-seven shillings
and sixpence per week by virtue
of cost of living adjustment under
Section twenty-four (1A) of the
said Commonwealth Aect, the pen-
sion payable under thia Aet ghall
be increased by the amount of the
difference  between twenty-seven
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shillings and sixpence per week and
total weekly pension then payable
under the Commonwealth Act;

{ii) the rates of pensions payable under
this Act shall be subject fo review
by the tribunal each quarter and
shall be increased (and if increased
shall be liable to be decreased) by
the samec amounts by which the
maximum rate of old age pension is
inereased or decreased for the same
period under the provisions of Sec-
tion twenty-four (1A} of the Com-
monwealth Invalid and 0ld Age
Pengions Act, 1908-1942.

Adjustments under this subsec-
tion shall commence with the first
review of the old age pensions made
under the said Section twenty-four
(1A) after the commencement of
this Aet.

Provided that the rates of pen-
sions shall not in any event be re-
duced under the provisions of this
section to less than the rates pre-
acribed by Sections six or seven of
this Act.

The MINISTER FOR LABOUR: This
is another new clause dealing with exactly
the same principle as the previous one. It
empowers the tribunal to reduce the amount
to be paid to the various retired coalminers
so that they will be entitled to get the full
advantage of the Commonwealth old age or
invalid pension. By this means our own
Coal Miners’ Pensions Fund will be relieved
of what would otherwise be a very heavy
and almost impossible finaneial liability.
Practically the same arguments apply to
this clause as to the previous one, I move—

That the Council’s amendment be agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Council’s
amendment agreed to.

Resolutions reported
adopted.

A commitiee consisting of Mr. Wilson,
Mr. Seward and the Minister for Labour,
drew up reasons for not agreeing to certain
of the Council’s dmendments.

Reasons adopted, and a message accord-
ingly returned to the Couneil.

and the report

BILL—COMMONWEALTH POWERS.
Councils Amendments—In Commitiee.

Resumed from an earlier stage of the sit-
ting. Mr. Marshall in the Chair; the Pre-
mier in charge of the Bill

The CHAIRM AN : Progress was reported
on amendment No. 4 made hy the Legisia-
tive Couneil. The question is that the amend-
ment he not agreed to.
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The MINISTER FOR LABOUR : Amend-
ment No. 4 has been partly discussed. The
objection taken to the paragraph followed
somewhat along lines similar to those pursued
when the Bill was dealt with in Committee
in this Chamber. The alteration proposed
by the Legislative Couneil to this paragraph
indicates on the part of members there an
entire lack of appreciation of post-war re-
construetion requirements.

Mr. Watts: The amendment 1s practically
the same as that agreed to im South Aus-
tralia.

The MINISTER FOR LABOUR: That
does not econstitute any partienlar recom-
mendation. The fact that some decision had
been arrived at in Timbuctoo or somewhere
else would not affect the merits or lack of
merits of the amendment. With the Counecil’s
amendment added, the paragraph would read
“employment of unemployed persoms.” I
know of nothing more ealeulated to stir up
the anger of the people than the suggestion
that after the present war we shall have in
our midst, and throughout the other States,
groups of unemployed persons.

Hon. N. Keenan: How could you employ
an already employed person?

The MINISTER FOR LABOUR: By
changing him from one industry to ancther,
which will be most necessary when the war
ends. Thousands of men will have to be
transferred from wartime work to peace-
time employment.

Mr, Cross: And they will not be allowed
to chop grass this time!

The MINISTER FOR LABOUR: I sug-
gest that unless the Commonwealth has
power to transfer men from one industry to
another without an in-between period of un-
employment, we shall not be able to control
the position regarding unemployment.

Mr. McDongld: Dr. Evatt is the one who
put the word into the Bill, ‘

The MINISTER FOR LABOUR: I do
not say who put it in, If we provide power
for the Commonwealth only to employ un-
employed persons on certain types of under-
takings, we shall establish eonditions at the
end of the present war similar to those that
obtained from 1930 to 1932 and, to a lesser
degree, in subsequent years. I imagine the
Commonwealth Government, in eo-operation
with the State Governments, proposes to pre-
vent unemployment after the war. It does
not intend merely to alleviate it by provid-
ing part-time work here and there for those
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who have been unemployed for so long that
they have used up their savings. If we were
to allow such a situation to develop, we
would be eommitted to the granting of doles
and such like assistance, as we were during
the depression. If we give to the Common-
wealth merely the power to provide relief
employment to peeple, should the Govern-
ments of Australin have allowed them to
become unemployed, we shall be in for a
frightful time after the present war ceases.
T would not like to be a Minister in any
Government, State or Commonwealth, if that
position should arise.

We must realise that unemployment breeds
unemployment. Once we have a eertain pro-
portion of the people unemployed, we auto-
matically create more unemployment. The
purchasing power of that section declines
and as a result other workers find the neces-
sity for their employment disappearing. So
the whole position develops in a mad un-
controllable way, such as it did during
the last depression. It is the sacred
duty of cvery Parliament, Commonwealth
and State, to ensure that the Common-
wealth possesses abundant power to deal
with this matter seientifically, and so
prevent it becoming a problem. Onece
the unemployment difficulty beeomes a
problem there is no holding it, and we
shall be able to deal with the situation only
in the same unsatisfactory degrading way
as we did previously. Those of us who were
-closely in touch with conditions during the
last depression have no wish to see the posi-
tion regarding doles and part-time employ-
ment re-enaeted in Australia or in any other
part of the world.

I would be prepared to give the Common-
wealth Government all the power in the
world to deal with the question of employ-
ment. By doing that, we shall save the
nation not only misery, suffering and de-
gradation but save the taxpayers millions
of pounds, remove from industry the possi-
bility of depressed trading conditions and
save manufacturers, wholesalers and ve-
tailers from ruin or partial ruin such as
many thousands suffered during the last de-
pression. QOne could ge on for hours de-
tailing the tremendous physical, mental and
morally degrading econditions info which
people lapse in countries where unemploy-
ment has become acute. Quite apart from
the great losses, financial and otherwise, that
such a problem brings in its train, the Com-
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mittee would be well advised to disagree
to the Council’'s amendment.

Mr. WATTS: If the prospects envisaged
by the Minister for Labour were at all likely
to resuit from the adoption of the Couneil's
amendment, I would be inclined strongly to
agree with his point of view. I do not think
the Minister has given sufficient considera-
tion to the amendment, particularly as he
has been exceptionally busy with matters re-
lating to the Coal Mine Workers (Pensions)
Bill. Now he has concluded his remarks, be
ean possibly give some consideration to the
Council’s amendment,

The Premier: We know all about it.

Mr, WATTS: The first paragraph, to
which everyone has agreed, takes members
of the Fighting Services out of the discus-
ston. The Mimister would have us believe
that the employment of unemployed persons
is something vnreasonahble. He suggested the
necessity would arise for the Government
to transfer persons from one industry to
another, I do not suppose that neeessity
to transfer would be likely to arise where
men were satisfactorily employed in the in-
dustry in which they had been engaged
during the war period. The necessity to
transfer would arise in cases where the em-
ployment had come to an end and men had
te be placed in some other form of employ-
ment. It is not at all necessary for a long
pericd to elapse between their departure
from omne employment and their engaging
in another. They could be employed at 12
o’clock, disemployed at five minutes past 12,
and re-employed at ten minntes past, pro-
vided there was a stated time, no matter
how short, that they had ceased to be em-
ployed in the industry in which they had
been engaged.

Heaven knows, there is no occasion to
conjure up things such as those that oe-
curred in 1930! If we equip the Common-
wealth with power to deal with the men in
the Fighting Services, and also with power
to employ persons who are unemployed,
then as soon as the Commonwealth finds
they can no longer be engaged in the in-
dustry in which they are employed at the
end of the war, they can be provided with
work elsewhere. Therefore I suggest that
the objections raised by the Minister are un-
tenable. I admit that it might be possible
to prepare amendments to the paragraph
that would be more suitable than the word-
ing proposed by the Council, but we have
to he very careful of what we are doing in
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view of the wording of the Commonwealth
Constitution. The clause, in effect, will be-
come part of the Constitution, Section 51
of which begins—

The Parliament shall, subject to this Con-

stitution, have power to make laws for the
peace, order and good government of the Com-
monwealth with respeet to——
Then follow the various matters, and this
matter *employment and unemployment”
will be one of them. Members on this side
of the Chamber are not prepared to hand
over the right to the Commonwealth to leg-
islate in regard to all matters affecting em-
ployment and wnemployment, We say that
conditions of employment and service are
properly reserved to be dealt with by the
Parliament of the State and should be re-
tained by the Parliament of the State. The
reason we sought to amend the paragraph
was that we would not give the Common-
wealth unrestricted power to legislate
regarding the employment of persons
in this State, employment covering all the
activities of industry where employees are
concerned. We say our cxperience has been
such that the peculiarities and conditions of
Western Australia have not been given con-
sideration by the Commonwealth, and we
will not gubscribe to a proposal that simply
seeks to empower the Commonwealth co
legislate till further orders on all matters
affecting the employment and wnemployment
of our people.

In the absence of any better formula and
because T am ecertain that the position re-
ferred to by the Minister for Labour need
not arise in the slightest degree under the
Council’s proposal, and ean be easily over-
eome when it is necessarv to transfer men
from one employment to another, I support
the amendment. We are not going to hand
to the Commonwealth full legislative power
over employment in this State. I am obliged
ta aecept the Council’s amendment because 1
have not yet succeeded in finding a formula
that wonld be more suitable. This one, how-
ever, is definitely more snitable than the pro-
vision in the Bill.

Question pnt and passed; the Council’s
amendment not agreed fo.

No. 5. Clause 2, paragraph (b)—Delete
all the words after the word “anemploy-
ment” in the first Hine of the paragraph.

The PREMIER: This amendment deals
with the question of allowing wages and con-
ditions of employment to be determined by

3137

the State court. We discussed the matter for
hours in this Chamber and we want that pro-
vision to remain in the Bill.

Hon. N. Keenan: The Chief Seccretary
moved for its deletion in the Council.

The PREMIER: Yes, because some other
amendment was withdrawn on condition that
he did so.

Hon, N. Keenan: He did it as spokesman
of the Government.

The PREMIER: It was an arrangement
by which one amendment was withdrawn on
condition that these words were struck out.
Tt does not follow that we agree to every-
thing done by the Chief Secretary on the
seore of expediency in order to get the Bill
through. If this measore goes to a con-
ference, we want to be able to evolve some-
thing which may be more satisfactory than
the paragraph “employment and unemploy-
ment” without the addendum agreed to in
this Chamber. I move—

That the amendment he not agreed to.

Mr. WATTS: The member for West Perth
spoke of a term in Admiralty law known
as salvage, and said this amendment was a
sort of salvage of the State right to control
indusirial arbitration, and, while this was
by no means as satisfactory as the amend-
ment we had proposed, being that type of
salvage, he aecepled it in preference to
nothing. For thiz reason I propose to sup-
port the Premier on this amendment.

Question put and passed; the Couneil's
nmendment not agreed to.

No. 6. Clause 2, paragraph (e)—Insert
after the word “of” the words “wheat, wool,
meat, and butter, and, with the consent of
the Parliament of Woestern Australia ex-
pressed by a resolution of both Houses and
ag long as such consent is not revoked by a
like resolution, any other commodity or com-
modities, but so that no law made under this
paragraph shall discriminate between States
or parts of States in relation to the market-
ing of any snch eommodity or”.

The PREMIER: I move— _

That the amendment be not agreed to.

The amendment restriets this referemce to
the organised marketing of meat, wheat,
wool and butter. If bhoth Houses of Parlia-
ment are in session, some other commodity
may he added.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: If Parliament is in
session? ’
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The PREMIER: Yes.

Mr. J. Hegney: And Parliament can sub-
sequently revoke an item. That is men-
tioned in what you read out.

The PREMIER: Yes. A Commonwealth
Minister who may be attending a peace con-
ference should be in & position, when dealing
with trade treaties, to deal with all com-
modities. He should not be forced into the
position of saying, “I shall have to refer the
matter back to the States” Flax may be a
commodity to be dealt with at the peace con-
ference.

Mr. J. Hegney: Or timber.

The PREMIER: Yes. We export timber.

Member: Or dried fruits.

The PREMIER : An arrangement has heen
made whereby each State shall pass legis-
lation giving the Commonwealth certain
powers, under certain cirenmstances, with
regard to dried fruits.

Hon. W, D. Johnson: We export large
quantities of dried fruit.

The PREMIER: Yes. Under the para-
graph, as amended, the Commontealth would
not have power to make an agreement with
regard to dried fruits. Surely we should
trust the Commonwealth Government to deal
with any commodity at the peace conference.
At the Ottawa Confersnee, a matter vitally
affecting the producers of Western Aus-
tralia, namely, wheat and wool, was not dealt
with. The conference, which was held in
1935, dealt with meat and one or two other
commodities.

Mr. Watts: Pity it was ever held!

The PREMIER: I agree, to some extent,
Nationalism ran mad at that time. Dele-
gates from the Lanecashire cotton mills came
to Australia to fight against eompetition by
Japan asnd other nations. We should not
restrict this proposed refarence; on what
is done at the peace conference will depend
whether or not another war will break omt
in 15 or 20 years. It would be possible to
do away with war if we are able to make
satisfactory trade arrangements.

Mr. Thorn: Do you mean free irade?

The PREMIER : The hon. member should
read the Atlantic Charter and the Four
Freedoms in order to learn what will happen
through closer trade relationships.

Mr. Watts: Do you think any Common-
wealth Government dominated by the Eastern
States will agree to that scheme?

The PREMIER: The United States of
Ameriea have taken the lead.
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Hon. N. Keenan: Have von read Senator
Keane's remarks?

The PREMIER: 1 du not always read
them. Intense nationalism breeds dissatis-
faction, discord and strife. It is now pro-
posed that the raw materials of one country
shall be made available to any other country
after this war.

Hon. N. Keenan: They are now.

The PREMIER: No. .We have export
embargoes on eertain commodities. The hon.
member will recall that the Commonwealth
Government placed an embargo on the ex-
port of iron-are to Japan six or seven Years
ago, although it disguised the nature of the
emhargo.

AMr. Boyle: And yet we exported pig-iron
from Australia.

The PREMIER: Yes, and the men who
went on sirike because they would not load
the iron were prosecuted. I repeat that we
should not limit this proposed power.

Mr. BOYLE: I support the amendment.
The Premier mentioned the Ottawa Confer-
ence, but that conference gave a dominion
preference of 2s. per qguarter on wheat;
that is, it gave Canada, Australia and other
British dominions, including India, 2s. per
gquarter on all wheat imported into Britain.

The Premier: But that conference did
not deal with the marketing of wheat.

Mr. BOYLE: It did not have power to
deal with the marketing of wheat. It was
dangerous to give that preference, because
it made other countries with whom we were
dealing very hostile to the British Empire.
We have in Australia a Dried Fruits Aet, a
Batter Exzport (Control) Act and sugar
agreements., We export 400,000 to 500,000
tons of sugar per annum normally. No
Federal Minister would, as the Premier
visualised, have his hands tied in peacetime,

The Premier: Yes. He would have to
make an agreement first.

Mr. BOYLE: No. The object of this
amendment, as I view it, is not to give the
Commonweslth carte blanche. The object
is to limit the power to meat, wheat, wool
and butter. I venture to say those four
items cover, with the probable exception
of gold, 90 per cent. of Australia’s exports.
With regard to manufactured goods, I can- -
not see the Eastern States manufacturers
surrendering one jot of their protectionist
policy.
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The Premier: The
Ameriea are doing so.

Mr, BOYLE: I am inclined fo think they
are.

The Premier: They have never done it
before. .

Mr. BOYLE: They are departing from
their protectionist policy to some extent. In
the South American republics the United

United States of

States have a market of 122,000,000 people.

They have evolved a good-neighbour pol-
icy. The United States are supplying those
republics with manufactured goods and are
receiving in payment primary products.
The United States have the best factorzes
in the world and Australia has a long way
to go to reach that stage. By the amend-
ment, we shall give the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment power to deal with 90 per eent, of
our commodities and it is not asking too
much for us to reserve control of the other
10 per cent.

The Premier: Do you not think that
dried fruits should be included?

Mr. BOYLE: No. We are working under
a quota system now; the great Mr. James,
who upset it, has been bought out in South
Australia. The Commonwealth Act is still
in existence.

The Premier: It might develop at any
time.

Mr, BOYLE: If it does, it can be dealt
with. If dried fruits were included, it would
not make any difference because, as I said,
we now have a guota system. Dried fruits
would not run inte many millions &f
pounds, whereas wool exports amount to
£80,000,000, wheat to £30,000,000 and butter
to about £13,000,000.

The Minister for Works: The dried fruits
industry is insignifieant!

Mr. BOYLE: No. 1t is a valuable in-
dustry.

The Minister for Labour: The marketing
of apples is just as important to the growers
as is the marketing of wheat to the wheat-
growers,

Mr, Sampson:
would be very good.

Mr. BOYLE: One could pick out an odd
industry here and there, but it would not
affect the position. As I said, we shall by
the amendment give the Commonwealth con-
trol over 90 per cent. of our commodities,
and it is but reasonable that we should re-
tain control of the remaining 10 per cent.

Reasonable marketing
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Question put and a division taken with
the following resnlt:—

Avyes 18
Noes . 16
Majority for . . 2
AvrRA
Mr. Collier Mr. Needham
Mr. Coverley Mr., Nulsen
Mr. Cross Mr. Panton
Mr. Hawke Mr. Sleeman
Mr. . Hegney Mr. Tonkin
Mr. W. Hegney Mr. Triac
Mr, Jobnson Mr. Willcock
Mr. Leahy Mr, Withers
AMr. Mlllington Mr. Wilson
{Tellar.y
NoES.
Mr. Boyle Mr, Perkins
Ars. Cardell-Oliver Mr. Sampsen
Mr. Hill Mr. Seward
Mr. Kecnan Mr, Shearn
Mr. Kelly Mr. J. H, Bmith
Mr. MeDonald Mr. Thorn
:}r. ¥cb%rt1 1\1&1'. ']‘E)Vatm
r. Nort r. Doney
{Teller.)
PAIRS.
AVES. Noga.
Mr. Holman Mr. Abbott
Mr. Raphael Mr, Hughes
Mr. Rodoreda Mr. Mano
Mr. Wise Mr, Patrick
Mr, Styants Mr. Stubbs
Mr. F. €. L. Smith Mr. Warner
Mr. Fox Mr. Willmott

Quostion thus passed; the Couneil’s amend-
ment not agreed to.

No. 7 Clause 2.—Delete paragraph (d).

The PREMIER: Paragraph (d) deals
with uoniform company legislation. The
Legislative Council has deeided to strike that
out altogether, I am not much concerned
about this amendment because it does not
make a tremendous amount of difference. It
is included in three or four of the Acts
passed by the other States and would be of
great advantage to the commercial com-
munity if it were uniform throughout Aus-
tralia. As a former Premier vsed to say
from this side of the House, “If this cannot
do mueh good it cannot do any harm,” On
that aceount we might retain this provision.
I think our trade with the Eastern Siates
is worth something like £14,000,000 to
£15,000,000 both ways, made up of about
£11,000,000 or £12,000,000 in tmports and
£2,500,000 of -exports. Companies doing
business with other companies operating
under different laws sometimes get confused.
It would be of benefit to the commercial
community to have uniform company laws.
I know the member for Nedlands does not
agrec with that and suggests that there are
circumstaneces associated with our mining and
other indnstries that require us to have a
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more liberal company law,
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If a company

law, satisfactory to all the States and with

speeial provisions applieable to
ships or syndicates in this State

pariner-
could be

evolved, it would be of general benefit, I

move—

That the nmendment be not agreed to.
Question put and a division {aken with the

following result:—

Ayes
Noes

Majority for

. Colller

. Coverley

. QOross

. Hawke

. J. Hegney
. W. Hegbey
. Johnaon

. Leahy
. Millingion

. Boyle
. Cardeil-Oliver
. Hill
. Kecnan
Mr, Kelly
. Me¢Denald

. MeLarty
. North

Avep,

. Holman

. Raphael

. Rodoreda

. Wise

. Styanta

. F. ¢ 1. Smith
. Fox

AYES.

NoEa.

ol &&

. Needbam
. Nulsen

. Panten

. Sleeman
. Tankin

. Triat

. Willeock
. Withers
. Wilson

{Tellor.)

. Perkins
. Sampson
. Beward

Shear:

n
. J. H. Smlth
. Thora
. 'Woits
. Doaey

(Tetler.)

NoEes,

. Abboti

. Hughes
. Mann

. Patrick
. Stobba
. Warner
. Willmott

Question thus passed; the Council's amend-
ment not agreed to.
Progress reported till g later stage of the

sitting.

BILL—COAL MINE WORKERS
{PENSIONS). .

Council’s Message.

Message from the Couneil received and
rcad notifying that it insisted on its amend-
ments Nos. 1 to 7, 9 to 12, 14 to 29, 31 to 33

and 36.

In Committee.
Mr. Marshall in the Chair; the Minister
for Labhour in charge of the Bill

~ The
move—

MINISTER FOR LABOUR: 1T

That the Assembly continues to disagree to
the amendments made by the Council.

Question put and passed.
reported

Resolution
adopted.

and

the report

Assembly’s Request for Conference.

The MINISTER FOR LABOUR: I
move—

That the Council be requested to grant a
conference on the amendments insisted on by
the Council and that the managers for the

Assembly be Mr. Wilson, Mr, Seward and the
maver.

Question put and passed, and a message
aceordingly returned to the Council.

Sitting suspended from 6.34 o 6.40 p.m.

BILL—COAL MINE WOREKERS
(PENSIONS).

Council’s Further Message.

Message from the Council received and
read notifying that it had agreed to a con-
ference on the amendments insisted on by
the Council, had appointed the Chief Secre-
tary, Hon. C. F'. Baxter, and Hon. H. Seddon
as managers for the Council, and had fixed
the President’s room as the place and 8 p.m.
ag the time for the conference,

Sitting suspended from 6.45 p.m. (Tuesday)
to 11.55 a.m. (Wednesday).

BILL—COAL MINE WORKERS
(PENSIONS).

Conference Managers Report.

The MINISTER FOR LABOUR: I have
to report that the managers appointed by
the Council met the managers appointed by
the Assembly, and failed to arrive at an
agreement. I move—

That the report be adopted.

Question put and passed; Bill dropped.

BILL—COMMONWEALTH POWERS.
Council's Amendments—In Committee.

Resumed from an earlier st.ag;: of the
sitting. Mr. Marshall in the Chair; the
Premier in charge of the Bill.

The CHAIRMAN : Progress was reported
after amendment No. 7 had been disagreed
to.

No. 8. Clause 2, paragraph (e)—Insert
the words “the regulation and eontrol of”
before the word “trusts”.

The PREMIER: I move—

That the amendment be not agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Counecil’s
amendment not agreed to.
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No. 9. Clause 2, paragraph (e)—Add at
the cnd of the paragraph the following
words:—

other than Dy the compulsory acquisition of
property: Provided that this paragraph shall
not apply—

(a) to trusts, combines, and monopolies

(i) whose operations do not unreason-
ably restrain trade and commerce,
and are not to the detriment of the
public; or

(ii) which are condueted or carried on by
the Government of the State or any
public authority comstituted under
the State; or

(b) to monopolies lawfully granted by the
State or the Government thereof, or any semi-
governmental or local governing body in the
Btate.

The PREMIER: I move—
That the amendment he not agreed to.

Mr. WATTS: I am astonished at the atti-
tude of the Premier in regard to this amend-
ment. I hold exactly the same opinion on
this matter as I held before. The evidence
given before the Select Committee justifies
us in holding the view that all the State
instrumentalities, all the monopolies ordin-
arily authorised by the State—and there are
quite & number of them if one includes loeal
government monopelies aunthorised wunder
State laws—will be subject to the eontrol
if the Commonwealth Government chooses to
exercise it—and I must assume it will make
that choice—of that Government at Can-
berra. T think that wounld be disastrons and
would be everlastingly regretied, not only
by the members of this House who sub-
seribed to the proposal, but by the people
of the State generally. It is of no use
arguing that the instrumentalities I refer
to cannot be classified as monopolies. We
know very well from the legal evidenee given
to us that they do eome under that heading.
That being so, if we hand over even for n
period the control of trusts, combines and
menopolies we render ourselves subject to
any law that the Commonwealth may see fit
to impose upon us in regard to them, and it
secms to me ridieulous that that should be
so. This amendment goes to the root of the
whole matter and seeks to exclude the opera-
tions of the State which are properly coun-
trolled by the State Government, and shonld
not come within the ambit of Federal legis-
lation.

3141

Question put and a division ‘taken with
the following result:—

Ayes .- .. .. .. 16
Noes .. .. - .. 16
A tie .. .. .. —
ATEB.
Mr, Coverley Mr. Nulsen
Mr. Oross Mr. Pantan
Mr. Hawke Mr, Sleeman
Mr. J. Hegney Mr. Tonkin
Mr, W, Hegney Mr. Triat
Mr. Leaby My, Willoock
Mr. Mllington Mr. Withers
Mr. Needham Mr. Wilson
(Teller.)
NOES.
Mr. Boyle Mr. Perking
Mra. Cardell-Oliver Mr. Sampson
Mr. Hill Mr. Beward
Mr. Keenan Mr. J. H. Snith
Mr. Kelly Mr. Warneor
Mr. McDopald Mr. Watta
Mr, North Mr. Willmott
Mr. Patrick Mr, Doney
{Teller.)
PAIRS,
AYES. Noea.
Mr. Holman Mr. Abbott
Mr, Fox Mr, Berry
Mr. Raphaet Mr. Hughes
Mr. Rodoreda Mr. Mann
Mr, F. C. L, Smith Mr. Shearn
Mr. Styants Mr. Stubbs
Mr., Wise Mr. Thorn
The CHAIRMAN: The voting being

equal, T give my vote with the “Ayes”
Question thus passed; the Counecil's
amendment not agreed to.

No. 10. Clanse 2, paragraph (f)—De-
lete all words after the word “profiteering.”

The PREMIER: This matter was dis-
cossed at great length when the Bill was
dealt with in Committee and we referred to
the State’s experience regarding profiteer-
ing and price fixation. Legislation was
passed but it was allowed to lapse, and until
the war there was really no legislative power
for the purpose of dealing with that phase
or for setting up price-fixing machinery. As
a war measnre legislation was passed, but
it was carefully set out that it would apply
only for the duration of the war and a
short period afterwards. The experienece of
this Parliament is that price-fixing will not
be carried out by it. That is to say, we must
have price fixation but it cannot be done
by the State. In the ecircumstances, we
shonld be prepared to hand over that task
t¢ a competent authority, which is the Com-
monwealth. Obviously it is difficult for the
State to deal with such a matter because
nnder the Commonwealth Constitution trade
and commerce is absolutely free as between
the States. Goods ean be invoiced into the
State at any price that may be desired, and
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the State can only have power to a limited
degree regarding any additional price
charged within the State.

In view of the provision in the Common-
wealth Constitution, the whole matter should
be confrolled by the Federal authorities and
our experience loeally emphasises that point.
During the war price fization should be the
settled policy of Australin and when hos-
tilities cease it may he deemed adyisable
to revert to the previously established cus-
tom. During the post-war reconstruction
period many necessary economic factors will
have to be taken into consideration, If
some people are to be allowed {o reap a
tremendous harvest during the reconstruc-
tion period whereas at the present juncture
they are denied that opportunity, it will not
be right, There will be a scarcity of cer-
tain commodities, and if some individuals
are able to establish a black market and
make excessive profits from dealings in those
goods, it will be wrong. Power should be
provided against such a trend and that leg-
islation should be on 2 national basis, I
move—

That the amendment be not agreed to.

Mr. McDONALD: The Legislative Coun-
cil has perhaps taken the lead, as it does so
very often, in adopting a more extended
view than some of us in this Chamber have
displayed regarding the power proposed to
be granted to the Commonwealth under this
heading. Whereas I have contended, and
still contend, that profifeering and prices
are matters primarily of State domestic
coneern and therefore within the province
of the State Parliament, the Legislative
Council bas taken the view that the control
of profiteering might well be exereised by
the Commonwenlth. Some of us consider
that profiteering, for all practical purposes,
eovers prices as well, so that by granting
power to the Commonwealth in the form re-
commended by the Legislative Council, this
Parliament in effect will be giving to the
Commonwealth what was originally re-
quested. 1 am prepared to suppori the atti-
tude of the Legislative Council. Whatever
our views may have been in the past re-
garding the necessity for, or propriety of,
legislation in this State dealing with pro-
fiteering, I think the Committee as & whole
is agreed that in times of dislocation legis-
lative control over prices and profiteering
is essential. I suggest that if we are to
approach this matter in a form that will
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allow for the reconciliation of legitimate
differences of opinion as to how far this
State should surrender its self-governing
rights, guaranteed to it under the Constitu-
tion, we ecould very properly regard the
Council’s gmendment as & reasonable grant
of power in which the Committes could very
well concur, for the sake of arriving at a
measure of agreement as to what shounld be
done in providing additional authority for
the Commonwealth Parliament.

Mr. WATTS: I would sooner support the
amendment than the paragraph in its
original form although, as I stated during
the earlier discussion on the Bill, I was of
opinion that this Parliament would pass
any reasonable legislation for the controi
of profiteering and prices after the war. I
still hold that view and go so far as fo say
that any reasonable proposals will receive
the support of members associated with me
on the Opposition benches.

The Premier: That has not been the ex-
perience in the last three or four years.

Mr. WATTS: A great deal of water has
run under the bridge in the last three or
four years, and some of the ideas held no
only on this side but on the Governmeni
side have undergone a change. It seems lo
me that the Legislative Couneil also would
he prepared to assist in this direction. Take
its attitude to the extension of powers, as
a whole, to the Commonwealth! It has sub-
stantially amended the Bill—practically
taken the middle out of it—because it is
not prepared to extend to the Common-
wealth powers that are unnecessary, but it
is ready to extend to the Common-
wealth power over profiteering, and the Pre-
mer would not have expected that three or
four years ago.

The Premier: In wartime, I would

Mr. WATTS: The Council is prepared to
extend to the Commonwealth in peacetime
power over profiteering presumably because
it has acquired the idea that such a thing may
be necessary. It iz the duty of the State
CGovernment to tackle this job, to essay
State control of prices and not look to Can-
berra to do it. If we do not refer this
rower over priees to the Commonwealth and
another State does—Naw South Wales has
done so—and the Commonwealth by virtue
of the reference by New South Wales, puts
into operation a law to eontrol prices and
our Government feels it i3 necessary to have
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legislation in this State and cannot get it
otherwise, Parliament has only to pass a law
to adopt the Federal Act. New South Wales
has already referred this power to the Com-
monwealth and thereby the Commonwealth
Parliament is entitled to pass legislation for
that State. Under Section 51 (xxxvii) of
the Constitution, any other Siate could
adopt such a law. Thus we have two
avenues—one the local avenue, and the other
that of adopting the Federal law when the
Commonwealth Parliament sces fit to pass
ii. I submit that, on all these possibilities
and on the evidence bhefore us, there is no
justification for passing the reference to
prices.

Now I come to the most important argu-
ment on the subject. The State of Queens-
land has passed the Commonwealth Powers
Bill in the form in which it was presentad
from the Convention, and that Parliament
did not msake much argument about it. I
expressly excluded Queensland from my re-
ference to other States just now, mentioning
only New South Wales, because, on informa-
tion published in “The West Australian™ a
few days ago under the heading “price
fixing,” Queensland wants a return of thosc
powers. The newspaper reports reads—

Brisbane, Aprii 8—The Queensland Govern-
ment will request the Commonweslth Govern-
ment to hand back to the Btate the price-fixing
poweras which the State possessed prior to the
war. This was announced by the Premier (Mr,
Cooper) after a meeting of the Parliamentary
Labour Party yesterday. He said the party
had been giving congideration to prices gener-
ally in Queensgland and it bad now heen de-
cided to make this request to Canberra,

Mr. Cooper maid that not only was Queens-
land suffering from a lag in price fixing but
it was suffering from distribution inequalities.
It was claimed that sometimes the searcity of
goods in Queensland was caused by the lack
of transport but this was not always the case.
In certain producis it was necessary for gouth-
ern manufacturers to obtain permits to send
goods to Queensland, and as it was possible
for southern customers to be supplied withount
the necessity for obtaining permits, Qucens-
land did not get its quota of many classes of
goods.

What stronger evidence is required to sub-
stantiate the arguments on the subjeet that
woere put forward by the Opposition?
There is a Government that rushed in, willy-
nilly last December and passed the Com-
monwealth Powers Bill, almost without a
murmur, while we, like sensible people, have
devoted three or four months to making a
thorough investigation of the whole posi-

3143

tion. Now the Premier of Queensland has
discovered ibe very things we have been
preaching and discussing for the last four
months in relation to the price fixing post-
tion, as it exists between the Commonwealth
and the States. Therefore I say there is not
a scintilla of justification for handing over
one scrap more of power than the Legisla-
tive Council is prepared to give. Conse-
quently I must support the Couneil’s amend-
ment, although I wish, for the reasons I
have given, that another place had struck
out “profiteering” as well.

Question put and a division taken with
the following result:—

Ayes 17
Noes - 16
Majority for .. . o1
AYes.
Mr, Coverley Mr. Nulsen
Mr. Cross Mr. Panton
Mr. Hewke Mr. Sleeman
Mr. J. Hegney Mr. Tonkin
Mr. W, Hegney Mr, Triat
Mr. Jobnson Mr. Willcock
Mr. Leahy Mr. Withers
Mr, Millington Mr. Wileon
Mr. Needham (Teller.)
NOEE.
Mr. Berry Mr. Perking
Mr. Boyle Mr. Bampsnt.
Mre. Cardell-Oliven Mr. Seward
Mr. Kecnso Mr. J, H. Smith
Mr., Kelly Mr. Waraer
Mr. McDonald Mr. Watts
Mr. North Mr. Willmott
Mr. Patrick Mr. Donoey
{ Teller.)
PAIRS,
AYES, Noga.
Mr. Holman Mr. Abbott
Mr, Fox Mr, Hill
Mr. Raphae! Mr, Hughes
Mr. Rodoreda Mr. Mann
Mr. F, C. L, Smith Mr. Shearn
Mr. Styants Mr. Stobha
Mr, Wise Mr. Thoro
Question thus passed; the Councils

amendment not agreed to.

No. 11. Clause 2, paragraph (g)—Delete

all words after the word “the” in the first
line, down to and including the word “pro-
duretion” in the fourth line, and substitute
the following:—
“‘rationing of goods of which the Parliament
of the Commonweaith declares there is a short-
age of supplies and the encouragement of pro-
duction and of the establishment of mew in-
dustries.*’ )

The PREMIER: I move—

That the amendment be not agreed to.
The specific difference between this amended
elanse and the original clause is that the
amended clanse contains no reference to dis-
tribution. I consider that power should ae
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given to the Commonwealth to exploit the
productive eapacity of the nation to the laui
degree, and then to prevent discrimination
in distribution, We have heard much abont
dumping and withholding of supplies and
that kind of thing by way of discrimination
between one State and another. There is
pothing to stop those practices unless the
Interstate Commission as re-eonstituted exet-
cises powers which ought to be given to it.
If supplies of iron or steel for making
fencing wire or wire of any kind should be
withheld by Eastern States mannfacturers
from Western Australia, there is at present
no power, so far as I see, for any Govern-
ment to exercise over such a sitnation; to
compel a partienlar factory, say, to send its
product over here so that this State may
obtain g reasonable portion of supplies
available in Australia.

Hon. N. Keenan: In ordinary peace con-
ditions?

The PREMIER : Yes.

Hon. N. Keenan:; And yon imagine that
is possible? You refer to something which
the East manufactures and we are pre-
pared to pay for but the East will not sup-
ply?

The PREMIER: Can the hon. member
imagine a jam-making company selling in
this State at much lower prices than it sells
at to people next door to it? I cannot. Tt
is not a reasonable snpposition that a manu-
facturer would say, “I will charge my neigh-
bours more than I charge people whom T do
not know.”” Yet that has been done. Many
times has it heen stated in this Chamber
that that was being done. The Broken Hill
Proprietary Company I do not wish te at-
tack, for I know it has done and does a
tremendons amount for the good of the Aus-
tralian people. We would not have been
able to carry on the war effort with our own
resources. 1 take off my hat to the tech-
niciang and workmen of the Broken Hill
Proprietary for what they have done towards
helping in the war effort. The Broken Hill
Company has alongside it a company which
makes galvanised iron, and in which the
Broken Hill Company has an interest. Ii
might suit their book to supply all the wire
they can produce to Rylands—a subsidiary
company to the B.HP.—and say to Mal-
lochs and the Western Australian Wira
Netting Company who may be requiring wire
here, “We have no wire for yon.”
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In wartime there is chaos in distribution,
and that cannot be helped. We must bear

“in mind that the proposed powers are to

be merely temporary, only for a few years
after the war, and that condifions in in-
dustry are bound to be chaotic after the
war. Probably for two or three years we
in Western Australia shall not be able to
get all our wants supplied. During that time
I hold that there should be some Australia-
wide power vested in the Australian
natiopal Government to see that each State
receives its fazir quota of what things are
available in Australia for the purpose of
developing industries or supplying the needs
of the people. There might be potatoes in
Tasmania—from which State Western Aus-
tralia used to get all its supplies of that
commodity years ago—and it might be, be-
canse & somewhat better price was obtain-
able in New Zealand, that Australian-grown
potatoes would be sold to New Zealand con-
sumers and with-held from the Australian
people. Until the world settles down again
after the war and Australian industry gets
on an even basis once more, somebody should
have some power in regard to distribution.
The clause as amended makes no reference
to distribution. Thus anybody eould with-
hold snpplies and thereby do grievous harm
to this State and its industries. I consider
that the suggested power is necessary for
post-war distribution, and therefore I cannot
support the amendment.

Mr. McDONALD: The Premier's appre-
hensions as to short supplies possibly after
the war, and some inequality in distribution,
may have some grounds; but I consider
there is apprebension as to the rationing of
goods concerning which the Parliament of
the Commonwealth may declare that there
is a shortage of supplies.

The Premier: There might be a shortage
in the Eastern States.

Mr., MeDONALD: The grant of power
proposed by the Legislative Counecil would,
if there were any shortage of supplies of
any goods, give the Commonwealth Govern-
ment the authority which it requires. It
could deal with rationing and be assured
that every State would seeure an equal dis-
tribution of the commodity in question. Teo
my recollection, the only reason Dr. Evatt
gave for this particular head of power was
that there might be a shortage of goods in
some lines after the war in respect of which
the Commonwealth Government would desire
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to institute some scheme of rationing. Well,
here it is! Here is what he wanted! Here
is & transfer of power to meet the only ap-
prehension which he mentioned when intro-
ducing this particular head of the Bill.

The Premier: He dealt with it in a very
serappy way. I am sorry he did.

Mr. McDONALD: He did.

The Premier: That applies to many other
things, too.

Mr, McDONALD: He was incredibly
scrappy. 1 go so far as to say that no re-
sponsible Minister—I do not want to dis-
parage Dr. Evatt—ever dealt with a con-
stitutions]l matter in g moere perfunectory
manner. That is admitted today. However,
we have to accept what he said. We are not
mind-readers; he only gave one reason for
this particular head of power and the Coun-
€il has met it with this amendment. I do
not wish to repeat what has already been
said at considerable length, but I am not
prepared, without the consent of the peo-
ple of the State, who can commit hara kiri
if they so desire, to give the Commonwealth
Government the power which it asked for,
because that would mean giving it power
of legislation over almost every function of
a self-governing community. The power
would cover all kinds of transport, includ-
ing railways; all would be under the econ-
trol of the Commonwealth Government.
Paragraph (b) is quite sufficient to annihi-
late the self-governing rights of Western
Australia and this paragraph, in the form
in which it originally stood, would, if para-
graph (b} were defeated, be a second bar-
rel equally deadly. The Council’s amend-
ment gives Dr. Evatt, represeniing the
Commonwealth Government, what he asked
for—power fo ration goods in shori sup-
prly. Until ke comes along, as he may well
do, and says to the States, and to this State
in partieular, “I want additional power for
these reasons,” then he should nof bhave any
more power. If he gives good resson for
his request and states the method of exer-
cise of the further power he wants, he need
not have the slightest hesitation in believing
that this Parliament would not with-hold the
additional power.

Question put and a division taken with
the following result:—

Ayes .- . . .. 17
Noes .. .. . I
A tie .. . . . —
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AYES.

Mr. Coverley Mr. Nulsen

Mr. Cross Mr. Pauton

Mr, Hawke Mr, Sleeman

Mr, J. Hegney . Mr. Tonkin

Mr. W. Hegney Alr. Triat

Mr, Johnson Mr, Wileock

Mr, Leahy Mr. Withers

Mr. Millington Mr. Wilson

Mr. Needbam (Teller.)
Nces.

Mr, Berry Mr. Perkins

Mr, Bowle Mr. Sanmpson

Mrs. Cardell-QOliver Mr. Seward

Mr. Keenan Mr. J. H. Smith

Mr. Kelly Mr. Warner

Mr. McDonald Mr. Waita

Mr. McLarty Mr. Wilimott

Mr, North Mr. Doney

Mr. Patrick (Teler.)
PAlRS,

AYES. NOES.

Mr. Holmwan Mr, Abbhott

Mr. Fox Mr. Hill

Mr., Raphael Mr. Hughes

Mr. Rodoreda Mr, Mann

Mr, F. C, L. Smith Mr. Bhearn

Mr. Styants Mr. Btubbs

Mr. Wise Mr. Thorn

The CHAIRMAN: The voting being
equal, I give my casting vete with the
“Aves”

Question thus passed;
amendment not agreed to.

the Council’s

No. 12. Clause 2, paragraph (h}—Ingert
the words “by the Commonwealth Bank of
the rate” after the word “control.”

The PREMIER: I wmove—

That the amendment be not agreed to.

I regard this reference as one of the most
important in the Bill. Apparently, it is
exceedingly doubtful whether, under the
Commonwealth Constitution, the Common-
wealth has sufficient power to deal with over-
sea exchange, oversea investment and the re-
gulation of the raising of money. It is,
therefore, necessary that the matter should
be settled. I point out that during the past
week both the United States of America and
Great Britain have been devoting much
attention to this subject and to the relation-
ship of nations to each other so far as con-
cerns their currency problems and inter-
national trade. I think that in America they
have a scheme which provides that the
represcntatives of the countries of the world
will meet together and form an international
banking corporation with representation
based on the holdings of gold by the re-
spective eonntries. While Great Britain has
no ohjeetion to the holdings of gold being
considered, it thinks that the basis of re-
presentation should be the international
trade that was carried on prior to the war.
Tt is proposed by that eminent eeonomist
J. M. Keynes—whe I think is now a Director
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ot the Bank of England—that the unii of
currency shall be ealled *Bancor.”

While there is a comparatively small dif-
ference between the propesals by the twa
countries in regard to financial reconstrue-
tion and international trade, there is no idea
that these things will be governed by the
Bank of England or by the First Reserve
Bank of America. They affirm that the plan
will be carried out by the Governments of
the countries which are represented on the
banking eorporation, The amendment we are
considering proposes to take power from the
Government of the country and vest it in
an independent board. Certainly the mem-
bers of the Commonwealth Bank directorate
are nominated hy the Government, but once
they are nominated they can practically do
what they like. If they did something that
was tremendously bharmful to the interests
of Australia the Commonwealth Government
would be justified in recalling them and ap-
pointing others in their places. They might
exercise an influence greatly to the detri-
ment of the prosperity of the Australian
people, and in those cireumstances the Gov-
ernment would be justified in eancelling their
appointment. This power, which will have
a tremendous influence on the future rela-
tionship of the nations, both Allied and
Axis—because after the war international
trade will be facilitated between all the
nations—should not be delegated to a board.
Rather shonld the Governinent of the country
set out a line of policy which would be in the
interests of the nation.

Mz. Patrick: Does not the Commonwealth
Governmeni eontrol oversea trade under the
Constitution ?

The PREMIER: All that is in the Con-
stitution are the words “external affairs.”
1t is not defined. There have been very
many actions at law—I ecannot recite them
here—which have eircumseribed to an extent
the power which the Commonwealth ean
cxereise under the heading of external
affairs. It does not and eannot exercise all
the powers it wants to. With regard to
oversea exchange, power which shounld have
been oxercised by the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment was exercised by the Bank of New
South Wales against the wishes of the Com-
monwealth, I am not saying the action of
the bank was not beneficial, but it was
against the settled policy of the Government
for the time heing. This proposal is that
) Commonweaith Bank should control the
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vate of oversea eschange, and that is all the
power the Commonwealth Government will
have in regard to international currency
affairs. That wonld not be at all satisfactory
to America. The Ameriean Government is
dealing with this question. The secretary
of the Treasury, Mr. Morgenthau, is dealing
with it on behalf of the Government and
not of the First Reserve Bank of America.
Similarly, the Chancellor of the Exchequer
in Great Britain, Sir Kingsley Wood, is
dealing with this matter instead of Mr. Mon-
tague Norman, who is Chairman of the Board
of Directors of the Bank of England. Thas
the power is retained specifically in the hands
of the Government itself.

It is most important that in the period of
post-war reconstruction the Commonwealth
Government—no matter of what political
party it is eomposed—should have the power
to exereise the rights of the Australian nation
in regard to such a serious matter. I have
dwelt on this subjeet beeanse only in the last
week it has attracted worldwide notice and
has been dealt with by all the finaneial in-
stitutions of the United States and the United
Kingdom. On two days of last week
there was a column in “The West Ans-
tralian” newspaper dealing with this im-
portant subject. The amendment, instead
of giving power to the Government
of the day, hands it te the director
of the Commonwealth Bank, which is =
retrograde step. There should be some pro-
vision somewhere that the Commonwealth
Government itself may make financial ar-
rangements with other countries in the
peried of post-war reconstruction. Thess
matters are certain to be discussed at a
peace conference, and in such an event, if
this amendment were agreed to, the repre-
sentatives of Australia would bave to say,
“We will have to consult the Chairman of
Directors of the Commonwealth Bank to see
whether we ean do this or that” T am not
sure that the Commonwealth Government bas
the power hecause “external affairs” are
very hazily defined in the Constituiion, and
therefore power should be delegated by the
States—if they possess it—to the Common-
wealth Government to enable it to treat this
very important subject with responsibility
without having to go to the Commonwealth
Bank.

Mr, WATTS: The Premier has expressed
grave doubt as to the ability of the Com-
monwealth Government to deal with over-



[13 ApriL, 1943.3

sea cxchange without any reference of this
power. e may be right but personally 1
do not think there is any doubt about it.
It has always seemed to me thai the Com-
monwealth Government has had sufficient
power in that connection, and bas exercised
it per medium of the Commonwealth Bank.
This amendment suggests that the Common-
wealth Government will pass legislation
authorising the Commonwealth Bank to deal
directly with the matter. During the last
13 years the question of oversea exchanie
has been governed by the Commonwealth
Bank. No objection hag been taken to its
imposing a rate of exchange on the Aus-
tralion people. It has occasioned the State
and the Commonwealth Governments con-
siderable expense, but it has had a bene-
ficial effect on certzin primary producers,
not only in the agricultural and pastoral
areas, but also in the goldfields districts in
that it enhanced the value of gold insofar
as Australia is concerned. I do not know
that I want to alter that state of affairs.
While it did not aoccur to me when the Bill
was first before us to move an amendment
on these lines, T think, in the light of our

past experienee, that it is sound policy to.

give control of this matfer to the Common-
wealth Bank. All that the amendment seeks
to do is to continue, with definite legal
anthority, what has been done in the past.

Question put and a division taken with the
following result:—

Ayes .. . .. 17
Noes .. . . .. 17
A tie .. e .. e —
Aves, *
Mr. Coverley Mr. Nulsen
Mr. Oross Mr, Panton
Mr. Hawke Mr. Sleernan
Mr. J. Hegney My, Tonkin
Mr. W. Hegney Mr. Triat
Mr. Johnason Mr. Willcock
Mr. Leahy Mr. Withera
Mr. Millington Mr. Wilson
Mr. Needham {Tellor.)
NQES.
Mr. Berry Mr. Perkins
Mr, Boyle Mr. Sampson
Mrs. Cardell-Oliver Mr. Sewnrd
Mr. Keenan Mr. J. H. Smith
Mr. Kelly Mr. Warnés
Mr. McDonald Mr, Watts
Mr. McLarty Mr, Willmott
Mr. Nortb Mr. Doney
Mr. Pairlck fTeller.}
PATRA
AYER, Nora,
Mz, Holman Mr. Abbott
Mr. Fox Mr. Hill
Mr. Raphae! Mr., Hughes
Mr. Rodoreda Mr. Mann
Mr, F. C. I. Smith Mr. Shearn
Mr, Stvante Mr. Stubbs
Mr. Wine Mr. Thorn
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The CHAIRMAN : The voting being equal,
I give my casting vote with the “Ayes”

Question thus passed; the Couneils
amendmeni not agreed fo,

No. 13. Clause 2, paragraph (h)—Delete
all words after the word “exchange.”

The PREMIER: I move—

That the amendment be not agreed to.
This deals with the control of the invest-
ment of money, and that aspect was con-
sidered when the Bill was going through this
Chamber. The Loan Council should formu-
late the policy in connection with whatever
money shall be raised. Money might ba
available for picture shows, sporting activi-
ties, and other amusements, and yet not to
the Government so as to enable it to in-
erease the productive capacity of the coun-
try.
The CHAIRMAN: Order! There is too
much talking going on.

The PREMIER : The Commonwealth Gov-
ernment itself, except for defence matters,
must obey the dictum of the Loan Ceuneil.
The State Governments, semi-governmental
aunthorities and local anthorities must also
obey the dietum of the Loan Council. Not-
withstanding that all these influential cor-
porations must submit to the policy of the
Loan Council, private investors can spend
their money how they like even thongh it
might be to the detriment of the country.
It is felt that the Loan Council should lay
down its policy and that the controllers of
capital, as well as the Governments, should
conform to that policy. On thzat body there
are seven people representing the States and
the Commonwealth, and they will decide
whether an embargo shall be placed on
speeulation and the types of enterprises I
have mentioned. It is not expected that such
a responsible body of men would adopt a
foolish or capricions policy. Only matters
such 2z will affect the country and involve
hundreds of thousands of pounds will be
dealt with, This power shounld be retained
hy the Loan Couneil.

Sitting suspended from 1 to 2.15 p.m.

Mr. WATTS: The Government is unwise
not to aceept the Counecil’s amendment.
When we attempted to amend the paragraph
by providing for the control of oversea ex-
change, the Premier would have none of it.
I cannot profess to be exactly in favour
of the paragraph as amended by the Legis-
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lative Council and I eertainly am not in
favour of the paragraph as originally sub-
mitted to us. The control of the raising of
money without any gualifications whatever
is likely to have unpleasant results. I still
think that the Australian Loan Council
should bave control over investments made
oversea.

The Premier: And over local invesiments
too.

Mr. WATTS: I do not know ithat it
shonld have control over local investments
in mere general terms. If we could frame
a formula governing the raising of money
that would furnish some exact idea of what
was intended, it would not be so difficult to
support this provision, but simply to refer
merely the control over the raising of money
makes the provision far too wide.  That
wounld leave it open for the control of
monetary transactions in peacetime, which
is not desirable, There is much in what the
Premier has said up to a point, partienlarly
with reference to wasteful expenditure and
the necessity to keep expenditure down
to a roore reasonable basis. I do not stand
for the continuance of any such form of
control after the war period. Private enter-
prise will be asked to help by making avail-
able employment under reasonsble econdi-
tions, and it should not be necessary for
those concerned to be required to apply to
the Loan Council or the Commonwealth
Government for permission to raise money
with that end in view,

The Premier: The Loan Council would
lay down the principles governing the rais-
ing of money.

Mr. WATTS: That may be so. Regard-
ing the raising of money the conirol by the
Loan Council shounld apply to particular
types of loans. I have tried to frame amend-
ments that will embody my views regarding
the control of oversea investments, but 1
find it practically impossible to do so with-
ont involving the loss of much time and caus-
ing considerable trouble. While I am not
satisfied with the paragraph, I am also not
satisfied with it as amended by the Council.

Mr. McDONALD: Like the Leader of
the Opposition, I am prepared to go a con-
siderable distance with the Premier in his
observations ragarding the paragraph, in
that T think that during the post-war period
some form of control over oversea invest-
ments is desirable. On.the Opposition side of
the Chamber we have endeavoured to amend
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the paragraph to provide what we thought
would give to the Commonwealth Parlia-
ment an adequate measure of control over
this form of investment. For reasons men-
tioned by the Leader of the Opposition, I
do not propose to suggest any further amend-
ment. If the Bill goes to a conference,
consideration will possibly be given to en-
larging this head of power so as to provide
for the control of oversea investments. An-
other phase involved in the matter concerns
the raising of money by private individuals
within the State. That is something that
the State Parliament eould wel! deal with, I
assume that this Parliament will not become
completely comatose between now and five
years after the war ceases,

During the last few days I have been in-
volved in a transacfion coneerning the sale
of a vacant block of land for £95. In that
regard a small sum has to be paid to the
Commonwealth Sub-Treasury and forms have
to be signed by the purchaser and vendor,
and varions inquiries have to be wmade,
Answers have to be furnished to all sorts
of questions, such as: Why is the block be-
ing bought? What is the buyer going to do
with it? How much did it cost the vendor?
A hupdred and one other partieulars bave to
be given. All that happens regarding what
is a comparatively trivial transaction, and
that tends to make one rather apprehensive
when asked to hand over the control of
small private transactions to the authorities
in Canberra, In this ease a soldier in New
Guinea wanted to buy a bloek of land on
which to build a house when he returns to
this State.

Hon. N. Keenan: And you had to send to
Canberra for permission?

Mr. McDONALD: Yes, and the docu-
ments have to follow that man up to New
Guinea, where he happens to be a signaller.
That is the sort of thing we ean expeect if
we place in the hands of the Commonwealth
control of the loeal raising of money. For-
tunately, this man was paying cash for the
land. If he had had to borrow part of the
money, his difficulties would have been im-
mensely inereased. In fact, I do not know
whether he could have overcome the diffi-
culties had he had to borrow £20 or £30 to
complete payment of the purchase price.
Let us retain this finance under the control
of our own Parliament,

Question put and passed; the Coun-
cil's amendment not agreed to.
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No. 14+ Clause 2, paragraph (i)—Insert
at the beginning of the paragraph the words
“regulation of.”

The PREMIER: The inclusion of the
words would make the paragraph read “re-
gulation of air transport.” When the Bill
was previously before us, I pointed out
that there was a possibility of the Common-
wealth having 8,000 or 10,000 planes of the
latest models on its hands at the termina-
tion of hostilities, and that it might be de-
girable to use them for postal services or
for transport to outback places, Bearing
in mind that the Commonwealth will have
to keep acroplane factories operating after
the war, it will have to find employment for
the planes. If we restrict the paragraph
as proposed by the Council, all that the
Commonwealth would be able to do would
be to regnlate landings, signals, and so forth,
I do not believe that the Commonwealth
would do anything under this power that
was not necessary. Air transport, being so
fast, convenient and eomfortable, will, in
my opinion, be used for the tramsport of
mails in every country before long, and the
Commonwealth should be empowered to
utilise its planes as desired when the war is
over. I think we can trust the Common-
wealth to exercise the power in thizs way
rather than in the direection of interfering
with existing transport services. The mat-
ter would probably be dealt with on an in-
terstate basis and the planes used for pos-
tal services, There is no doubt that this
power would have been included in the orig-
inal Constitution had aeroplanes been oper-
ating when the Constitution was framed.

Mr. Patrick: The Commonwealth was not
given control of other forms of transport
then existing.

The PREMIER: But the Commonwealth
ean operate in a State with the permission
of the State. I move—

That the amendment be not agreed to.

Mr. WATTS: I would not have spoken
on this amendment but for the remarks of
the Premier. Surely we shounld not be asked
to grant this power on the ground that it is
required to enable the Commonwealth to
institute aerial postal services! The Com-
monwealth has the right to use planes now,
just as it has the right to use motorears.
Tt may use whatever form of transport is
available to it for postal requitements. We
are anxious to prevent the Commonwealth
from being able to legislate generally in re-
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gard to air transport and take the right to
conduet air fransport services in eom-
petition with State instrumentalities.
If the Commonwealth after the war has
aeroplanes available for sale, and they are
useful and likely to prove satisfactory for
transport service, let us start a transport
service with efficient means, and then there
will be no diffieulties.

Mr. MeDONALD: A few years ago thig
Government brought down and received the
support of the House for a measure calied
the Transport Co-ordination Act, the object
being to prevent our State investments in
our Government railways from being largely
destroyed by private competition on ‘the
roads by means of motor vehicles. The ob-
jeet of the Couneil’s amendment ig to pre-
vent the Commonwealth Government from
being placed in the same position through
air transport, the modern methods of trans-
port being also able to destroy the State's
investment of £30,000,000 in its railways.

I am prepared to trust the Commonwealth
Government to this extent, that it will not
want to sabotage the State; but the Com-
monwealth can well trust the State to this
extent, that the State Parliament will not
witkhold its consent to any reasonable ar-
rangement for air transport in the future
that may be contemplated by the Common-
wealth Government. I do want, however,
by this amendment to ensure that if the
Commonwealth has 10,000 passenger-carry-
ing planes with which it proposes to do per-
haps threequarters of the transport services
of Australia, we in this State can form what
we consider ta be a fair dea]l in relation to
our State Shipping Service and State rail-
ways. If and when that time comes, this
State and the Commonwealth Government
can make a fair arrangement. This para.
graph, however, proposes to give the Com-
monwealth power of attorney to do as it likes
with the shipping and transport services in
which the Western Australian people have
invested their money.

The Premier: Until we settle down in five
years’ time.

Mr, MeDONALD: There is no reasonm,
whether the period be five years or 50 years,
why we shounld not tell the Commonwealth,
“We realise your position if you have 5,000
or 10,000 aeroplanes available for transport
work, and we view it sympathetically; but
when that time comes let us talk the matter
over and make an equitahle arrangement.”
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Two people can make an agrecment which
will in the end, being by consent, be some-
thing workable; but by this paragraph we
are saying to the Commonwealth, “You can
dictate whatever you want.” That is a very
different proposition. The amendment is an
cndeavour to ensure that we may be able to
put forward our views as to a fair arrange-
ment in regard to future transport, speaking
on equal terms with the Commonwealth.
Question put nnd a division taken with
the following result:—

Ayes 20
Noes . .. 18
Majority for .. . .2
AYES.
Mr, B Mr. Millington
M:. Ozmr Mr. Needham
Mr. Coverley Mr. Nulsen
My, Oross Mr. Panton
Mr. Fox .Mr. Sleemsn
Mr. Hawke Mr. Tankin
Mr. J. Hegoey Mr. Triat
Mr. W. Hegney Mr. Willeock
Mr. Johnson gﬂlr. gflthers
. h r, Wilsor
Mr. Leshy (Telior.)
NoOES.
Mr, Boyle Mr. Parkins
Mrs. Cardell-Olive Mr. Sampson
Mr, Hill Mr. Seward
Mr, Keenan Mr, Shearn
Mr. Kelly Mr. J. H. Smith
Mr. McDonald Mr. Warner
Mr. McLarty Mr, Wattis
Mr, North Mr. B\Fillmou
. ¢ Mr. Doney
Mr. Patrick r e (Teller.)
PaAIRS.
AYES. Nozs.,
Mr. Holman Mr, Abbott
Mr. Raphael Mr. Hughes
Mr. Rodoreda Mr, Mann
Mr. Styanis Mr. Stubba
Mr. Wise Mr. Thorn
Question thus passed; the Council's

amendment not agreed to.

No. 15. Clause 2, paragraph (j)—Delete

the paragraph and substitute the follow-
ing:—%(j) the conversion of any railways
of the State to a uniform Australian gange
on terms approved by the Parliament of the
State.”

The PREMIER : The defence of Western
Australia, in the event of invasion, depends
upon getting supplies of material and men
from the Eastern States. If we have a
link with Broken Hill and Port Pirie, all
available resources of New South Wales,
and of Queensland up to Brishane, will be
available for immediate transport as far as
Kalgoorlie without break of gange. How-
ever, because of the fact that the gauge be-
tween Broken Hill and Port Pirie is broken,
gll the disadvantages involved in break of
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gauge are to be encountered. While, for a
start, New South Wales and South Australia
witl have to agree {o conversion of gauge in
that particular area, it does not matter much
to them; but it is of paramount importance
to Western Australia. South Australia could
take up an attitude of blackmail towards
the Commonwealth Government for an
amount far more than adequate as eompen-
sation, it uniform gauge is to be introduced.
The experienee of negotiation between South
Australin and the Commonwealth Govern-
ment iz that the Commonwealth has been
held up at the point of the bayonet. If we
grant the Commonwealth power to make a
uniform gauge, it will be able to do that on
a fair basis without having to submit to any
unfair basis that the South Australian Gov-
ernment might want,

My. Watts: But our Aet cannot alter the
position in South Australia and that State
has already passed a Bill like this,

The PREMIER: That is so. So far as
eoncerns what should be done by the Com-
monwealth ethically, I say that if the boot
were on the other foot and we were holding
np something that South Australia wanted
done, the Commonwealth ought to be able to
make this State do it. Uniformity of rail-
way gauges is in the interests of Australia.
I hope South Australia will see the light
and agree to the transfer of this power to
the Commonwealth, I trust it will not be
necessary to exercise the power during this
war, but it may be so, If 50,000 troops were
to be transferred to this State, they would
get here much quicker if we had a uniform
gange throughout the entire distance. I
therefore must oppose the amendment. If
the power is transferred to the Common-
wealth as was originally intended then,
according to the Commonwealth Constitu-
tion, the work would have to be earried out
on just and reasonable terms. I move—

That the amendment be not agreed to.

Mr. SEWARD: I doubt whether anybody
iz opposed to giving the Commonwealth
power to bring about an alteration in rail-
way gauges. That is not contemplated in
the amendment.

The Premier: Yos, it is.

Mr. SEWARD: It is not. All that the
amendment aims at is to ensure that pro-
vision should he made for this State to have
some control over the eost of any conversion
whieh it is proposed to make.
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The Premier: What would happen if this
Stafe or South Australia did not approve?

Mr. SEWARD: I am not bothering about
South Australia.

The Premier: I am. It is of very grave
concern to us what happens in this matter
between New South Wales and Western
Australia,

My. SEWARD: That has nothing to do
with the amendment. OQur duty is to con-
sider the Bill as it affects Western Australia.
It is extreordinary that the Premier, who
usnally is very guarded in connection with
the finances of the State, should be ready
to hand over to the Commonwealth Parlia-
ment full power to do whatever it likes in
bringing about uniformity of railway gauge
in this State, regardless of what it might
cost the State.

The Premier: No.

Mr. SEWARD: But the Premier is.

The Premier: The Commonwealth Consti-
tution says “on just and reasonable terms.”

Mr. SEWARD: Suppose the Common-
wealth, in its desire to bring about uniform-
ity of gauges, decides to make the line from
Perth to Kalgoorlie uniform and soppose
the State has to bear the cost, what would
the cost be compared with the cost of punt-
ting down a new line? I venfure {o say
the cost of the latter would be less than half
of what it wonld be fo alter the gauge.
Yet it is proposed that we shall give the
Commonwealth power to carry out the more
costly proposal! During the last 20 years
we have done nothing to bring about uni-
formity of gauges; and, at the present time,
I think we would be ill-advised to grant
this power to the Commonwealth. The
Leader of the Opposition mentioned this
morning the experience of one State which
had rushed in and handed over all these
powers to the Commonwealth, That State
is now asking the Commonwealth to return
the powers. I wisb I knew the Common-
wealth’s answer to that request, as it might
strengthen our ecase. Probably the Common-
wealth wonld refuse to hand the powers
back. That is an additional reason why we
should be careful in giving this power in
the Commonwealth. I hope the Committee
will agree to this very reasonable amend-
ment,

Mr. SAMPSON: To give this power to
the Commonwealth is to hand it a gigantic
open cheque. The Premier spoke about
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ethics when he mentioned South Aus-
tralia. He appeared to be somewhat
doubtfnl about trusting that State. If
g0, what are we to say with vegard to
the Commonweaith? The Commonwealth
may or not be trustworthy. For this State
to grant power to the Commonwealth over
uniformity of railway gauges is a risk which
this Parliament should not accept. The re-
marks made by members on the Opposi-
tion side of the Chamber when the Bill was
before us on a former occasion have re-
ceived the endorsement of the Legislative
Council.  Could anything be fairer than
that Chamber's amendment? I have suffi-
cient confidence in the Premier to know he
would not support anything unless he be-
lieved it to be in the interests of the State;
but he and his supporters say, in effect, “It
does not matter what the Commonwealth
wants; we will let them take it.” Unifor-
mity of railway gauges has been a subject
of discussion in this Chamber as long ag I
have been & member, and I daresay for
very many years before. The member for
Claremont gubmitted a motion on the sub-
ject.

Mr. North: Free publiecity!

Mr. SAMPSON: That motion was dis-
cussed at considerable length and ecarried.
What have we done in the matter, either
before or after the 1914-18 war? Nothing!
We talked about it, but took no action. Now
we are asked to give the Commonwealth
Government unlimited power to deal with
it. Perhaps, in a it of unbelief in our cap-
acity, we shall say that the Commonwealth
knows beiter what should be done than do
we, I have no faith in it and T am not
prepared to support the suggestion. The
member for Claremont, who took the broad
view of what was essential, brought this
matter forward previously. Has the be-
haviour of the Commonwealth Government
been such as to lead us to believe we can
afford to hand over a matter such as this
without any restriction or conditions? I am
afraid the Premier is committed fo some-
thing which his own wisdom and perspiea-.
city would not support,

From the standpoint of cost, I do not
think there can be any question but that
the State Parliament should be considered.
I agree with the member for Pingelly that
to construet a railway line, to make the two
lines necessary to change our narrow gauge
to the standard gauge from Fremantle to
Kalgoorlie, would cost twice as much as to
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start de nove. If we are to do it, let us
build a line where the member for Clare-
mont recommended, on a new route, but one
which would provide a through track from
Fremantle to Adelaide or at all events to
Port Angusta on the standard gange. We
have marked time for all the years that this
proposition was practicable. Today it is
impracticable and it is more than impraectie-
able to hand the matter over to the Com-
monwealth Government. To let the Com-
monwealth Clovernment have the power
would be stark, staring lunacy and I refuse
to be associated with such an attempt.

Question put and a division taken with
the following result:—

Ayes . . .. .. 19
Noes - . . .. 18
Majority for .- 1
AYES,
Mr. Collier Mr, Needham
Mxr-. Cgve:l'ey Mr. Nulsen
Mr. Croas Mr. Panton
Mr, Fox Mr. Sleeman
Mr. Hawke Mr. Tonklo
Mr. J. Hegney Mr. Triat
Mr, W. Hegney My, Willcock
Mr. Johnson Mr. Withers
Mr, Leahy Mr. Wilson
Mr. Millington {Teller)
NOEA.
Mr. Patrick
:{l; g:;:'ey Mr. Perkins
Mrs. Cardeil-Oliver Mr. Sampson
Mr. Hill Mr. Seward
Mr, Keenap Mr. J. H. Smlth
Mr, Kelly Mr. Warner
Mr. McDonald Mr. Watts
My, McLa ﬂ: I;W;l}::;ﬂtt
Mr, North (Petler.)
PAIRS,
NoES.
AYER,
. Holman Mr, Abbntt
ﬁ: Ruphnel Mr. Hughes
Mr. Rodoreda Mr. Mano
Mr. F. C. L. Smih Mr. Shearn
Mr. Styants My, Stubbs
Mr. Wise Mr. Thorn

Question thus passed ; the Council’s amend-
ment not agreed to.

No. 16. Clause 2, paragraph (n)—Add
at the end of the paragraph the words “in
co-operation with the State.”

The PREMIER: Paragraph (n) is “the
people of the aboriginal race” to which the
Council proposes that the following words
be added, “in co-operation with the State.?
I have not any great objection to the amend-
ment. I do not think we could hand over
our powers or responsibilities in regard to
the aboriginal race without amending our
Constitution, which originally provided that
funds should be made available for the
welfare of the natives, to supply them with

[ASSEMBLY.]

food and eclothing and generally to promote
their preservation and well-being. Without
amending the Constitution we could not hand
over those responsibilities. I move—

That the amendment be not agreed to.

Mr. WATTS: I am glad to hear the Pre-
mier has decided to agree to this amendment.
I am satisfied that in view of the fact that
the Commonwenlth Constitution exempts the
Commonwealth from legislating in regard to
aborigines in any State, to insert in this
paragraph the words “in eo-operation with
the State” will be effective, It is quite clear
that the co-operation of the State will
actually mean something, For once I am
heartily in agreement with the Premier,

Question put and passed; the Council's
amendment agreed to. :

No, 17. Clause 3, Subelanse (1)—Insert
after the word “manner” in line 38 the words
“as hereinafter.”

The PREMIER: We have finished with
Clause 2 and now come to the principle in
regard to how these powers may be with-
drawn. The original Bill says that the
powers eannot be withdrawn during the five-
year term after the cessation of hostilities
without a referendum in the State concerned.
The next three amendments substitute for
the principle of a referendum, the principle
of a majority of both Houses of Parliament
which is somewhat similar to our Standing
Orders and our Constitution dealing with
an alteration of our Constitution. The three
amendments all deal with the same subject.
If the amendments are agreed to it will be
provided that the powers cannot be with-
drawn “unless the second and third readings
of such Bill shall have passed with the con-
currence of an absolute majority of the
whole number of the members for the
time being of the Legislative Council and
the Legislative Assembly respectively.”
The reason why the Convention included the
referendum was that the Bill was only for
five years and the probabilities were that we
would not have much experience of the
working of these powers at the end of two
or three years, and, as only another couple
of vears would bave to rum, no capricious
withholding of the powers should take place;
their reveeation should be made difficult.
This proposed amendment goes a long way
towards meeting that position, but, having
given an undertaking to the Commonwealth
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Government that I would endeavour to get
the Bill passed in this form, T move—

That the amendment be not agreed to,

Hon, N. Keenan: How far does your
undertaking apply?

The PREMIER: To the whole
- powers in Clause 2.

Hon. N. Keenan: You gave an undertak-
ing on behalf of this Parliament?

The PREMIER: No. It was my own
undertaking. If this Parliament likes to
tarn me down, I cannot help it. If the
reference of these powers was for ever, I
would not care, but they are only to apply
for a matter of four or five years. For that
reason and because, as a result of them,
the Commonwealth Government will have
entered into some eommitments, the powers
should not be capriciously revoked in a year
or two. They should remain for the fuil
term of five years unless their revoeation is
so important that we should seek it by a
referendum of the people.

of the

Mr. M¢DONALD: The next three amend-
ments deal with the same subject-matter as
this one, so I will not divide the Committee
on them, but will take this amend-
ment as expressing members’ views. The
principle laid down here by the Common-
wealth is that this Parliament is fully eom-
petent to give away the powers of Western
Australia, but it iz not eompetent to take
them back. The Commonwealth Govern-
ment believes in easy marriage. It rushes
for a speeial license in order to complete the
espousal nnder which Western Australia is
to love, honour and, partienlarly, obey, and
endow the Commonwealth with all iis
worldly goods. The marriage contract is
contained in this Bill, and the Common-
wealth has been rushing for all it is worth
to complete the ceremony with this pro-
vision, however, that divoree is to be par-
tienlarly difficult.

The Minister for Labonr: On your argu-
ment, the Commonwealth is committing
bigamy because there will be six marriages.

Mr. McDONALD: I would not put it past
the Commonwealth to have a few more con-
stitntional wives, including New Guinea, the
Philippines, or other places. I do net pro-
pose to sece this Western Australian consti-
tutional wife rushed into a hasty marriage
under the terms suggested by the Common-
wealth. If this State is good enough to take
the enormous respensibility, without con-
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sulting the people, of handing over nine-
tenths of its self-governing rights, then it
should retain the right—on even more difti-
cult terms, because a constitntional majority
is required for revoeation—at the instance
of public opinion and the views of the
people expressed through their representa-
tives heve, at any time to re-take any or all
of the powerg sought to be transferred.
The Premier: You do not believe in a
marriage of convenience for a short term?

Mr. McDONALD: The Commonwealih is
holding out the bait that it is only for a
term of years, buf I have not the slightest
doubt that the Commeonwealth intends it to
be for ever. We are not to be allowed to
get out of it.

Question put and a division taken with
the following resull:—

Ayes - .- .. 19
Noes . 18
Majority for .. .. 1
AYES.
Mr. Colller Mr. Needhaw
Mr. Coverley Mr. Nuleen
hﬂ;r' grusa ﬂr. Penton
r. Fox r. Sleema
Mr. Hawke Mr. ‘Ibnklnn
Mr. J. Hegney Mr. Triat
Mr. W. Hegney Mr. Willeock
Mr. Johnson Mr., Withers
Mr., Leahy Mr. Wilson
Mr. Millingion {Telter. )
NoEs.
::r. lgerll'y %r. Perkinsg
r., Borle r. Sam
Mrs. Cardell-Oliver iir. Sewnf:zn
Mr, Keenan Mr. Shearn
Mr. Kelly Mr. J. H. Bmith
Mr. McDonald Mr. Warner
Mr Me Mr. Watte
Mr. North Mr. Willmott
Mr, Patrlck Mr. Doney
(Zeiter.)
AYES, NOES.
Mr. Holman Mr. Abhbott
Mr, F. C. L. Smlth Mr. Hill
Mr. Raphael Mr. Hughes
Mr, Rodorede Mr. Mann
Mr. Styanta Mr. Sinbbs
Mr. Wise Mr, Thorn
Question thus passed; the Council's

amendment not agreed to.

No. 18. Clause 3, Subclause (1)—Delete
the words “in this section” in line 38.

The PREMIER : This is consequential. I
move—

That the amendment be not agreed to.

Mr. McDOXALD: Regarding this and the
two suhsequent amendments made by the
Couneil, all of which are consequential, I
mevely desire to say that my opposition fo
them remains. -
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Question put and passed; the Couneil's
amendment not agreed to.

No. 19. Clause 3, Subclause (2)—Delete
all the words after “assent” in line 41, and
stibstitute the following : - unless the second
and third readings of such Bill shall have
heen passed with the concurrence of an ab-
solute majority of the whole number of the
mwembers for the time heing of the Legisla-
tive Couneil and the Legislative Assembly
respectively.”

No. 20. Clause 3—Delete Subelanses (3),
(4) and (5).

On motions by the Premier, the foregoing
amendments made by the Couneil were dis-
agreed to.

No. 21. Clause 5, Subclause (1)—Delet2
the words “shall commenceg on the date upon
which this Act is assented to, and” in lines
30 and 31.

The PREMIER: This amendment deals
with a phase that was discussed at length
on an earlier amendment which we disagreed
to.

Hon. N. Keenan: Then it is eonsequen-
tial?

The PREMIER : Yes, that is the position.
I move—

That the amendment be not agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Couneil's
amendment not agreed to.

Resolutions reported
adopted.

A committee consisting of Mr. Watts, the
Minister for Labour and the Premier drew
up reasons for not agrecing to certain of
the Council’s amendments.

and the report

As to Adoption of Reasons.
THE PREMIER [3.20] I move—
That the reasons be adopted.

MR, WATTS (Katanning): When we
were drawing up the reasoms, I told my
colleagues that if they were united in the
point of view that these were satisfactory
reasons for disagreeing to the Council’s
amendments, they had better carry on and
I would express my views in the House, be-
cause I regard quite a number of the
reasons, apart from being unsatisfactory in
the light of my own opinions, as being ill-
advised and in some cases in the nature of
an excnse. Therefore I am unable to allow
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the wmetion 1w pass withoul oliering some
[motest as tu the terms in which the reasons
Lave heen drawn.

The first reason relating to the amend-
ment o!f the Counei] to bring the Aet into
operation when progluimed reads—

As post-war reconstruetion plans are being
actively considered by the Commonwealth and
the States, in common with the TUnited
Nations, it is desirable that the terms of re-
ference should be known as soon as possible,
I think that ix the only one that I, in any
measure, can support amongst the reasons
for differing with the Legislative Couneil.
There is seme ground for that answer to the
Couneil’s amendment for a postponement of
the proclamation of the measure. In my
opinion it is not desirahle that the national
Pariiament should have power in post-war
vears to deal with all phases of employment.
I have given many, and J think, valid
reasons why that should not be so. To my
mind it is not desirable that the Common-
wealth should have full power to deal with
post-war marketing and trade problems, be-
lieving as I do that certain aspects should
be reserved to the State. It would be de-
sirable thai the Commonwealth should have
power to deal with other aspeets provided
the States first agreed to the Commonwealth
so doing. A uniform eompany law, in my
opinion, would not be a great convenience
to the commercial community of Australia.
In all probability—and this statement s
hased on the evidence tendered to the Select
Committee—it might often be an inconveni-
ence. I do not agree that the power to fix
prices should be vested in the national Par-
liament, for the reasons which 1 gave earlier
and which I do not need to repeat now.

I do not comsider that power should be
vested in the national Parliament to exploit
fully the productive eapacity of the nation,
becanse, on past experience, I d¢ not think
such exploitation would be likely to re-nct
to the interests of Western Australia. I
contend that the Commonwealth should be
restricted to encouraging production, and
I am fully prepared to allow the Common-
wealth to assist in the establishment of new
industries, but I would not go any further,
T am unable to agree that the international
currency and exchange position is such as
the Premier has indicated, although I have
stated that I am willing to give the Com-
monwealth control gver oversea investments,
»=ovided such eontrol is exercised throngh
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the Loan Council. To my way of think-
ing, air transport should not be dealt with
by the Commonwealth Parliament. I be-
lieve that the Commonwealth should have
power to regulate air transport, but it should
rot be vested with full power to regulaie
in regard to all aspects and, in addition,
legislate itself into the position of being air
transporters. In these circumstances, many
of the reasons offered have no background
to which T can subseribe, and conseguent]y
I* can only submit to the House the views I
hold on the matter.

THE PREMIER (in reply): 1 do not
ohjeet to the hon. member expressing his
opinions with regavd to the veasons sub-
mitted for disagreeing to the Couneil's
amendments. He has a right to express an
oyinion on any matter which ecomes bLefore
the House, and he, as well as other members,
should exercise that rvight whenever he
considers it neeessary te do so. However,
when the hon. member has been appointed
to attond a conference, it is his duty to rep-
resent the viewpoint of this House just ns
the managors from another place, when they
attend a eonference, represent the viewpoint
of that House. The Chief Secvetary, speak-
ing as a member of the Government, would
probably have his sympathies engaged with
a number of the clavses of the Bill, if not
with all of them—I should say, all of
them—>but when he represents the Legisla-
tive Council at a confercnee intended to
smooth out differences of opinion he has to
represent the expressed viewpoint of the
Legislative Council. I hope the Leader of
the Opposition, when he attends a confer-
ence, if we do have a conference on this
Bilt—TI intend to ask for one later—will, in
the same way as the Chief Secretary has to
represent the Couneil’s viewpoint, in his turn
represent the viewpoint of this Chamber, as
expressed by the votes of its members, in
dealing, at the conference, with the amend-
ments we have been considering.

Question put and passed, and a message
accordingly returned to the Couneil.

Sitting suspended from 3.32 to 4.20 p.m.

BILL—COMMONWEALTH POWERS,
Council’s Message.
Message from the Council received and

read notifying that it insisted on its amend-
ments Nos. 1, 4 to 15, and 17 to 21.
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In Committee.

Mr. Marshall in the Chair; the Premier
in charge of the Bill.

The PREMIER: I move—

That the Assembly continues to disagree to
the amendments insisted on by the Couneil.

Question put and passed.
. Resolution  veported and
adopted.

the report

Agvembly’s Request for Conference.
The PREMIER: I move—

That the Council be Tequested to grant a
conference on the amendmentis insisted on by
the Council, and that the managers for the
Assembly be the Minister for Labour, the
Leader of the Opposition, and the mover.

Question put and passed, and a message

accordingly returned to the Counecil.
Sitting ruspended from 4.21 to 440 p.m.

BILL--COMMONWEALTH POWERS.
Council’s Further Message.

Message from the Couneil received and
read notifving that it had agreed to the
Assembly’s request for a conference on tha
amendments insisted on by the Couneil, and
had appointed the Chief Seeretary, Hon.
Sir Hal Colebateh, and Hon, C. F. Baxter
as managers for the Council, the President’s
room as the place of meeting and the time
forthwith.

BILL—VERMIN ACT AMENDMENT.
Council's Further Message.

Message from the Council received and
read nolifying that it had agreed to the
Assembly's request for a conference on the
amendments insisted on by the Couneil, and
had appointed Hon. G. B. Wood, Hon. L. B.
Bolton, and Hon. L. Craig as managers far
the Council, the Chief Secretary’s room a3
the place of meeting and the time forth-
with.

Mr, SEWARD: I desire to notify the
House that the Leader of the Oppesition
has been appointed a manager for two con-
ferences. I, therefore, move—

That the member for Avon be appointed
in place of the Leader of the Opposition as
one of the Agsembly’s managers at the con-
ference on the Vermin Act Amendment Bill,

Question put and passed.

Mr. SPEAKER: I will leave the Chair
until the ringing of the bells.

Sitting suspended from 440 p.m. (Wednes-
day)} to 11 am. (Thursday).
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BILL—VERMIN ACT AMENDMENT,.
Conference Managers’ Report.

Mr, SEWARD: I have to report that the
managers appointed by the Assembly met
the managers appointed hy the Council to
discusy the amendments to the Bill and ar-
rived at the following agreement:—

Insert in the Bill after -Clause a new clause,
to stand as Clause 2, as follows:—

o

2. SBection four of the principal Aet is
amended by deleting the definition of *‘hold-
ing’’ and inserting in lieu thereof a definition
ag follows:—

‘'Holding*’ means any parcel of land
as defined and identified by metes and
hounds and by a number or other particu-
lars in the Certificate of Title, Crown lease
or other instrument of title by which the
ownership of sueh pareel is evidence,
The term includes any pareel of land
aforesaid whether held or used or oceu-
pied— '

(a) in fee simple;

(b) under pastoral lease, conditional pur-
chase lease or other lease granted
hy the Crown or as a homestead
farm;

{c) as a public reserve;

(d) as a timber lease or timber conces-
sion;

{e) as land under a sawmill or other per-
mit under the I.and Act, 1898, or
any amendment of that Act, or
under the Forests Act, 1918,

The term does not include any parcel of

land held for any tenure under the Mining
Act, 1904.

Clause 2 of the Bill—Declete the whole of
Clauge 2 and insert in lien thereof a clause as
follows:—

(2) Scction fifty-nine of the principal Act
i3 amended by adding to Subsection (2) there-
of a further proviso as follows:—

Provided also’ that where twe or move
holdings are situated within an area of
Iand which is completely enclosed with a
rabbit-proof fence, and the said holdings
and the eaid area of land are owned by
one and the same person, each and every-
onc of such heldings shall for the purposes
of this section be deemed to be enclosed
with sueh rabbit-proof fence notwith-
gtanding that such fencc is not erected
upon all of the boundarics of the holding.

Clanses 3 to 6, as amended by the Legis-
lative Assembly, were agreed to. I move—
That the repert be adopted.

Question put and passed, and a message
aceordingly returned to the Council.
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BILL—COMMONWEALTH POWERS.
Conference Managers’ Report.

THE PREMIER [11.8]: I have to report
that the managers appointed by this House
met the managers chosen by the Legislative
Council in conference regarding the amend-
ments made by the Council and disagreed to
by this House. Conferenee reached an
agreement regarding the various amend-
menis. The first amendment made by the
Counecil was to Clause 1 at the end of which
it proposed to add the following words:—

And shall come into operation on a day to
be fixed by proclamation, but so that such day
shall not he earlier than the first day of Janu-
ary, one thousand nine hundred and forty-four,
The Assembly disagreed to that amendment
but the managers agreed to amend the
Council’s amendment by deleting the words
“a day to be fixed by proclamation, but so
that sueh day shall not be earlier than.”
The Council's amendment would give what-
ever Governmenf was in office at that time
the power to determine whether or not the
Bill should be proclaimed. If the Govern-
ment did not feel inclined to proclaim the
Rill, it need not do so. The conference de-
cided to amend the amendment, the effeel
being that the Act will come into operation
on the lst Jannary, 1944.

Hon. W, D. Johnson: And not before the
1st January, 19449

The PREMIER: The provision will not
say whether it is hefore or after that date.
It means that the Bill will come into opera-
tion on the 1st January, 1944. The Coun-
eil's amendment No. 4 dealt with paragraph
(b} of Clause 2, referring to unemployment.
The Council proposed to strike out the word
“and” after the word “employment” in the
first line, and to insert the following: —

of unemployed persons on the comstruction

of national works, public works and local gov-
ernment works, and the relief of unemployed
persons by occupational training and insurance
against.
Conferenee agreed to amend paragrapb (b),
as amended by the Legislative Counecil, by
inserting therein after the word “persons”
Inst appearing in the paragraph as amended,
the words “by grants and loans of money and
goods and.” With regard to the Council's
amendments 5, 6, 7 and 8 we made no altera-
tion.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: What do yon mean
by that?
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The PREMIER: We accepted thosa
amendments.

Mr. J. H. Smith: Very wisely.

The PREMIER: No. 9 was the next
amendment made by the Council that was
dealt with by the conference. The Council
proposed to amend paragraph (e) of Clause
2—this deals with frnsts, combines and
monopolies—by adding at the end of the
paragraph the following words:—

other than by the ecompulsory aequisition
of property: Provided that this paragraph
ghall not apply—

(a) to trusts, combines and monopolies—

(i) whose -operations do mnot unreason-
ably restrain trade and commerce, and are
not to the detriment of the public; or

(ii) whiech are conducted or carried on
by the Government of the State or any
public authority constituted under the
State; or

(b) to monopolies lawfully granted by the

State or the Government thercof, or any semi-
govermuental or leeal governing body in the
State,
From that amendment the words in the pro.
viso “whose operations do not unreasonably
restrain trade and commerce and are not
to the detriment of the public” were deleted
so that the amendment will now refer to the
reguintion and control of trusts, combines,
and monopolies “whose operations are not
to the detriment of the public.” We have
eliminated the words that the Assembly
thonght would lead to eundless litigation.

Mr. Watts: That is not in my copy.

The PREMIER: Is it not?

Mr. Watts: The words “do not restrain
trade and commerce” appear in my copy.

The PREMIER: That is so. The word
“unreasonably” and the words “and are
not” ave struck ont. The effect is that eon-
ference agreed to amend paragraph [(e), as
amended by the Legislative Council, by de-
leting from subparagraph (i) of para-
graph (a) of the proviso the word “un-
reasonably” and the words “arnd are not,” so
that subparagraph (i) will now read—

(i) whose operations do not restrain trade
and commeree to the detriment of the public;

)

Hon, W, D. Johnson: Who will be tho
deciding factor—the State, or the Common-
wealth?

The PREMIER: The Commonwealth.
All these powers that the Bill grants to the
Commonwealth will be subject to the de-
cision of the Commonwealth whether it wilt
utilise any or all of them or, on the other
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bhand, decide that the powers are not suffi-
cient and decline to bother about them at
all.  Very considerable, very wide powers
are referred by the Bill to the Common-
wealth, which may be most anxious to use
them.

Hon. W. D. Johpson: Who will deeids
whether in this connection anything is detri-
mental to the public?

The PREMIER: If somebody takes ex-
ception to the powers, that exeception can
only be taken before the High Court. Any
objection fo legislation of any kind can only
be dealt with by process of law, subject only
to the qualification tbat Parliament declares
that if the Government brings down a Bill
of that kind and Parliament itself takes ex-
ception to the measure, the propasal cannot
be earried out. If some individual desires
to prevent the Commonwealth from passing
this legisiation, or to have it declared unltra
vires, action will have to be taken. Amend-
ments 10 and 11 wore agreed to. Amend-
ment 12 deals with the control of oversea
exchange and oversea investments and regu-
lations for raising money in Australia as
approved by a majority of the Loan Couneil,
and the relevant paragraph of the managers’
report reads—

Clause 2 (h). Conference agreed to amend
paragraph (h) as amended by the Legislative
Council by substifuting the word ‘‘through’”
for the word ‘*by’? after the word *‘econtrol.’’
The amendment submitied by the Couneil
proposed to cut out the words “the control of
overseas exchange and overseas investment”
and to insert in lieu “the control by the
Commonwealth of the bank rate of overseas
exchange.” That was amended by deleting
the word “by” and inserting the word
“through.” Members will recollect yester-
day’s disenssion and the contention that the
power in question should be vested in the
Commonwealth and not in any bank—in ae-
cordance with the procedure generally
adopted. The Commonwealth Bank has
been doing the work quite satisfactorily;
but if the Commonwesalth Bank Board re-
fused to do it there is no power to force
the board to do it. The amendment is a
very satisfactory one. Amendments 13, 14,
15 and 16 were agreed to, and Clauses 17,
18, 19, 20 and 21 were adopted.

HON. W. D. JOHNSON (Guildford-
Midland) : I wish to express my verv
keen disappointment at the drastic amend-
ment which the Bill has undergone. Mem-
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bers are aware that 1 have been a consistent
supporter of the Bill ag sent out from
a representative Convention whieh sat at
Canberra. T have never heard anyv reason
or any argument really justifying any
amendment of that Bill from a post-war re-
construction aspect. There never has been
a case submitted in support of the view
that post-war reconstruction cannot be faced
and suceessfully dealt with by various Par-
liaments having ecertain authorities,  The
discussion in this Chamber—and, I assume,
also in another place—has all been from
the aspeet of vested interests. Supporters
of amendments to the Bill have all looked
for pre-war conditions.

Mr. Sampson: It is most unfair to say
that.

Hon. W, D. JOHNSON: They have de-
texmined to see that pre-war conditions shall
be restored after peace has been regained.
I disagree absolutely with that view. I am
whole-heartedly with those throughout the
world—and this is a world-wide question—
who maintain that we cannoi go back to the
old eonditions, that there must be a recon-
struetion, and that the reconstruction must
be of a totally different conception from
the conditions prevailing during the pre-war
period. I do not believe it is possible to re-
vert to manufacture and produection solely for
profit. T believe that the trend of the world
will be towards manufacture and production
for use. 1 do not believe that the profit
motive will be allowed to continue. I be-
lieve that socialisation in some form will
begin, and because of its popularity and its
humane eonditions will grow in strength as
the years roll on. We cannot do justice to
our Fighting Forees, nor can we do justice
to those who, cwing to war service, have had
their homes disorganised, whose lives have
been totally changed, whose avoeations have
in numerous cases been completely altered,
under pre-war conditions. Those pcople ean-
not be given adequate protection in the re-
construction period if we do not pass the
Bill as it originrated from the Convention.
Again, I did not think—and I say this sadly
—that I would live long enough to see a
Labour Government compromise with sacred
prineiples of this kind at the direction of a
proprietary Chamber.

The Minister for Labour: Another Daniel
come to judgment!

Hon, W. D. JOHNSOX : I cannot under-
stand, especially since we have the experi-
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ence of Tasmania whose Legislative Coun-
cil decided against the Bill, but whose Legis-
lative Assembly persisted—and there is no
doubt that the Tasmanian Government has
eome out of the issue stronger than it was
when the issue was raised—how suchk a com-
promise could have been effected here. Tas-
mania has stuck to principles, bas stuck to
Lahour policy ag directed by a Labour Gov-
ernment in the Commonwealth sphere.
Again, Queensland has passed the original
Bill on the same invitation and the same
conditions as accompanied the Bill submitted
to this Labour Government of Western Aus-
tralia. New South Wales is in exactly the
same position as Queensland. Although New
South Wales has a Legislative Counal, 16
did pass the Bill. Therefore I cannot bring
myself to support amendments fo a Bill
that the Queensland Government has passed,
the New South Wales Government has
passed, and the Tasmanian (Government has
stuck to as far as was possible in the
Chamber it controlled. When it comes to
this Chamber, the Government has not stuck
to the position as they stuek to it in Tas-
mania. I stated in an early part of the
debate on this Bill that the Government has
a responsibility because it has a majority.
No Government can live without a majority
and a majority must earry the responsibili-
ties associated with it. Therefore, I expect
—and the Labour movement throughout
Australia expects—that where there is a
Labour Government with a Labour majority
that majority will funetion, and that
majority—although it is only in office and
can only control this Chamber—will never
succumb, will never stop fighting, and will
never compromise with a property Cham-
ber. Therefore I am disappointed and T am
sad today, but I want to make very clear
my convictions and my loyalty to the move-
ment that I have served for nearly 50 years
in this Btate. This is the first time I have
been in econflict with the party on a big
issue of this kind. I am sad that it should
face me now as I grow old.

Mr. Thorn: You do not look very sad.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: I have taken this
opportunity to speak on the issue because
it has been diseussed previously. I have now
no hesitation in declaring ihat these amend-
ments will never he endorsed by my vote.

MR. WATTS (Katapning): I did not
expeet to see the member for Guildford-
Midland in the House this morning as it had
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oceurred to me that the exigencies of his
own electoratz and the affairs of that neigh-
bourhood would eclaim his attention.

Hon. W. D. Jobnson: Is that an aceusa-
tion of cowardice, or what do you mean?

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

Hon, W. D. Johnson: It is a rotten thing
to say!

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! I must ask the
member for Guildford-Midland to keep
order. He hag already spoken.

Mr. WATTS: Now that the member for
Guildford-Midland is here it is, of course,
apparent that he persists in taking up the
time of the House and thereby induces other
people to do likewise in order that his state-
ments may not go unchallenged.

The Minister for Labour: He was not
here yesterday.

Mr. Thorn: Nor at Midland Junetion; I
was!

Mr. WATTS: ©For, 1 should say, the
twenty-fifth time during the course of the
debate on this measure the hon. gentleman
has observed that vested intercsts are ve-
sponsible for the amendments which are now
acceptable, I believe, to both Houses of this
Parliament.

Mr. Thorn: He represents them, too; that
ig the point! :

Mr. WATTS: I am not going to indulge
in a diseussion on the personal affairs of the
hon. gentleman, but I am going to say that
the interests that were involved so far as
members of this side of the House were
econcerned, as was clearly shown by the ar-
guments put forward and the information
submitted in support of those arguments,
were the interests of the people of Western
Australin who have declared from time to
time and will again declare, I helieve, if
given the opportunity, that they will not
have unnecessary Federal domination. I
believe that in this measure as it stands
now, the amendments put through by the
Legislative Council have bean substantially
accepted, and they were very similar to
those debated in this House.
as i stands now the Bill is reasonable and
one that we can, with a certain measure of
equanimity, pass on to the Commonwealta
Government, a Bill in which we have not
handed over powers the handing over of
which would never be assented to by the
majority of the people of this State. The
member for Guildford-Midland may shed
eroeodile tears on the 50 wvears he has fol-
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lowed the Labour movement and express his
disappointment at the decision of the Gov-
ernmment  in  regard to this partteular
measure, but I say that the Government ae-
eepted these amendments in order to secure
the passage of the measure; for neither the
people of this State by referendum nor the
members of ancther place by vote would
ever have passed the Bill as it stood. There-
fore the Government has acted very wisely.

THE PREMIER {in reply): I do not
want to say much at this stage except that
I am rather astonished at the attitude taken
up by the member for Guildford-Midland
in regard to this iatter. My position is
quite clear. There is no need for me to
define it beeause it is defined in the Bill, in
the preamble of whiech it is set out that—-

the Premiers of the several States have
agreed to do their utmost Lo secure the pass-
age through their vespective Parliaments, as
early as possible, of a Bill in this form. ., ..
That refers to the Bill approved by the
Convention. I do not know whether tle
member for Guildford-Midland wants to ac-
cusg me of not doing my utmost to get the
Bill through, or whether he wants to accuse
this party or this House or anybody else.

Hon. W, D. Johnson: My trouble is that
the Bill has not gone through.

The PREMIER: I did not say that 1
would pass this Bill through. I would have
been foolish to say such a'thing. I could
puarantce my own personal attitude but nas
that even the Government would support
me. In introducing a similar Bill in South
Aunstralia the Premier of that State said
that he had given a personal undertaking to
do hiz best to get the Bill through in the
form in which it was presented, but that
that undertaking did not bind other mem-
bers. As a matter of fact, during the pass-
age of the Bill, several members of the
Cahinet in that State voted against it.

Hon. W, D. Johnson: That is big polities!

Mr. Patrick: You want machine polities.

The PREMTER : Fortunately, the Labour
movement in this State is a long way more
loyal than were the members of the South
Australian Cabinet to each other and to
their Premier. I have never had oeeasinn
to quarrel about the loyalty of all the mem-
bers of my Party. On this occasion
I conld only give an assurance on my
own behalf. As a matter of fact, the
Cabinet agreed unanimously to support the
measure, and the members of the Party so
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far as every portion of the Bill that counted
was concerned, stood solidly and loyally
behind the Government.

Mr. Patrick: I do not think they all agreed
to the Bill

The PREMIER: I amn talking about their
cxhibition of loyalty in comparison with
vwhat happened in South Australia. The
Party of which I have the honour to be
leader, unanimously, without quarrel or re-
servation, supported the stand I took when
1 @ave an assuranee at the Convention. 1
have no quarrel with the attitude of my
purty, and for the henefit of the member
for (uildford-Midland and others, that is
all T am concerned with, If the members
of the Party of which I am leader are pre-
j-ared to afford me full support, after con-
sultation with them, I do nol want anything
eise. 1 have not any right to ask for anv-
thing else. I may put up arguments in
favour of another course in an endeavour to
convince members of the opposite side of
the House or of another Chamber that they
shonld do eertain things 1 am apgreeable to,
but T have no quarrel with them. I can,
however, quarrel with any of my own side
who do not loyally support the Party. That
is all I want and all this Party wants—solid,
nnited, loval support of anything we have
decided on in connection with the Labour
tlatform. The decision whether the Com-
monwealth will nse these powers or not does
not re<t with ns. We have passed a Bill
whiclh I estimate is about 70 per cent. of
the Bill that was decided on at the Con-
vention.

Mr. Warner: The Prime Minister did not
expect to get 100 per cent.

The PREMIER: I do not think he did.
Had I exercised my discretion unwisely, I
might have said, “If Parliament does not
pass every single one of these powers, T
will not be satisfied with 9914 per cent.”
and the Prime Minister eould rightly say to
me, “What right had you to do that? What
right had vou to reject 70 per cent. of the
powers? Surely, you might have left that
decision to the Commonwealth Government.”
T am convinced that in the Bill, as passed,
there are many powers whieh will prove of
tremendous advantage to the people of Aus-
tralia should the Commonwealth decide to
exercise them, Yet the hon. member would
have me and the members of my Party
deny the Commonwealth Government the
authority to exercise powers which will now
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become law under this measure! 1 would
not be a party to any snch action; I would
be foolish if I were.

If I were to do what the hon. member
urges, most people wonld say that 1 adopted
a foolish attitude. Should the Commonwealth
not be satisfied with the measure, the de-
cision rests with it. If it thinks the powers
transferred are insufficient, it can have a re-
ferendum and ask the people for any further
particular power it requires. If the Common-
wealth advaneed good and cogent reasons,
my Party and I would be pleased to give
it any power which would be of benefit to
Western Australia, Australia and the world
in the post-war reconstruction period. The
decision does not rest with me; it does not
rest with this Parliament; it rests with the
Commonwealth Parliament, I undertook to
mtroduce this measure into the Western
Australian Parliament and gave an under-
taking that I would de my utmeost to get it
passed. T think I can sueccessfully eclaim
that I have honourcd my undertaking.

Members: Hear, hear!

Mr. Warner: You have done very well in
the circumstances.

The PREMIER: This Bill has heen
patiently and exhaustively diseussed for
four or five weeks and the diseussion has
heen on a very high plane. In addition, a
Select Committee comprising members of
this Chamber discussed it for two or three
weeks,

The Minister for Works: And this is the
utmost that Parliament will agree to.

The PREMIER: Yes. We have not
lightly passed something or agreed to some-
thing. I have no twinges of econscience
about anything I have done in regard to
this Bill. On the other hand, T have earried
out my undertaking, and that is what T al-
ways try to do.  Whether or not the hon. mem-
ber will support the Bill, I cannot help;
but we would be the subject of reerimina-
tion from the Commonwealth if we decided
not to give it any power when we had the
opportunity of giving it 70 per cent. of the
powers which it desired.

The Minister for Labour: The alternative
to this Bill is no Bill at all.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

The PREMIER: I do not wish to delay
the House forther. T wanted to make my
position clear in view of the remarks made
by the member for Guildford-Midland.
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Question put and passed, and a message
accordingly returned to the Couneil.

Mr. SPEAKER: As the session is about
to clozse and some members wish to ask
questions, I will call on questions,

QUESTIONS (6).
RAILWAYS,
{a) Sheep Truck Freights.

Mr, DONEY (without notice) asked the
Minister for Railways: 1, Is it a fact that
when only one-half of a sheep truck is loaded
with sheep the owner is charged more than
half the full truck rate? 2, If so, what
freight rate is he charged? 3, When two
owners load sheep into one truck, one using
the top half and the other the lower half,
is more than the freight rate for a loaded
truck charged and, if so, what rate is each
owner charged? 4, If the rate charged in
these cases is more than the half-rate and
more than the full truek rate respectively,
wiil he state the reasons for the department
collecting a higher rate of freight than that
for one loaded truck?

The MINISTER replied: 1, Yes. 2, Two-
thirds of the full truck rate; this is known
as half truck rate. 3, Providing the whole
of the stock is consigned from one cenire
to one consignee, full truck rates are
charged; if consigned by different senders
and/or to differeni consignees, then each
deck would be charged at the half truck rate.
4, In the case of only one deck being used,
more than half rate is charged owing to the
fact that the truck is hauled in a half-empty
condition. When both decks arc used, senders
may combine—as stated in the answer to
No. 3—To obtain the benefit of the full fruek
rate; otherwise the loading is treated as two
distinet consignmenis which necessitate 2
greater amount of detail, inasmuch as two
eensignors and two consignees have to be
dealt with, besides separate entries, etec.

(b) Dining Car and Refreshment Rooms,

Kalgoorlie Line.

Mr. PERKINS (withont notice) asked
the Minister for Railways: 1, Who is the
lessee of the dining-car attached to the Perth-
Kalgoorlie cxpress and what apnual rental
does he pay? 2, Has he the lease of any
refreshment rooms along that route and,
if so, which ones, and what rental does he
pay? 3, What is the daily average number
of dinners and breakfasts served in the
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dining car referred to in No. 1 during the
periods of each half-year cnded the 30th
June and the 31st December, 1941, and
1942% 4, What is the daily average number
of passengers carried on the Perth-Kalgoorlie
express and on the frain running in the
reverse direction during the period mentioned
in No. 3¢

The MINISTER replied: 1, (a) Mrs. H.
Gorman; (b) £0900, including Kalgoorlic
Refreshment Room. 2, Yes; Chidlow £1,599;
Merredin, £525; Southern Cross, £450. 3,
The department has no information on this
question. 4, Year 1941, 175; year 1942, 200.
Numbers on train running in reverse direc-
tion would be approximately the same.

TELEPHONES.

Mr. J. H. SMITH (without notice) asked
the Premier: As I understand many peti-
tions have been presented to the Premier
dealing with telephones, does he propose to
take the subject up with the Commonwealth
Minister?

The PREMIER replied: 1 have received
several petitions from numerons people and
from members of Parliament during the last
few days on this subject, but the Govern-
ment has not decided upon anything becanse
it has not had the opportonity to consid.r
the matter.

BARTON'S MILL PRISON.

As to Prisoners’ Conduct, Conditions, Eic.

Mr, McDONALD (withont notiee) asked
the Minister representing the Chief Secre-
tary: 1, Is it a fact that Assistant Con-
troller of Prisons Wilson and Superin-
tendent Dickson were assaulted by prisoners
recently at Barton’s Mill? 2, Is it a fact
that when Mr. Wilson ordered certain recal-
citrant youths to be taken to the cells the
warders were unable to carry out the order
because of the hostile attituge of the bulk
of the prisoners, and that the youths were
escorted to the cells not by the warders but
by eeriain of the long-term prisoners? 3,
Is it a fact that Mr. Wilson and Mr, Dick-
son were attacked by the youths with piek-
handles scized from an office in which an
inquiry was being held? 4, Is it a fact
that there have been several near-riots at
the hills prison lately, particularly on Bat-
urday nights when many of the warders are
absent on leave? 5, Is it a fact that warders
have been instructed to “lay off” interfering
with certain long-term prisoners? 6, Is it
a fact that a deputation of prisoners waited
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on the superintendent some time ago and
protested against the locking up of certain
youths in the special one-man huts that have
been erected? Did the superintendent ac-
cede to the men’s request? 7, Has a written
statement been given to the Government as
to conditions at Barton’s Mill by a prisoner,
Stanley Joseph Harris, as referred to recently
in the Press? 8, Will he lay this state-
ment on the Table of the House, or, alterna-
tivelv, make it available for perusal by
nembers of the Housa?

The MINISTER FOQR THE NORTH-
WEST {(for the Chief Secretary) replied:
1, On no oceasion has the Deputy Con-
troller Gencral been assaulted by prisoners.
There was, however, an oceasion when, in
respeet to certain youthful delinguents, it
was necessary for the superintendent and
some of his staff to use foree in order to
compel ohedience to the Deputy Con-
troller's orders, and in resisting the vouths
endeavoured to use a variety of missiles,
The vonths were subsequently brought be-
fore the visiting justices for this breach
of discipline. The report of the incident
made at the time by the Deputy Controller
(General may be made available for perusal
by any members interested. 2, No. 35,
Answered by No. 1. 4, On no oceasion has
the situation ever got out of hand at Bar-
ton’s Mill prison. 5, No. 6, Certain
prisoners endeavoured to incite the youth-
ful delinquents against being locked up at
night. The prisoners concerned were brought
before the visiting justices for this breach
of discipline. 7, Yes. 8, The Controller
General will make available Harris’s state-
ment to any member interested.

TRAMWAYS.
As to South Perth Service.

Mr. CROSBS (without notice) asked the
Minister for Reailways: 1, Is the Minister
aware that the Tramway Department has
taken off a number of trams from the South
Perth ronte at peak periods? 2, Is he aware
that serious inconvenicnce is oceasioned to
people working in essential industries be-
canse of the shortage of trams between 7.30
and 830 a.m. each day? If that is so, will
the Minister see that the service is restored
to what it was previously?

The MINTSTER replied: I am not aware
of any of the faefs suggested by the hon.
member. I shall make inquiries to see what
shounld be done.
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NATIONAL SECURITY ACT.
As to Motor Headlight Masks.

Mr. CROSS (without notice) asked the
Minister for Mines: 1, Is he aware that in
places such as Sydney and Neweastle motor
cars do not have their headlights masked
during the nighi-time? 2, If that is so,
will he take steps to see that masks are re-
moved trom the headlights of motor cars
running in the city of Perth which is eon-
sidered not to be nearly as vulnerable as
gither Sydney or Newecastle?

The MINISTER replied: 1, T am not
aware that motor cars are running about
Sydney or Newcastle without masks. 2, I
am not aware that Perth is less vulnerable
than Sydney or Newecastle. After reading
the Prime Minister’s statement and the re-
marks of General MaeArthur I would say
that this city is particularly vulnerable.

BILL—COMMONWEALTH POWERS.
Council’s Message.
Message from the Council received and
read notifying that it had apreed to the
conference managers’ report.

BILL—VERMIN ACT AMENDMENT.
Council's Message.
Message from the Couneil received and
read notifying that it had agreed to the
conference managers’' report.

FARMERS AND PASTORALISTS'
DEBTS.
As to Resumption of Debate on Mr. Stubbd’s
Motion.

THE PREMIER: The resumption of the
debate on this motion was adjourned to the
next sitting of the Honse, but this sitting
bhas continued since last Tuesday. Can the
motion he discussed at this stage, Mr.
Speakerd

Mr. SPEAKER : Not unless we have an-
other sitting. Standing Order 181 states—

A resolution, or other vote of the House,
may be read and rescinded; but no such re-
solution or other vote may be rescinded during
the same Session, except with the concurrence
of an absolute majority of the whole House,
and after seven days’ notice.

COMPLIMENTARY REMARKS.
THE PREMIER [11.47]: This concludes
the business for this session, and it is pro-
posed to adjourn to a date o be fixed by
Mr. Speaker, in the same way as we did last
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year. I hope it will not be necessary for
the House to be called together before
the usual time. We bave been sitting
almost  continuously for about mnine
months. The business we have dome, par-
tienlarly that in connection with the Com-
monwealth Powers Bill, has made this one
of the most important sessions in the his-
tory of this Parliament. Important con-
stitutional amendments to the Common-
wealth Constitntion have been agreed to,
and other important business has been dealt
with. It is not anticipated that it will be
necessary to call Parliament together before
the usual time, which is the latier end of
July, or the beginning of August. How-
ever, we must all be prepared. As the Min-
ister for Mines just said, the defence posi-
tion of Australia is not at all satisfactory.
Expressions of opinion have been offered
by General MaeArthur, Commander of the
Allied Forees in the South-West Pacifie, by
the Commander in Chief of the Ausfralian
Forces, General Blamey, and slse by Dr.
Evatt in his representations to the United
States Government. During the last two
or three days the Press has given publicity
to these statements. As a result, a feeling
of intense disquietude is brought about be-
canse of the possibility—even though it is
not a probability—of Australia suffering
invasion by hostile forces. We are living
in streouwous times and the position is not
as satisfactory as we would wish. It is
possible that thizs House will be ecalled to-
gether to deal with urgent matters. If that
position does noi arise, we will nof resume
until the psual time.

When we do meet, the Government does
not expect to have a very extensive legisla-
tive programme. A large number of Bills
has been dealt with during the current ses-
sion, The next session will be the one prior
to the Staie elections. As the elections are
to be held early next year, members will no
doubt desire that the Government will, dur-
ing the recess, give consideration to the
framing of legislation so that the Western
Australian soldiers—there are 70,000 odd
of them, more than half of whom will
not be in the State at the time of
the election if the present position
continues—will have an opportunity to vote.
Some effective measure will have to be
devised, and a Jaw passed so that these people
will not be denied the privilege of exercising
the franchise. I am giving members an in-
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dication that legisiation along these lines will
be introdueed, and I hope that in the recess
they will consider the maiter so that they
will have constructive ideas to submit as
to how best we can extend the vote to the
soldiers who will not be in the State and
who, under the present law, wounld be dis-
qualified from exzercising a vote at the elec-
tion.

I extend to you, My, Speaker, the Chair-
man of Committees, officers of the House
and members of the “Hansard” staff my beat
thanks for the consideration that has been
extended to me personally during the whole
of this long session. 1 also extend my
thanks to the Leader of the Opposition and
the Leader of the National Party. I have
already intimated that I have nothing to
complain of regarding the loyalty that mem-
bers on this side have shown to me as Leader
of the House. Members of the Opposition,
too, have extended fo me all possible con-
sideration, courtesy and co-operation, and
for that I express my gratitude publiely.

MR, WATTS (Katanning): There are
some regrets to which I would like to allude
before we close the session. One is the un-
fortunate ill-health of my colleague, the
member for Wagin. 1 express the hope that
he may be restored to health in order that
ke may again be with us when Parliament
re-assembles. 'Of course, it is not to be ex-
pected that we can have him with us in-
definitely, but we should certainly like to see
him here again next session. This brings me
to the unfortunate position regarding the
motion which was moved by the member for
Wagin some five or six months ago, or at any
rate some time before the Christmas vaca-
tion, and I make this allugion, although I
accept your ruling on the matter, Mr,
Speaker. Tt is regrettable, in view of all
the eircumstaneces, and in view of the hon.
member’s state of health, that he conld not
have had the satisfaction of knowing that
his motion had been debated to finality be-
fore the session closed. However, the move-
ments of the House that have taken place in
order to deal with the difficult eonstitutional
problems confronting us have upset the even
tenor of our way.

Mr. Tonkin: What was to prevent us
from elosing this sitting and commencing
another in five minutes’ time?

Mr. WATTS: No motion to that effect was
submitted. The position is as I have men.
tioned, and I do not propose to cavil about
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it at this stage. I extend to you, Mr.
Speaker, to the Chairman of Committees,
the officers and all associated with the Hounse.
our best thanks for the attenmtion we have
received during the somewhat trying suinmer
days experienced while we have been xit-
ting. We appreciate all that has been done
in our interest and hope that when the House
re-assembles we shall find, as the Premier
suggested, that members will be in a con-
structive frame of mind and will be able
to assist in putting through legislation that
will be a further eredit to this Parliament.

MR. McDONALD (West Perth): I join
with the Premier and the Leader of the Op-
position in expressing to you, Mr. Speaker,
the Chsirman of Committees, officers of the
House and members of the “Hansard” staff
our appreciation of the help that has been
afforded us throughout the session. I also
wish to thank my associates for the assisi-
ance and advice they have given, and the
Leader of the Opposition and his sup-
porters for their co-operation. In this ses-
sion we have been called upon fo discuss
matters of great constitutional importance,
and I believe that all sections of the House
have contributed to the discussion on a basis,
as the Premier said, which has redounded
to their credit. Whether we prove to be
right or wrong in our decision on the Bill,
[ regard it as a wise and statesmaniika de-
cision, and the diseussions have certainly
been creditable to gll members. T am grate-
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ful for all the assistance we have received,
aud I trust that members will be able to
aldress themselves to other matters during
the interval over which the House stands
adjourned. The member for Wagin has
rendered long serviee to the State, and our
fiopey are that he may be restored to heallls
and able to resume his place next session.

MR. SPEAEKER: On hehalf of the Clerks,
memberg of the “Hansard” staff, and of the
staff generally, T thank the Premier, the
Leader of the Opposition and the Leader
of the National Party for their kindly re-
marks. I take this opportunity to thank
them also for the great assistance they have
given me, in common with members gener-
ally, which assistance has made my task
ensy. I hope fhat when we meet again Iater
in the vear, the member for Wagin will be
in his plaee, restored to health. While it
might be too much to expect that members
of the House who are away with the Colours
might also be present, T hope it will not be
teo long befora they ave taking their place
here after the successful conclusion of hos-
tilities.

ADJOURNMENT—SPECIAL.

THE PREMIEER: I move—

That the House at its rieing adjourn to a
date te be fixed by Mr, Speaker,

Question put and passed.

House adjourned at 11.58 am. (Thursday).
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